To OOH, Walk in Centres and A and E departments
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Dear Colleague,

Measles in <Area>
As you may be aware, there are an increasing number measles cases and local outbreaks being reported across England. In 2012 there were a total of <local figure> confirmed measles cases in <Area> . Measles activity has continued to remain high in the first three months of 2013, with a total of <local figure> confirmed cases reported in <Area>
Thank you for continuing to notify cases to us promptly.  We can follow up cases, protect vulnerable individuals and reduce the spread of measles much more effectively if we receive the following key information with your notification:

1. Onset date for the rash 

2. Contact with any vulnerable individuals during the infectious period (four days before and after rash onset)
Some vulnerable individuals (immunosuppressed individuals, pregnant and children under one year), who are at highest risk of serious complications from measles need post exposure prophylaxis to be given within a short time of exposure to prevent and/or attenuate illness. Measles is very infectious so even minimal exposure, particularly with immunosuppressed contacts can be important. A significant exposure for healthy contacts is defined as any face to face contact, or 15 minutes in the same room. By compiling a list of any vulnerable contact(s), including their mobile number(s), you will improve our ability to ensure the timely administration of post exposure prophylaxis. 
In addition, 

3. Please continue to ensure patients with rash illness are segregated in the waiting room.
4. Advise people with measles to avoid contact with others and stay away from school or nursery when infectious.

5. Please ensure all staff working with vulnerable patients are protected against measles. Satisfactory evidence of protection includes either having received two doses of MMR or laboratory evidence of immunity to measles. 
6. Encourage individuals (born after 1970) 
· Who are completely unvaccinated to get vaccinated with two doses of MMR; 

· Who have had one dose of MMR, to get the second dose of MMR;
· Who are unsure of their vaccination status, to get in touch with their GP to ascertain their vaccine status.
Advice on Measles and MMR vaccine is given in the Green book “Immunisation against infectious disease”.
 For further advice/ queries please look at NHS Choices
 or contact your local PHE Centre at the phone number above 
Thank you for your support. 
Screening and Immunisation Lead 

<Area> 
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measles-the-green-book-chapter-21" �https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measles-the-green-book-chapter-21� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/pages/clinical-trial.aspx" �http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/pages/clinical-trial.aspx� 





