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Mobile reception around UK to get massive boost
The areas in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland that will benefit from the UK Government’s £150m investment in mobile phone coverage have been announced today.

The Mobile Infrastructure Project (MIP) will extend mobile phone coverage to these areas where no coverage is currently available, providing a sustainable technological solution for people living and working there. Cornwall, Northumberland, Strabane,  Aberdeenshire and Powys are among the areas that stand to benefit most from the project, with the first sites due to “go live” by the end of this year.
Extending mobile phone coverage will provide hundreds of millions of pounds of economic benefits as well as resulting in positive social impacts, such as increased safety and security in terms of emergency response. 
Communications Minister Ed Vaizey said:

“This project will see mobile phone coverage extended to many of the people who currently live and work in areas where there is none. The project will provide a significant boost to local economies across the UK, and will be instrumental in helping Britain win the global race.” 
In a unique partnership approach, Government is providing the capital funding for Arqiva to build the new site infrastructure, while the four Mobile Network Operators (EE, Telefonica, Three and Vodafone) will be providing coverage from the sites and funding their operating costs for the twenty-year life of the project.

The map below sets out the local authority areas that stand to benefit from MIP investment, and Arqiva has begun identifying suitable sites in a phased manner. Once suitable sites are identified, Arqiva will work to acquire rights to the sites and obtain planning permission before beginning the physical roll-out of infrastructure. 
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John Cresswell, CEO of Arqiva, said: 
“We are delighted to be working with the Government and Mobile Network Operators to improve mobile phone coverage in the areas announced today.  Investing in mobile infrastructure will support the economy, reduce the technological divide and benefit the social fabric of our regions and villages. We are proud to be part of this initiative and committed to its success.”

Olaf Swantee, EE Chief Executive said :
“The UK has one of the strongest and most competitive communications markets in the world, and this initiative will make that global position even stronger. This boost to connectivity and reach will bring added social and economic benefits for the country, and we’re pleased to be supporting this unique and strategic partnership between Government and the telecoms sector.”
Kevin Salvadori, Technology Director Vodafone UK said :
“Being able to make mobile phone calls plays such an important role in keeping local communities in touch wherever people live or work. That’s why we’ve made a commitment to bring good quality indoor mobile internet coverage to 98% of the UK population. Our belief in the benefits that mobile coverage can bring to rural communities is why Vodafone is supporting the Mobile Infrastructure Project. In partnership with the Government, this project will help deliver coverage to more people, in places that are currently very hard to reach.”
Dave Dyson, Chief Executive Three said:

"Good mobile coverage brings real social and economic benefits to local communities. In areas where it is not commercially viable for operators to extend their networks, it is important that the industry and Government work together to provide coverage to those communities."
Ronan Dunne, Chief Executive, Telefonica said:
“This is a positive move forward in helping rural communities connect.  It will clearly help deliver improved economical and social benefits for the residents and businesses who live and work in areas that currently do not enjoy adequate network coverage.”
Notes to Editors
1.   The aim is for sites to be acquired and built by 2015.
2.   The focus of the project is on maximising the number of premises benefitting from the £150m investment, but MIP will not be able to reach every area currently without mobile coverage. The quicker and simpler it is to acquire sites and acquire planning permission for them in an area, the more that locality is likely to benefit.

3.   There are a number of criteria which sites need to meet before they can proceed to the build stage. They must be economic to acquire, build and run. They need to have a power source within reasonable reach, access back to the mobile operators’ networks, be sufficiently accessible to build and operate, and cover sufficient people to make the investment of public money worthwhile.
4.   More information on the MIP can be seen at: https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/making-it-easier-for-the-communications-and-telecoms-industries-to-grow-while-protecting-the-interests-of-citizens/supporting-pages/improving-mobile-coverage 
Press Enquiries:  020 7211 6145
Public Enquiries: 020 7211 6000
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For more news from DCMS, why not sign up for our fortnightly newsletter, the review?

Scan this QR code or visit http://bit.ly/sccBxD
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