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This report has been produced by the UK Government’s Foresight project:
Infectious Diseases: preparing for the future. Foresight is run by the Office of
Science and Innovation under the direction of the Chief Scientific Adviser to
HM Government. Foresight creates challenging visions of the future to ensure
effective strategies now.



Introduction
The Foresight project ‘Infectious Diseases: preparing for the future’, has 
produced a challenging and long-term vision for the detection and identification
of infectious diseases in humans, animals and plants. This vision has taken
account of the evolving risk of diseases, changing user requirements for 
detection, identification and monitoring, and cutting edge science. 

As with all Foresight projects, the aim is to inform the development of 
policy and strategy, and to catalyse action – within Government, stakeholder
organisations, and also academic and business communities. The project
achieves this by strengthening the body of interdisciplinary science evidence
available to policy makers and technology developers. 

This Action Plan sets out some of the undertakings that are now planned by
various organisations, to use and take forward the project findings. The activities
described reflect the wide range of national and international interest in the
project’s output. They also recognise that the future challenges of detection,
identification and monitoring of infectious diseases will require both technical
innovation and consideration of the societal context in which new systems 
will need to be deployed.

The Action Plan is intended to be a flexible document, with the various lines of
activity responding to changing circumstances. It is planned that progress will
be reviewed after a year by Lord Bach, the project’s sponsoring minister in the
UK Government, when he reconvenes the group of high-level stakeholders
which provided guidance for the project. 

1
























