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EU training mission in Mali launched

The Council today launched the EU mission to support the training and reorganisation of
the Malian Armed Forces. An advance party has arrived in Bamako on 8 February and will
start the expertise and advisory tasks in the coming days. Military instructors are planned
to be deployed before the end of March.

The operation, launched in the framework of UN Security Council resolution 2085 (2012),
is an integral part of the EU's comprehensive approach to the situation in Mali and the
Sahel. It is intended to help improve the military capacity of the Malian Armed Forces in
order to enable them, under civilian authority, to restore the country's territorial integrity.

EU High Representative Catherine Ashton said: "My thanks go to the contributing member
states and partner countries, whose decisive action has allowed the deployment of the
mission. EUTM Mali will support stability in Mali and the Sahel, both now and in the
future. Respect for human rights and the protection of civilians will be an important part of
the training programme."

EUTM Mali will provide advice and military training to the Malian Armed Forces,
including on command and control, logistics and human resources as well as on
international humanitarian law, the protection of civilians and human rights. The mission
will not be involved in combat operations.
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Brigadier General Frangois Lecointre from France is the EU mission commander for
around 500 staff. The common costs of the operation are estimated at € 12.3 million for the
initial mandate of 15 months. The headquarters will be in Bamako while training is to take
place in Koulikoro.

More information:
Today's Council conclusions on Mali

Audiovisual material on EUTM Mali
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