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Introduction

This Report 
This statistical release presents data on the Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) 
rural programme. More specifically, it derives the number of premises covered 
per £million of broadband delivery programme expenditure up to September
2013. The headline statistic will be used as an input indicator1 to measure the 
performance of the Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS). 

Input indicators show what is being ‘bought’ with public money, i.e. the 
resources being invested into delivering the results that DCMS and partners 
are aiming to achieve.

This release provides numbers for relevant BDUK expenditure and for 
premises where superfast broadband services are being made available as a 
result of BDUK support. 

Broadband Delivery UK
BDUK2 aims to stimulate commercial investment to roll out high-speed 
broadband in rural communities.  BDUK is responsible for managing the rural 
programme, while local authorities and devolved administrations are 
responsible for individual projects.  

                                                            
1

DCMS’ input and impact indicators 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-culture-media-
sport/series/performance-indicators
2 BDUK: https://www.gov.uk/broadband-delivery-uk

https://www.gov.uk/broadband-delivery-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-culture-media-sport/series/performance-indicators
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-culture-media-sport/series/performance-indicators
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Broadband Performance Indicator

Key Findings
 111,968 premises had superfast broadband service made available by the 

end of September 2013 as a result of BDUK-supported projects;
 BDUK grants to local authorities and budget transfers to devolved 

administrations amounted to a cumulative £10,347,568 up to the end of 
September 2013;

 This equates to 10,821 premises covered per £million of broadband 
delivery programme expenditure up to the end of September 2013.

The numbers of premises reported here are those in intervention areas which 
have Next Generation Access made available at superfast speeds (above 
24 Mbit/s download) as a result of BDUK-supported projects. This excludes 
premises which have superfast broadband available from other existing or 
planned sources. The data combines administrative information reported by 
local projects and supplier information.  Adjustments are made when data are
reported to BDUK on a different basis, e.g. at different download speeds.    

These premises numbers therefore exclude premises which benefit from the 
BDUK-supported projects if their resulting speeds are below 24 Mbit/s, even if 
these benefits help meet BDUK’s Universal Service Commitment to raise 
broadband speeds above 2 Mbit/s in project areas not achieving superfast 
speeds.  They also exclude overspill effects of BDUK-supported projects on 
premises which already have superfast broadband available.   

The expenditure figures reported here represent internal BDUK administrative 
information on grants to local authorities in England and budget transfers to 
devolved administrations related to the rural programme.  Total public 
expenditure on the projects is higher as local authorities and devolved 
administrations add their own contributions and those from other sources 
such as the European Regional Development Fund.  The total cost of projects 
will be higher than public expenditure on them with the difference met by 
supplier investment and revenue from customers.    

These expenditure figures exclude BDUK support for Super-Connected Cities, 
the Mobile Infrastructure Project, the Rural Communities Broadband Fund, 
and DCMS administrative expenditure. 

The timing of BDUK expenditure is only indirectly related to the timing of the 
availability of superfast broadband services, so the input indicator may be 
volatile initially.  To reduce volatility later, all data reported here are
cumulative from the start of the programme.

Forthcoming Releases
This is a new release.  The intention is to publish data up the end of 
December 2013 a few weeks after that date. An exact date will be pre-
released on the National Statistics Publication Hub.
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Quarterly cumulative data

Table 1: Quarterly cumulative broadband data

Cumulative to 
end of:

Premises  
with 

superfast 
broadband 

service 
made 

available

BDUK
funding

(£)

Number of 
premises covered 

per £million of 
broadband 

delivery 
programme 
expenditure

December 2012 254 £ 434,735 584
March 2013 16,638 £ 6,767,185 2,459

June 2013 38,343 £ 6,767,185 5,666
September 2013 111,968 £ 10,347,568 10,821
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Annex A: Background Note

1. Broadband Delivery UK is an Official Statistic and as such has been 
produced to the high professional standards set out in the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics. Official Statistics undergo regular quality 
assurance reviews to ensure they meet customer needs and are produced 
free from any political interference. For more information, see 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/code-of-
practice-for-official-statistics.pdf

2. This report has been produced by Henry Bottomley and Kathryn Turner. 
Acknowledgement goes to colleagues within DCMS and BDUK partners.

3. The responsible statistician for this release is Henry Bottomley. For 
enquiries on this release, please contact Henry Bottomley on 
020 7211 6366.

4. Next Release: the next release, scheduled for early 2014, will present
estimates up to the end of December 2013.

5. For general enquiries telephone: 020 7211 6200
Department for Culture Media and Sport
4th Floor, 100 Parliament Street 
London 
SW1A 2BQ
enquiries@culture.gov.uk

mailto:enquiries@culture.gov.uk
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-official-statistics.pdf
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/code-of-practice-for-official-statistics.pdf

