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COMMUNICATIONS ACT 2003

Report by the Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and
Regulatory Reform and the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport

Introduction

1. Section 390 of the Communications Act 2003 requires the Secretary of State
to prepare and lay before Parliament reports about the performance of the
Secretary of State's functions under the following legislation:

The Communications Act 2003;
The Wireless Telegraphy Act 2006; 
The Office of Communications Act 2002; and 
The Broadcasting Acts 1990 and 1996.

2. The First Report (HC 325 July 2005) covered the period from 19 March 2002
to 28 December 2004. Every subsequent report to the first report must relate to
the period of twelve months beginning with the end of the period to which the
previous report related. This report (the “Third Report”) covers the period from
29 December 2005 to 28 December 2006.

Previous Reports
First Report July 2005 HC325
Second Report July 2006 HC1445

3

E
xt

en
d

s 
th

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

 2
00

6,

w
it

h
 m

o
d

if
ic

at
io

n
s,

 t
o

 J
er

se
y

E
xt

en
d

s 
th

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

 2
00

6,

w
it

h
 m

o
d

if
ic

at
io

n
s,

 t
o

 G
u

er
n

se
y

S
I 2

00
6 

N
o

. 3
32

4

S
I 2

00
6 

N
o

. 3
32

5

T
h

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 (
Je

rs
ey

) 
O

rd
er

20
06

T
h

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 (
G

u
er

n
se

y)

O
rd

er
 2

00
6

14
.1

2.
06

14
.1

2.
06

W
ir

el
es

s 
Te

le
g

ra
p

hy
 A

ct
 1

96
7

se
ct

io
n

 1
5(

6)
 *

, B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g

A
ct

 s
ec

ti
o

n
 2

04
(6

),

In
te

lli
g

en
ce

 S
er

vi
ce

s 
A

ct

19
94

 s
ec

ti
o

n
 1

2(
4)

,

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 A

ct
 1

99
6

se
ct

io
n

 1
50

(4
),

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3

se
ct

io
n

 4
11

(6
),

 W
ir

el
es

s

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

 2
00

6 
se

ct
io

n

11
8(

3)
, 1

18
(6

),
 1

19
(3

) 
an

d

p
ar

ag
ra

p
h

 2
4 

o
f 

S
ch

ed
u

le
 8

 

W
ir

el
es

s 
Te

le
g

ra
p

hy
 A

ct
 1

96
7

se
ct

io
n

 1
5(

6)
 *

, B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g

A
ct

 s
ec

ti
o

n
 2

04
(6

),

In
te

lli
g

en
ce

 S
er

vi
ce

s 
A

ct

19
94

 s
ec

ti
o

n
 1

2(
4)

,

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 A

ct
 1

99
6

se
ct

io
n

 1
50

(4
),

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3

se
ct

io
n

 4
11

(6
),

 W
ir

el
es

s

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

 2
00

6 
se

ct
io

n

11
8(

3)
, 1

18
(6

),
 1

19
(3

) 
an

d

p
ar

ag
ra

p
h

 2
4 

o
f 

S
ch

ed
u

le
 8

 

* 
N

o
te

: T
h

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

 2
00

6 
re

ce
iv

ed
 R

o
ya

l A
ss

en
t 

o
n

 8
 N

ov
em

b
er

 2
00

6 
an

d
 c

am
e 

in
to

 f
o

rc
e 

in
 t

h
e 

U
n

it
ed

 K
in

g
d

o
m

 o
n

 8
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
07

. T
h

e 
n

ew
 A

ct
re

p
la

ce
d

 t
h

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

s 
19

49
, 1

96
7 

an
d

 1
99

8,
 t

h
e 

M
ar

in
e 

et
c 

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 (

O
ff

en
ce

s)
 A

ct
 1

96
7,

 P
ar

t 
6 

o
f 

th
e 

Te
le

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n
s 

A
ct

 1
98

4 
an

d
 c

er
ta

in
p

ro
vi

si
o

n
s 

o
f 

th
e 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3.

 T
h

e 
A

ct
 w

as
 a

ls
o

 e
xt

en
d

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

C
h

an
n

el
 Is

la
n

d
s 

an
d

 t
h

e 
Is

le
 o

f 
M

an
 o

n
 8

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

07
. T

h
e 

Is
le

 o
f 

M
an

 O
rd

er
 in

 C
o

u
n

ci
l

w
as

 m
ad

e 
o

n
 7

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
20

07
. 

6



088 HC594_Text / sig2 / plateB

C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N
S

 A
C

T
 2

00
3:

T
h

ir
d

 R
ep

o
rt

 b
y 

th
e 

S
ec

re
ta

ry
 o

f 
S

ta
te

 f
o

r 
B

u
si

n
es

s,
 E

n
te

rp
ri

se
 a

n
d

 R
eg

u
la

to
ry

 R
ef

o
rm

 
an

d
 t

h
e 

S
ec

re
ta

ry
 o

f 
S

ta
te

 f
o

r 
C

u
lt

u
re

, M
ed

ia
 a

n
d

 S
p

o
rt

D
e
s
c
ri

p
ti

o
n

A
m

en
d

s 
th

e 
p

ro
vi

si
o

n
s 

p
re

sc
ri

b
in

g
 t

h
e 

fe
es

p
ay

ab
le

 f
o

r 
te

le
vi

si
o

n
 li

ce
n

se
s 

an
d

 a
m

en
d

s

th
e 

d
ef

in
it

io
n

 o
f 

a 
“t

el
ev

is
io

n
 s

et
” 

in

R
eg

u
la

ti
o

n
 1

1 
o

f 
th

e 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n
s

(T
el

ev
is

io
n

 L
ic

en
si

n
g

) 
R

eg
u

la
ti

o
n

s 
20

04
 t

o

ex
em

p
t 

m
o

b
ile

 t
el

ep
h

o
n

es
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e

te
le

vi
si

o
n

 d
ea

le
r 

n
o

ti
fi

ca
ti

o
n

 r
eq

u
ir

em
en

ts

se
t 

o
u

t 
in

 t
h

e 
W

ir
el

es
s 

Te
le

g
ra

p
hy

 A
ct

 1
96

7

Pa
rt

 I

A
m

en
d

s 
se

ct
io

n
 1

30
(4

) 
o

f 
th

e

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3 

so
 a

s 
to

 r
ai

se

th
e 

m
ax

im
u

m
 p

en
al

ty
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
O

ff
ic

e 
o

f

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
(O

fc
o

m
) 

ca
n

 im
p

o
se

u
n

d
er

 s
ec

ti
o

n
 1

30
 o

f 
th

at
 A

ct
 in

 r
es

p
ec

t 
o

f

p
er

si
st

en
t 

m
is

u
se

 o
f 

el
ec

tr
o

n
ic

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n
s 

n
et

w
o

rk
s 

o
r 

se
rv

ic
es

 f
ro

m

£5
,0

00
 t

o
 £

50
,0

00

R
e
fe

re
n

c
e

S
I 2

00
6 

N
o

. 6
19

S
I 2

00
6 

N
o

. 1
03

2

M
e
a
s
u

re

T
h

e 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n
s 

(T
el

ev
is

io
n

Li
ce

n
si

n
g

) 
(A

m
en

d
m

en
t)

 R
eg

u
la

ti
o

n
s

20
06

T
h

e 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n
s 

A
ct

 2
00

3

(M
ax

im
u

m
 P

en
al

ty
 f

o
r 

Pe
rs

is
te

n
t 

M
is

u
se

o
f 

N
et

w
o

rk
 o

r 
S

er
vi

ce
) 

O
rd

er
 2

00
6 

D
a
te

 (
m

a
d

e
,

w
h

e
re

re
fe

re
n

c
e
 t

o

a
n

 e
n

a
c
tm

e
n

t)

07
.0

3.
06

02
.0

4.
06

P
o

w
e
r

W
ir

el
es

s 
Te

le
g

ra
p

hy
 A

ct
 1

96
7

se
ct

io
n

 6
(1

) 
* 

an
d

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3

se
ct

io
n

s 
36

5(
1)

 a
n

d
 (

4)
, a

n
d

40
2(

3)

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3

se
ct

io
n

 1
30

(9
) 

4

A
m

en
d

s 
th

e 
d

ef
in

it
io

n
 o

f 
a 

“t
el

ev
is

io
n

lic
en

sa
b

le
 c

o
n

te
n

t 
se

rv
ic

e”
 in

 t
h

e

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3 

so
 t

h
at

te
le

vi
si

o
n

 p
ro

g
ra

m
m

e 
se

rv
ic

es
 f

al
lin

g

w
it

h
in

 t
h

at
 d

ef
in

it
io

n
 c

an
 b

e 
ca

rr
ie

d
 o

n
 a

ra
d

io
 m

u
lt

ip
le

x 
se

rv
ic

e.
 It

 a
ls

o
 m

ak
es

 o
th

er

am
en

d
m

en
ts

 t
o

 t
h

at
 A

ct
 a

n
d

 t
h

e

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 A

ct
 1

99
6

A
m

en
d

s 
th

e 
m

ea
n

in
g

 o
f 

a 
te

ch
n

ic
al

 s
er

vi
ce

fo
r 

th
e 

p
u

rp
o

se
s 

o
f 

se
ct

io
n

 s
63

(3
)(

b
) 

o
f 

th
e

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 A

ct
 1

99
6 

b
ec

au
se

 it
 is

 n
o

w

p
o

ss
ib

le
 f

o
r 

ce
rt

ai
n

 t
el

ev
is

io
n

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
to

b
e 

ca
rr

ie
d

 o
n

 a
 d

ig
it

al
 r

ad
io

 m
u

lt
ip

le
x

se
rv

ic
e.

 It
 a

ls
o

 a
m

en
d

s 
th

e 
B

ro
ad

ca
st

in
g

D
ig

it
al

 T
er

re
st

ri
al

 S
o

u
n

d
 (

Te
ch

n
ic

al
 S

er
vi

ce
)

O
rd

er
 1

99
8 

to
 t

ak
e 

ac
co

u
n

t 
o

f

m
o

d
if

ic
at

io
n

s 
in

 t
h

e 
Te

le
vi

si
o

n
 L

ic
en

sa
b

le

S
er

vi
ce

s 
O

rd
er

 2
00

6 
(S

I 2
00

6/
21

31
) 

w
h

ic
h

en
ab

le
d

 t
el

ev
is

io
n

 li
ce

n
sa

b
le

 c
o

n
te

n
t

se
rv

ic
es

 t
o

 b
e 

ca
rr

ie
d

 o
n

 a
 d

ig
it

al
 r

ad
io

m
u

lt
ip

le
x 

se
rv

ic
e

S
I 2

00
6 

N
o

. 2
13

1

S
I 2

00
6 

N
o

. 2
79

3

T
h

e 
Te

le
vi

si
o

n
 L

ic
en

sa
b

le
 C

o
n

te
n

t

S
er

vi
ce

s 
O

rd
er

 2
00

6 

T
h

e 
B

ro
ad

ca
st

in
g

 D
ig

it
al

 T
er

re
st

ri
al

S
o

u
n

d
 (

Te
ch

n
ic

al
 S

er
vi

ce
) 

O
rd

er
 2

00
6

24
.0

7.
06

18
.1

0.
06

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 A

ct
 1

99
6

se
ct

io
n

 1
(5

) 
an

d

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

s 
A

ct
 2

00
3

se
ct

io
n

s 
23

4 
an

d
 4

02
(3

) 

B
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g
 A

ct
 1

99
6

se
ct

io
n

 6
3(

3)
(b

)
5


