Dear Amy,

In spite of the January 4th deadline, I am contacting you on behalf of the NHS European Office to offer our views on the recent FP8 BIS consultation. My apologies for not having sent a formal response through sooner. My comments below are of a general nature with our over-riding recommendation being the need to ensure that NHS organisations continue to have an opportunity to apply for EU research funding under the FP8 programme.

Our belief that the next framework programme should make research funding opportunities available to NHS organisations is based on NHS experience to date throughout the last seven framework programmes. Over 20 projects involving NHS organisations from across the UK have been funded to date under the FPs resulting in positive advances in medical science for the European healthcare sector. These projects can be viewed by typing ‘NHS’ into the search engine of the Health Competence website.

As you will be aware the UK government has made significant commitments to promoting the NHS as an ‘innovation champion’ through the 2009 ‘Life Sciences Blueprint’ and its follow up ‘Life Sciences 2010: Delivering the Blueprint’. The Blueprint encourages greater partnership working with industry to drive improvement in healthcare delivery, to promote the UK as a global leader in Life Sciences, and to generate financial prosperity. We wholeheartedly support these objectives and in particular welcome UK government’s acknowledgement of the NHS as a ‘value-creator and an engine of economic growth’. This should be mirrored at EU level, and FP8 is an opportunity to do so. 

With this in mind, we strongly endorse future EU funding which recognizes the role of the healthcare sector in supporting innovation, and which promotes activities aimed at integrating the three sides of the knowledge triangle (see question 24). It is our belief that the move at EU level to link up the three sides of the knowledge triangle, and in particular, to promote the creation of regional clusters, is highly complementary to work already undertaken by the healthcare sector in the UK, through for example,  the creation of HIECS (Health Innovation and Education Clusters), and CLAHRCs (Collaboration for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care). Future EU funding streams to support this work at UK level, and enable it to be shared it with other European countries would be highly welcome. 

Finally we would like to endorse a continued thematic approach in the next framework programme. Not only does a thematic division of the programme make it more approachable for organisations which are not well versed in the language of EU funding applications, it ensures that an appropriate allocation of resources is made to the various thematic areas, and allows for specific research topics to be identified and built upon. FP8 should look towards a simpler application process than is currently in place under the existing programme in order to encourage applications from a broad range of applicants across the European research area. 

The NHS European Office would like to see more NHS organisations submit project applications under the framework programme, but at present the complexity of the application process, and the time and resources it takes to compile a bid, particularly for organisations with no prior experience of EU funding, renders the process extremely difficult. In this respect, we would also welcome greater support at national level for NHS bodies interested in FP8, although we acknowledge the excellent support to date of the FP7 UK Health leads. 

We firmly believe that should the next framework programme fail to recognize the value of the Healthcare sector as a driver of economic growth, a valuable opportunity to improve the EU’s R&D intensity and to achieve the objectives of the Innovation Union would be missed. Thank you for taking our views into account.

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information.

Kind regards,

Jenny-Lee

Jenny-Lee Spencer
Senior European Policy Manager - NHS European Office
DDI: +32 (0)2 227 6448
www.nhsconfed.org/europe
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