Dear Amy
 

Please find below some comments from Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council in response to your consultation on FP8.  We are responding in this way rather than using the questionnaire as almost all of its questions are more detailed than we are well placed to comment on.
1. We value the EU's focus on research as a driver of innovation, competitiveness, and improved quality of life.  We accept that ground-breaking research is vital to this, and that many research fields need public funding to proceed at speed. 
2. We note however that there is more to ground-breaking research than "scientists in white coats".  Innovation in processes is as important as (if not more important than) innovation in products.  FP8 should reflect this. 

3. We also believe that ground-breaking research is only valuable socially and economically if it is disseminated and distributed.  There is more to be gained from promoting innovations at "lower" and "intermediate" levels of society and business than in purely top-end developments.  We would wish to see FP8 reflect this, both in itself, and through closer integration with CIP and other EU funds, including Structural Funds. 

4. FP7 (and its predecessors) has operated to a significant degree in a bubble, isolated from other EU funds, and at times working (inadvertently) in contradiction to their objectives.  In particular this has been true in relation to the Structural Funds, and to the EU's objectives to promote social economic and territorial cohesion.  We would wish to see FP8 designed in such a way that it does not directly or indirectly negate the work being done, often supported by EU funds, to reduce regional disparities.
Best regards
 

Martin
 

Martin Cantor
Barnsley MBC
