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Science and technology are major drivers of productivity and economic 
growth.  They are essential to understanding and tackling the most serious 
challenges of our time, whether healthcare, food security or climate change. 

The UK punches above its weight in many areas of science.  We produce 
eight per cent of the world's scientific publications and attract a higher share 
of research and development from overseas than any other country in the G8. 

The UK Government recognises, however, the importance of contributing to – 
and drawing upon – the best global scientific thinking: for our researchers, 
business leaders and policy makers.  The Science and Innovation Network, 
based in our Embassies, High Commissions and Consulates across the 
world, leads this agenda.  Together with UK Trade & Investment, the British 
Council and the Research Councils, it works with international partners in 
sectors ranging from education to finance. 

This report highlights the varied activities of the Network – its value in both 
keeping the UK at the cutting edge of science and in stimulating strong, 
sustainable growth. 
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“The UK’s Science and Innovation Network 
(SIN)…demonstrates the value that can be 
created through interactions between science 
and diplomacy, particularly in targeted areas 
such as low-carbon technologies.  Networking 
and Focal Point schemes with India, China, 
South Africa and South Korea have brokered 
long-term collaborations for UK science.  We 
recommend that the geographic reach of SIN 
should now be extended, particularly across 
the Middle East, Africa and South America.” 
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“It is…clear that the network has successfully 
leveraged new funding from foreign sources 
that comfortably exceeds the relatively modest 
sums spent by the Government on the 
network…and it may be inferred that this has 
benefited the UK research base.” 2 
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“It’s through international collaborations such 
as this one that we can accelerate our 
understanding to develop future treatments 
and ultimately save thousands of lives”. 
 
Wendy Ewart, MRC Director of Strategy 
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"The global challenges facing agriculture 
require a global response.  Increasing 
sustainable crop production with reduced 
inputs to meet increasing world food demands, 
while addressing the impacts of climate 
change and demand for bioenergy, needs 
international cooperation and a shared 
research agenda.  Following the recent UK-
Brazil Year of Science, this new initiative to 
strengthen scientific relationships with Brazil 
will make an important contribution to 
meeting these challenges". 
 
Professor Sir John Beddington, Government 
Chief Scientific Adviser 
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SIN supports entrepreneurship in 
UK universities through workshops 
on entrepreneurship with US partners 
such as the National Council of 
Entrepreneurial Tech Transfer, and 
providing access to key US innovation 
experts and institutions.  An example 
of this was an MIT roundtable on 

innovations in energy organised during 
a visit by the Foreign Secretary. 
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http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-us/what-we-do/working-in-partnership/working-with-stakeholder-groups/science-innovation/science-innovation-network/
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