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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“I request data held by your Court in relation to fines imposed and whether such fines are applied in every case commensurate to income levels, whether the Court exercises any discretion to moderate fine levels and whether your data shows any possible bias towards ethnic minorities as opposed to affluent indigenous persons”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

Your Freedom of Information (FOI) request was passed to me by the legal team manager for Leicestershire and Rutland because I have the responsibility for dealing with HMCTS National Compliance and Enforcement matters.  On this occasion, I will be responding only to the FOI parts of your correspondence as indicated above.

I can confirm that the department holds part of information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

When defendants are summoned to court they are asked to complete a Statement of Means providing details of their income and outgoings.  The means information form will then be passed to the court and used at the point of sentence in setting the fine level.  If the defendant fails to attend court and no means information has been provided the court can assume a relevant weekly income of £400 and set fines based on that level.  

The ranges in which fines can be set for specific offences are set out in the Magistrates sentencing guidelines. After a fine is set offenders can request that the court reviews the fine amount that has been imposed.  If the court finds that the offender’s circumstances have changed from the information

that was known at the time the sentence was imposed they may decide to remit some or the entire fine amount.

Fixed penalty notices which are not paid within the first 12 days are automatically registered as a fine for enforcement and the original amount is increased by 50%.

We do not hold data on the ethnicity of offenders.

