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	Our Reference: FOI 83419
	

	July 2013


Freedom of Information Request 
You ask for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

Please could you provide, under the Freedom of Information Act, the following statistics relating to prostitution and brothel-keeping offences in England and Wales.

1. For each year (up to the latest available), since 2008: The number of prosecutions and convictions under the Sexual Offences Act 1956 (including section 33A, as added by the Sexual Offences Act 2003) for offences connected with keeping a brothel, and for how many of those result in a prison sentence and/or suspended sentence. 

2. For each year (up to the latest available), since 2003: The number of prosecutions and convictions for the offence of persistently loitering or soliciting for the purposes of prostitution. Please provide details of how many resulted in a) a prison sentence b) a suspended sentence.

3. For each year (up to the latest available), since 2003: The number of prosecutions and convictions for the offence of soliciting another for the purpose of obtaining their sexual services as a prostitute in a street of public place. Please provide details of how many resulted in a) a prison sentence b) a suspended sentence.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 
In response to question 1 of your request, Table 1 in the Excel document included with this letter shows the number of defendants proceeded against at magistrates' courts and found guilty, sentenced to immediate custody and sentenced to a suspended sentence at all courts, for "keeping a brothel", in England and Wales, from 2008 to 2012 (latest data available). 
In response to question 2 and 3 of your request, Table 2 in the Excel document shows the number of defendants proceeded against at magistrates' courts and found guilty at all courts for selected prostitution offences, in England and Wales, from 2003 to 2012 (latest data available). Please note that the maximum sentence available for these three selected prostitution related offences is a fine.
It should be noted that the Policing & Crime Act 2009 made a number of changes to offences related to prostitution – these are summarised below:
Section 16 – Amendment to offence of loitering etc for the purposes of prostitution
Section 19 – Soliciting: England and Wales

· Subsection (1) of the new section states that it is an offence for a person in a street or public place to solicit another person for the purpose of obtaining the person’s sexual services as a prostitute. 
More information on the Policing & Crime Act 2009 can be found through the following link: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/26/notes/contents
The Street Offences Act 1959 (as amended by the Sexual Offences Act 2003 and the Policing and Crime Act 2009) criminalises loitering or soliciting for the purposes of prostitution. It is an offence for a person persistently to solicit or loiter in a street or public place for the purposes of prostitution. Conduct is persistent, for the purposes of this offence, if it takes place on two or more occasions in any period of three months. The maximum penalty is a level 3 fine or an Engagement and Support Order at meetings.
The Policing & Crime Act 2009 introduced Engagement & Support Orders, these steps were taken to improve the safety and support available for individuals involved within prostitution through the introduction of Section 17, Engagement and Support orders. This legislation provides the courts with an alternative to fining those convicted of loitering or soliciting and instead requires attendance at meetings with a court appointed supervisor.
The Home Office under took some work to look at effective practice in prostitution. There findings were published in October 2011 and are available on the Home Office website.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/effective-practice-in-responding-to-prostitution
You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents) and further guidance http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/freedom-of-information.htm. 
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