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Minor changes to the Social Security Contributions and Benefits (Northern Ireland) Act 1992 and Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act 1992
Who is likely to be affected?

No one - to make minor changes in legislation.
General description of the measure

This measure makes two minor changes to the Social Security Contributions and Benefits (Northern Ireland) Act 1992 (SSCB(NI))A and a minor change to the Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act 1992 (SSA(NI)A). The changes to the SSCB(NI)A are to  allow the use of a negative procedure in the passing of Statutory Instruments for the purposes of consequential amendments, consolidation or replacing of regulations and updating a reference to a subsection. The change to the SSA(NI)A makes it clear that regulations or orders made by the Secretary of State under the SSA(NI)A are to be made by statutory rule.
Policy objective

To ensure the original intention of Parliament is reflected in legislation.
Background to the measure

These changes are a consequence of the identification that the legislation did not provide for, in certain circumstances, the passing of a negative procedure. 
The SSCB(NI)A matches the Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992 (the GB Act) and it has recently been identified that unlike the GB Act the SSCB(NI)A doesn't allow certain regulations to be made by negative procedure.  This was not the intention.  
As a result of changes made by the Tax Credits Act 2002 it was not clear what form regulations and orders made by the Secretary of State under the SSA(NI)A should take.
Detailed proposal
Operative date
The measure will take effect two months after the date on which the National Insurance Bill receives Royal Assent.
Current law 

Section 172(11A) of the SSCB(NI)A provides when a statutory instrument is subject to the affirmative procedure and should be laid before Parliament.
Section 165 of the SSA(NI)A sets out the procedure for making regulations and orders under the Act.

Proposed revisions

Legislation will be introduced in the National Insurance Contributions Bill 2013 to amend the SSCB(NI)A so the affirmative procedure will not apply to regulations made:
(a) under section 117 of the SSCB(NI)A which are consequential on provisions under sections 129 and 142 of the SSCB(NI)A,
(b) under the powers referred to in section 172(11A) of the SSCB(NI)A for the purpose of consolidation or replacing provisions with new provisions of the same effect 
(c) correct the reference in section 172(11) of the SSCBA(NI)A from "subsection (9)" to "subsection (10)".

The legislation will also update section 165 of the SSA(NI)A to make it clear that regulations and orders made by the Secretary of State under the SSA(NI)A are to be made by statutory rules.
Summary of impacts

	Exchequer impact (£m)
	2012-13
	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16
	2016-17
	2017-18

	
	-
	-
	nil
	nil
	nil
	nil

	
	This measure is expected to have no impact on the Exchequer.

	Economic impact
	This measure is not expected to have any significant economic impacts.

	Impact on individuals and households 
	There is no direct impact on individuals.

	Equalities impacts

	There are no equality impact issues.

	Impact on business including civil society organisations
	This measure is expected to have no impact on businesses and civil society organisations.

	Operational impact (£m) (HMRC or other)
	There will be no operational impact for HMRC.

	Other impacts
	None


Monitoring and evaluation

This change does not require monitoring or evaluation.
Further advice

If you have any questions about this measure, please contact Raj Nayyar on 0207 147 2521 or e-mail: raj.nayyar@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
Declaration

David Gauke MP, the Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, has read this Tax Information and Impact Note and is satisfied that, given the available evidence, it represents a reasonable view of the likely costs, benefits and impacts of the measure.
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