VA / VC SCHOOL
Additional Information Required for Conversion to Academy status

Please note that any alteration to the land questionnaire after it has been submitted may result in a delay in its approval.
BASIC INFORMATION
	Full name and address of the school.
	

	Full name and address of the school’s solicitors.
	


PART A

	VOLUNTARY SCHOOL – VOLUNTARY AIDED OR VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED SCHOOLS 
	Yes, No or N/A and insert details

	1. Please confirm whether the school is Voluntary Aided or Voluntary Controlled  
	

	2. Please confirm who currently holds/owns the school land
.  
	

	3. Please confirm what arrangements are being made for the Academy Trust’s occupation of the land.
	

	4. If it is proposed that the trustees/foundation (who currently hold the land) will grant the Academy Trust a 125 year lease please confirm that you will provide written confirmation to the Project Lead that the lease is in place prior to the school’s anticipated conversion date. 
	

	5. If the Academy Trust is to occupy the land under informal arrangements (whether the land is publicly funded or not) please provide a Church Land Supplemental Agreement if the school has a religious designation order.
	

	6. Please confirm whether a Trust Modification Order is required and if so, please provide a draft in final and in track changes together with a copy of the trust document that requires amendment for DfE clearance.  
	

	7. Has the standard 125 year lease been agreed with the LA?
	

	8. If the standard 125 year lease has not been agreed please confirm that you will provide written confirmation to the Project Lead that the lease is in place prior to the school’s anticipated conversion date.  
	

	9. If any of the land currently occupied by the school is held by anyone else please explain who holds the land and what legal arrangements you have made/will be making upon conversion

	

	10. Have there been any previous changes of category or land ownership?
	

	11. Are there any restrictions, covenants, easements, associated liabilities, etc over the use of the land which could restrict or prevent the use of the land for an Academy?  If so, please provide further details about them and how the Academy Trust proposes to deal with them.

	

	12. Please confirm whether the land used by the school is ‘publicly funded’ within the meaning of paragraph 22(3) Schedule 1 to the Academies Act 2010.
 
	


PART B
	Other Required Information

	Yes, No or N/A and insert details

	1. Shared Usage 
a) does the school have any shared use arrangements in relation to land or premises?

If Yes:

b) please summarise these, and 

c) explain whether and how the current shared use arrangements will continue after conversion. 
	

	2. Building Works 
a) are there any current or planned building works? 
If yes:

b) please confirm arrangements for the funding and how, if at all, these will be affected by the conversion;
c) please confirm that the benefit of any warranties or guarantees will pass to the Academy Trust.  
	

	3. Leisure/Sports Facilities 

a) Do the school’s premises have a leisure centre/sports hall/swimming pool/sports pitches or similar facilities which are used by the wider community or external groups?

If Yes:

b) Who uses the facilities, and what is the pattern of use?

c) Does the school or some other body manage this wider community use of the facilities?

d) What are the staffing arrangements in relation to the facilities? Are staff working in the facility employed by the school or some other body? 

e) Are charges levied for use of the facilities? If yes, who sets the level of fees charged?

f)  What is the total annual income received?

g) What are the costs of running the facility?

h) How are the finances monitored?

i)  What is the level of any profit generated, and what is it used for?

j)  Has any external body contributed to the costs of the facility and if “yes”, are there any conditions attached to their contributions?

k) What arrangements for the running of the facilities are proposed post conversion? 
g) Does the school charge for the nursery arrangements (if providing more than 15 hours per week)

h) if yes to g) how much revenue is money per annum?
	

	4. Nursery

a) is there a nursery on the current school’s premises or operated/run by the school? 
If Yes:

b) please confirm who runs the nursery, 

c) what arrangements/agreements exist in relation to this,

d) what is proposed upon conversion, and

e) who will operate the nursery post conversion and under what arrangements/agreements.
	

	5. Children’s Centres 
a) is there a children’s centre on the current school’s premises or operated/run by the school? 

If Yes:

b) please confirm who currently runs the centre, 

c) what arrangements/agreements exist in relation to these,

d) what is proposed upon conversion, and

e) who will operate the centre post conversion and under what arrangements/agreements.
	


PART C

All information provided in this land questionnaire is accurate to the best of our knowledge.

Please find attached the land plan for this project
……………………………………………..

……………..

Signed by solicitors for school 



date
� All boxes must be completed either with yes or no or N/A or the required details inserted.  If, any of the boxes are left blank then the application will not proceed until the form has been completed. 


� Where the school land is held on trust by the School’s Trustees (or other persons), these Trustees (or other persons) must be consulted about the completion of this form in order to ensure the Questionnaire is completed accurately


� If any land is held by the GB of the school (either gifted or because the GB purchased the land) then please confirm that the freehold of this land will be transferred to the Academy Trust and attach a completed Direction from the Secretary of State in final form and in track changes compared to the DfE model.


� Trustees, GB’s and their lawyers should be aware of the nature of their land and we would normally expect this to be determined before conversion.  Where there are genuine reasons why this cannot be determined please insert the following: ‘We note that there has been no determination at the date of this Questionnaire of the extent to which any land held by the Trustees is ‘publicly funded’ within the meaning of the Academies Act 2010. It is acknowledged that such a determination will be necessary at the point of closure of the Academy and/or prior to any disposal of all or part of the land by the Trustees.  The Secretary of State expects such a determination to be carried out by the Academy, the Trustees and the Local Authority (or the Secretary of State on behalf of the Local Authority) at the appropriate time and, in the event of any disagreement between such parties, will be determined by the Secretary of State having regard to any guidance issued by him in relation to such determinations.’


� In relation to 3, 4 and 5 if the AT is required to grant a disposition of the registered estate upon conversion eg a sublease back to the LA then in accordance with the terms of the Funding Agreement the Secretary of State’s consent is required. Please therefore set out the summary terms of any disposition of the registered estate to be granted in order for the Secretary of State to consider.
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