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1999-2000 Main
Supply Estimates

Section 1. Introduction

1. Supply Estimates are the means by which the Government seeks from Parliament
sufficient funds and fresh Parliamentary authority for the greater part of its own
spending each year. The Main Estimates start this process and are presented to
Parliament around the start of the financial year to which they relate. One or more
Estimales are presented by the Treasury for each government department. Each supply
Estimate covers expenditure on specified services for which a department will be
accountable to Parliament. The format of the Estimates is described in more detail in
Section 4. These introductory notes also summarise the expenditure in the Main
Estimates for 1999-2000, place it in the context of the Government’s arrangements for
public expenditure control announced in the Comprehensive Spending Review White
Paper and provide an outline of Parliamentary Supply procedure.

2. The expenditure for which authority is sought in the 1999-2000 Main Estimates
totals £226.6 billion. This spending is consistent with the Government’s plans for public
expenditure as a whole set out in the series of departmental reports and Public
Expenditure: Statistical Analyses 1999-2000 (Cin 4201 ). Further explanatory
information is contained in the corresponding departmental reports. The introductory
notes to individual Votes contain cross-references to the location of the material in the
reports.

3. The total forecast outturn for Supply expenditure in 1998-99 is £213.7 billion.
Provision sought for 1999-2000 is about £12.9 billion higher than the forecast cutturn
for 1998-99.

4. The amount sought for individual Votes in each Class of Estimates is shown in
Table 5.1. In addition to showing provision for 1999-2000, the table includes the
outturn for 1997-98 and the total provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99. A full
description of the new control arrangements and their reconciliation with Supply
Estimates is contained in Section 2.

5. The 1999-2000 Main Supply Estimates are presented in three separate volumes. This
volume covers Classes 1 to XVIII, Two separate booklets are being presented to
Parliament by the House of Commons (Class XVI1Ii, A) and the National Audit Office
(Class XVIII, B) as HC 337 and HC 338 respectively.






Section 2. Supply Estimates and the
control of public
expenditure

1. As announced in the Government’s Economic and Fiscal Strategy Report 1998,
Stability and invesiment in the Long Terin (Cm 3978) new arrangements for planning and
controlling public expenditure are being introduced from 1999-2000. Further details of
spending plans and key Government objectives were given in the Comprehensive
Spending Review, Modern Public Services for Britain: Investing in Reform (Cm 4011).

2. The main aggregate for public spending in the new regime, Total Managed
Expenditure (TME) includes Departmental Expenditure Limits (DEL) for which firm
three year plans have been set from 1999-2000 and main departmental programmes in
Annually Managed Expenditure (AME) subject to annual review of part of the Budget
process. These definitions are discussed in more detail in Chapter 1 of Public
Expenditure: Statistical Analyses 1999-2000 (Cm 4201 ). This section explains the
relationship between these aggregates and Supply Estimates.

3. The main elements of DEL and main departmental AME not funded through Supply
Estimates are central government expenditure funded directly from other sources (such
as the National Insurance Fund) and credit approvals issued by central government to
local authorities.

4. The relationship between Supply Estimates, DEL and the main departmental
programmes in AME is set out in Chart 2.1 which also illustrates the significant
components of DEL and main departmental AME. Taking each of these in furn:

(a) central government expenditure (voted): the Supply Estimates include most of
the direct spending (£152 billion) by central government departments on the
National Health Service, defence, departmental running costs, part of the financing
requirements of public corporations and grants in aid to non-departmental public
bodies (NDPBs), all in DEL. The most signiticant main dcpartmental AME
provision here is social security. All voted funds are drawn from the Consolidated
Fund;

(b) central government support for local authorities: within total support of £58
billion within both DEL and AME, £55 billion is made up of voted grants and £3
billion accounted for by credit approvals;

(c} nationalised industries (voted}: (£0.5 billion) in DEL for grants, subsidies and
voted lending to nationalised industrics is included in Estimates.

(d) other voted spending: (£19 billion), primarily grants to devolved administrations
in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland together with payments to the BBC and
receipts from NHS contributions.

(e) other expenditure (excluding Reserves): the £80 billion not directly provided for
in Supply Estimates is financed from other central government non-voted funds
such as the National Insurance Fund or dircctly from the Consolidated Fund as a
standing service (eg, judges’ salaries etc).



5. Table 2.2 gives details of the breakdown of voted spending within DEL, main
departmenti! programmes in AME and other speading outside DEL by Listimate Class.

Table 2.2:  Supply expe‘n;iium:: within each of the control aggregates by Class, 19992008
: : C £ biflion

Peparimental Nain
expeiditure departmentad Other
in 1. (ncluding progranenes expenditure

Class o Welfare to Work) in AME outside DEL Total
i Education and Employmont : 15.7 1.8 8.7 i6.7
n - Department of Health ' 40.2 Lo 5.8 35.7
It Eavironment, Transport and the Reglons 419 35 4.3 46.0
v Home Office 1.6 0.6 8.0 146
Ay Lord Chaacellor’s and Law Officers’ Departments 2.7 0.0 0.0 2.7
Vi Ministy of Defence 223 1.3 0.0 23.6
Vi Foreign and Commonwealth Oflice 1.i Q.0 0.0 i1
Vit futernational Dovelopment : 1.3 0.1 0.0 19
X Trade and Industry and Export Credits Guarantee Depuriment 34 0.1 08 39
X - “Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food; the

intervention-Beard - Executive ageney; and Forestey £3 1.8 2.0 I
Xt Culture, Mudia and Sport LG 0.0 2.3 3.3
X Department of Social Securlty 27 48.0 Lo 52.2
XiH Scotland 0.0 00 12.9 12.9
Xiv Wales 2.4 R 4.8 6.9
Xv Narthern freland o |4 0.0 16 4.6
Xvi Depariments of the Chancellor of the Excheguer 1.1 0.0 0.3 3.5
XV Cabinet OfHee and Central OGfflce of Information 1.0 1.3 0.4 2.5
XVIHI Office of thé Parliamestary Commiissioner, Parliament, ety 6.4 0.0 0.0 0.4




Supply Estimates and
Departmenial Reports

In-year control of
spending in DEL

6. To make it easier to understand the relationship between Supply Estimates and the
Government’s plans for public spending by department:

(i) Estimates Classes are arranged so that they correspond to departmental groupings
adopted for the Financial Statement and Budget Report, Public Expenditure
Statistical Analysis 1999-2000 (Cm 4201 ) and departmental reports;

(i) a detailed cash plans table within each departmental report shows expenditure in a
structure consistent with individual Estimates Part 11 tables;

(iii) each individual functional line (section) in the Estimate is explained in the relevant
departmental report, with a cross-reference to the location of the explanatory
material included in the introductory note to the Vote;

(iv) introductory notes to the Votes also give cross references to explanatory tables in
departmental reports dealing with the estimated allocation of substansial grants in
aid, spending on long term projects, appropriations in aid and detail of Consolidated
Fund extra receipts.

7. Receipts from the European Communities are shown differently in Supply Estimates
and in the cash plans tables of departmental reports, but there is no difference in the
overall totals. Department’s expenditure plans in departmental reports are gross of EC
receipts which are shown in the EC section of the departmental report of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer’s Departments as part of the United Kingdom’s net contribution. In
Estimates they are attributed to the department receiving the receipts and therefore
reduce the net provision sought. The adjustments to the departmental report plans for
these receipts are shown in the table following each departmental report cash plans table.

8. Up to the end of 1998-99 a system of cash limits provided a system of in-year control
by central government over its cash spending. In [998-99 there were 115 separate cash
limits. These were set at the start of the year either on voted spending or on certain
spending not covered by Supply Estimates.

9. Under the new regime for planning and controlling spending from 1999-2000
announced in the Government’s Economic and Fiscal Strategy Report 1998, “Stability
and Investment for the Long Term” Cm 3978, departments have been given firm and
realistic multi-year limits set in cash to provide a clear incentive to control costs and to
be reviewed only if inflation varies substantially from forecast. These will form a set of
individual DELs which will operate as limits on spending at the departmental level
covering both voted and non-voted provision. This will replace the cash limit system.

10. Departments will be expected to manage their budgets within the DEL. A failure to
live within announced plans would be treated as a breach requiring and investigation into
its cause, an examination of the financial procedures of the department concerned and,
where appropriate, a reduction in the corresponding DEL in the year following the
breach.

11. Any decision to change a DEL will be announced as soon as it is possible after it is
taken, usually in a written answer to a Parliamentary Question. Such and announcement
is not the means of seeking Parliament’s approval for an increase in Supply provision
which can only be given through a Supplementary Estimate.

12. Spending which was previously cash limited will be identified as discretionary in
the Part IT and Part 111 Estimates tables by the solid star symbol %. Treasury will reserve
the right to refuse virement into such discretionary arcas of spending where this does not
represent value for money.



13. Table 2.3 details the amount of discretionary and non-discretionary spending in
DEL by Estimate Class in 1999-2000. Most DEL spending is treated as discretionary. All
main departmental programmes in AME and other expenditure outside DEL is treated as
non-discretionary for the purposes of Estimates.
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Running costs

14, From 1999-2000 expenditure not voted in Estimates and formerly described as non-
voted cash limits (including where appropriate, central government support to local
authorities) will be designated as non-voted provision in Table 3.1 of Public
Expenditure: Statistical Analyses 1999-2000 (Cm 42017). A full breakdown of Voted and
non-Voted provision within DEL is contained in Table 1.11 of Public Expenditure
Aralyses 1999-2000 (Cn 4201 ).

15. All departmental running costs is contained within DEL. Individual gross and net
running costs limits for 1999-2000 are shown in Tables 3.2 and 3.3 of Cm 4201 and civil
service staffing plans for 1999-2000 in Table 5.6 of Cm 4201. The agregate provision for
running costs in 1999-2000 is £14.4 billion which £0.2 billion is held on the
interdepartmental programme for administration of Welfare to Work.

16. From 1998-99 the capital charges replaced opportunity cost rents for sole and major
occupying departments in freehold and historic leasehold properties. These are a charge
on running costs provision but notional in cash terms. They are offset by matching
receipts, not scored as appropriations in aid but netted off in Column 2 of the Part I
table of the Estimate.

17. Following the confirmation of VAT refunds on contracted out services as hereditary
revenues, departments have been appropriating them in aid of the Vote rather than
netting them off of gross provision with effect from the 1998-99 Spring Supplementary
Estimates (HC 237).
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Section 3: Parliamentary procedure

1. Parliament’s consideration of the Supply Estimates is part of its Supply procedure, by
which Parliament approves the Government’s requests for funds. The process consists of
a number of stages:

(1) the Government requests certain funds;

(i1) to support each request, information is provided about what the money will be spent
on and who will be responsible for ensuring it will be spent properly;

(iii) Parliament considers these requests, investigates some more fully and debates a few
of them;

(iv) if Parliament votes in favour of the requests it passcs an Act to make the cash
available;

(v) to help enhance its control, Parliament gives legislative force to the Ambits of the
Estimates which specify the purposes for which the money may be spent; and

(vi) after expenditure has been incurred, it is audited and accounted for to check that the
amounts and purposes approved have not been exceeded.

2. This process extends over a period of more than two years, starting before the
financial year in which expenditure is to be incurred and ending almost twelve months
after that year has ended. At any one time Parliament may be considering expenditure
that relates to more than one financial year.

3. Under long-established constitutional practice, it is for the Crown (the Government)
te demand money, the House of Commons to grant it and the House of Lords to assent to
the grant.

4. Parliament gives statutory authority for funds to be drawn from the Consolidated
Fund (the Government’s general bank account at the Bank of England) to meet most
expenditure by government departments and certain related bodies by Acts of Parliament
known as Consolidated Fund Acts and by an annual Appropriation Act. Parliamentary
procedure leading to the passing of these Acts is known as “Supply procedure”. Funds
are made available under the Acts only for a specified financial year.

5. The process begins with the presentation to Parliament by the Treasury of Main
Supply Estimates containing a request for funds for the new financial year.

6. Presentation to Parliament does not authorise government departments to spend the
sums requested. Part I of each Estimate forms the basis of a Supply Resolution which is
normally voted on by MPs in the House of Commons before the end of July. A
Consolidated Fund {Appropriation) Bill is then brought in and passed before Parliament
rises for the summer Recess.

7. The resulting Appropriation Act authorises depariments to spend up to the amounts
requested in the Main Supply Estimates and in any Summer Supplementaries (see
paragraph 10). It not only gives Parliamentary authority for the total sums requested to
be issued from the Consolidated Fund but also limits the way in which this money can
be spent by prescribing how the overall sum is to be appropriated to particular Estimates
in order to finance specified services. It also appropriates to individual Estimates sums
provided under Consolidated Fund Acts passed since the previous Appropriation Act.

8. Revised Estimates affecting some expenditure may be presented to replace the
original Estimates before the Supply Resolution is voted on. They normally reduce the
provision sought in the original Estimate or vary the way in which it is to be spent.

9. Parliament does not normally approve the Main Estimates until around the end of
July or early August, so funds for the early months of the financial year are provided by
a system of Votcs on Account. These are normally presented to Parliament in the
previous November along with the Winter Supplementary Estimates (see paragraph 10).
In general they seek, for the coming financial year, 45 per cent of the amounts authorised
to date in the current year.
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10. The Government may decide to ask Parliament for additional money during the
year. Supplementary Supply Estimates, where necessary, are usually presented in June
(Summer), November (Winter) and February (Spring). Following any Estimates Day
debates (sec paragraph 18) and the vote on the necessary Supply Resclution, formal
statutory authority for extra funds is provided by the Appropriation Act in the case of
Summer Supplementaries and by separate Consolidated Fund Acts in the case of Winter
and Spring Supplementaries. The Winter Consolidated Fund Act also covers the Votes on
Account. Exceptionally, as necessary, Supplementaries may be presented at other times.

11. There is also a Contingencies Fund which can be used to tinance urgent expenditure
in anticipation of Parliamentary approval of Estimates. Total advances ocutstanding at any
time must not exceed 2 per cent of the previous year’s total Estimates provision.
Drawings on the Fund are repaid when Parliament has voted the additional money.

12. Supply Estimates are based on a cash accounting system for payments and receipts.
The provision for expenditure reflects the amounts expected to be paid in the year. No
provision is made for commitments entered into but not yet matured.

13. After the end of the financial year an Appropriation Account is prepared for each
Estimate which, after being certified by the Comptroller and Auditor General (and
reported on where necessary), is laid before the House of Commons in the Autumn
following the end of the financial year to which it relates.

14. The accounting and audit arrangements for some expenditure including grants in aid
and certain subscriptions to international organisations are different from those for most
expenditure. These exceptions are indicated by a common set of symbols used in all
Estimates {see Section 4).

15. Under the National Audit Act 1983 the Comptroller and Auditor General also carries
out value for money studies of departments’ expenditure. The Public Accounts
Committee’s examination of departments in these studies substantially enhances the
accountability provided through the Appropriation Accounts.

16. If expenditure on any Vote exceeds the funds available, and it is too late to seek a
Supplementary Estimate, the excess will appear in the department’s Appropriation
Accounts and will be reported on (o the Public Accounts Committee by the Comptroller
and Auditor General. Subject to that report, the necessary provision is sought in an
Excess Vote. A Statement of Excesses is presented to Parliament by the Treasury, usually
in February of the following year at the same time as Spring Supplementary Estimates.
Funds are then voted in March (i.e. 11 months after the end of the financial year to
which they relate).

17. Parliament’s consideration of individual Estimates is primarily a task for
departmentally-related Select Committees which examine the expenditure of particular
departments. A Committee may decide to examine individual Main or Supplementary
Estimates, ask the department for more information about some aspects and examine
Ministers and officials about particular areas of expenditure. A Committee’s conclusions
often take the form of a Report which 1s printed by the House.

18. The House of Commons has an opportunity to debate, and vote on, individual
Estimates on three Estimates Days in each Parliamentary Session. When this happens the
debate is generally informed by a Report from the relevant Select Commitiee, The time
available in Estimates Days is allocated on the advice of the Liaison Committee whose
membership includes the Chairmen of the Departmental Select Committees. In addition,
the Government may make some extra time available for debates on special
Supplementary Estimates.

19. Proceedings on Consolidated Fund Bills are formal, ie. not open to debate.

20. Under Standing Orders of the House of Commons, seven clear days must elapse
between the presentation of an Estimate and the vote on the related Supply Resolution.
The Government aims to leave at least 14 days betwecn presentation and the vote, and to
give Select Committees advance proof copies of Supplementaries ahead of prescntation,
although this may not always be possible. In practice, some 5-7 weeks are usually
available for Select Committees to examine Supplementaries on the three main
occasions when they are presented. This period is necessarily shorter if there are any late
revisions or any special Supplementaries.

10
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standing services

21. Parliament’s consideration of Estimates is therefore generally concentrated in three
periods:

(i} April=July for Main Estimates and June—July for Summer Supplementaries,
including any Estimates Day debates, followed by the Appropriation Act;

(i) November-December for Winter Supplementaries and any associated debates,
foltowed by a Consolidated Fund Bill; and

(iii) February-March for Spring Supplementarics and any associated debates, also
followed by a Consolidated Fund Bill.

22. Parliament has passed statutes that authorise certain expenditure to be charged
directly to the Consolidated Fund and not be subject to the annual Supply procedure.
These “Consolidated Fund standing services” include payments to the National Loans
Fund to service the National Debt, payments to the Northern Ireland Consolidated Fund
of a share of UK tax revenues, most payments to the European Communities, Her
Majesty’s Civil List and the salaries and pensions of some people who hold offices
which are constitutionally independent of the Executive. These include the Speaker of
the House of Commons, the Compiroller and Auditor General, United Kingdom
members of the European Parliament and the judiciary.

11



Classes of Estimates

Structure

Part1

Parts II and III

Section 4. Format of Estimates

1. This section explains the format of Main Estimates. The format of Supplementary
Estimates is described in their introductory pages when they are published during the
course of the year.

2. Atotal of 82 Main Estimates are presented (or 1999-2000. The Estimatcs are grouped
into Classes, each of which covers the Estimates which are the responsibility of one, or
sometimes more than one. department. The coverage of cach Class correpsonds to the
coverage of this year’s series of departmental reports (Cm 4202 1o Cim 4221). The
Estimatcs, with the exception of those presented separately for the House of Commons
and the National Audit Office, are presented to Parliament by the Financial Sccretary to
the Treasury.

3. Each Main Supply Estimate (or Vote) is in a standard format.

4. The Estimate is prefaced by a one page introductory note containing some basic
information intended to put it into context. The note indicates the cash limit status of the
expenditure contained within the Vote and gives a general description of the expenditure
involved, cross-referring to further explanatory information of cach Estimate section in
the relevant departmental report. It also draws atlention to any important features, such
as any contingent liabilities in force which if they matured would involve payments from
the Vote, and briefly compares the provision sought with the provision and likely outturn
in the previous year or years. It also indicates any related Votes of the same or other
departments.

5. The introduction is followed by the Estimate itself, which is in three parts.
6. Part I of the Estimate contains the following key facts:

(i) the net provision, i.e. the net amount of money sought for the coming financial
year;

(i1) a formal description of the services to be financed from the Estimate, known as its
“Ambit”; and

(iii) the department or person(s) who will account tor the Estimate and any amount
already allocated to it in the Vote on Account,

7. The net provision and the Ambit are important because they are both reproduced in
the Appropriation Act and togcether provide the statutory authority for the expenditure.
No expenditure can be {inanced from the Vote which is in excess of the net provision or
is not covered by the Ambit. Vote Ambits are kept under continual review to ensure that
they properly describe the purposcs for which expenditure may be incurred.

8. The remaining parts of the Estimate give a further breakdown of the expenditure for
which approval is sought.

9. Part I of the Estimate is in a tabular format consisting of one or more functional
sections corresponding with the detailed cash plans table of the relevant departmental
report. Different types of expendilure within the Estimate sections are shown in columns
using a standard form of analysis.

10. The first three columns of each Estimate table in Part 11 show the direct expenditure
of departments, agencies and other central government bodies on employment of staff
and the purchase of goods, services and physical assets. Column 1 shows the running
costs of government departments; column 2 shows other direct current expenditure; and
column 3 shows capital expenditure. Columns 4 and 5 show all grants and transfers from
central government bodies to other sectors, including grants to persons. Columns 4 and 5
cover respectively current and capital transfers with all linancial transactions with other
sectors included in the capital column.

11. Appropriations in aid are shown in a separate column and are deducted from the
oross provision to give the net amount for which approval is sought.

[2. The final two columns of each Estimate show total net provision for 1998-99, up to
and including any Spring Supplcmentaries, and net outturn for the previous year (1997—
98). These figures have been adjusted as far as possible to be consistent with the ]

Estimate structure for the coming year. For the Estimate as a whole, the forecast outturn

12



Information for
Parliament

Publication date

Contingent liabilities

for the current year is shown in the introductory note with a more detailed breakdown
given in the cash plans table of the relevant departmental report.

13. There is a direct read-across between the descriptors in the Part Il Estimate table and
the “voted in Estimates” section of the cash plans table in the corresponding
departmental report. As in the cash plans table, provision in the Estimate is grouped as
follows:

Departmental expenditure in Departmental Expenditure Limits
— Central government’s own expenditure
— Central government support for local authorities
— Nationalised industries’ external finance
Welfare to Work expenditure in Departmental Expenditure Limits
— Central government’s own expenditure
— Central government support for local authorities
Main departmental programmes in Annually Managed Expenditure
— Central government’s own expenditure
- Central government support for local authorities
— Nationalised industries’ external finance
Other expenditure oatside Departmental Expenditure Limits

14. Central government expenditure covers both central government’s own expenditure
and the financing requirements of public corporations (excluding nationalised
industries). Within these categories, expenditure is grouped into one or more sections as
necessary.

15. The individual expenditure items within the Estimate sections are the “subheads”
against which the Treasury will require the expenditure to be accounted for. Departments
may not redistribute the sums shown between sections, or into running costs within
sections, without the agreement of the Treasury which, as long as the total gross and net
amounts voted by Parliament are not exceeded, may sanction the use of savings in one
section or subhead to meet excess expenditure in another—a process known as
“virement”. This discretion will not be used in cases where the proposed rcallocation is
thought to be of such importance or so great a departure from the original Estimate that
it should be brought specifically before Parliament by means of a token Supplementary
Estimate.

16. Part TH of the Estimate gives details of receipts which are expected to be received
in connection with the expenditure on the Estimate but which are to be paid into the
Consolidated Fund and not appropriated in aid of the Vote.

17. Part I11 is followed by an explanatory footnote identifying expenditure resting on
the sole authority of the Appropriation Act.

18. Parts IT and III of the Vote are not reproduced in the Appropriation Act, although a
tolal figure is given in the Act for appropriations in aid—that is, receipts which
Parliament authorises to be used to tinance some or all of the gross expenditure on the
Estimate, thereby limiting the amount which needs to be issued from the Consolidated
Fund. Apart from the total of appropriaticns in aid, Parts Il and 111 do not therefore have
any statutory authority.

19. The Estimates, together with the supporting information in departmental reports,
provide an explanation of the expenditure that the Government proposes to finance from
funds made available by Parliament. More information is provided to Select Committees
through their consideration of Estimates or to the whole House through debaies (see
Section 3).

20. The Government aims to present the Main Estimates during March or early April
each year.

21. The introductory note to individual Votes draws attention to outstanding contingent
liabilities where any cost would be met from the Vote. Where the list of contingent
liabilities is too long to be contained within the single-page introductory note, the note
summarises the nature of the liabilities and gives a cross-reference to the full list of
liabilities published elsewhere, normally in the departmental report.

13



Appropriations 22. A'Treasury Minute under the Public Accounts and Charges Act 1891 has today been
in aid laid before Parliament directing the use as appropriations in aid of such sums shown in
the Estimates as would otherwise have been required to be surrendered to the
Consolidated Fund. The source of all types of receipts Lo be appropriated in aid is
explained in a footnote to Part IT of the Vote.

Symbols 23. For convenience, the symbols used throughout Supply Estimates are reproduced
below.
Public expenditure:
* A section of a Vote which contains discretionary expenditure.
@ Receipts which are classified as in “Departmental Expenditure Limits™ and are

surrendered to the Consolidated Fund as extra receipts rather than taken into the
Vote as appropriations in aid.

A Receipts which are classified as in “Main Departmental programmes in Annually
Managed Expenditure” and are surrendered direct to the Consolidaied Fund as extra
receipts rather than taken on to the Vote as appropriations in aid.

@ Extra receipts which are classified as negative “other expenditure outside
Departmental Expenditure Limits” and are surrendered to the Consolidated Fund as
extra receipts.

Q Includes notional expenditure in respect of capital charges offset by matching
negative expenditure in column 2 of the Part II table of the Estimate.

Statutery authority for expenditure:

B lieims where provision is sought under the sole authority of Part I of the Estimate
and of the confirming Appropriation Act.

Accounting and audit arvangements for grants in aid and certain subscriptions, efc, to
international organisations:

¥ The accounts of this body are audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General and
presented to Parliament.

# The accounts of this body are audited by auditors appointed by the Secretary of
State (or Minister) and presented to Parliament. The books and accounts are also
open to inspection by the Comptroller and Auditor General.

# The accounts of this body are audited by aunditors appointed by the Secretary of
State (or Minister) and prescnted to Parliament.

14



Section 5. Supply Estimates by Vote

Table 5.1 summarises the Estimates Classes and provides information for each Class and
Vote. It shows the amount sought for individual Votes in each Class in 1999-2000, the

outturn for 1997-98 and the total provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99.

Table 5.1 Supply Estimates by Vote 1997-98 to 1999-2000
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Introduction

19992000, Class 1, Vote 1

Department for Education and
Employment: programmes and
central services

1. The Vote provides for expenditure by the Department for Education and Employment
in pursuil of its objectives as reflected in the section headings. It also provides for
administrative expenditure by the department in implementing its programmes and on
central services including support for the Employment Service.

2. Further information on the targets and performance of programmes covered by the
vote is in the Departmental Report for the Department for Education and Employment
(Cm 4202). Expenditure in Sections A, [, O and P of the Vote is explained in Chapter 1
of Cm 4202, that in Sections B, C, J, M and R in Chapter 2 of Cm 4202; that in Sections
F and N in Chapter 3 of Cm 4202; and that in Sections D, E, K, L and Q in Chapter 6 of
Cm 4202. Sections G and H inciude other central functions and running costs, further
details of which are in Chapter 8 and Annex E of Cm 4202. Details of appropriations in
aid on this Vote are in Annex T of Cm 4202.

3. Payments on account on the basis of uncertified claims will be made periodically as
required to the organisations covered by this Vote and charged to the subheads at the
time of issue. Any necessary adjustnicnts will be made in subsequent net payments of
grant and irrespective of financial years. These organisations will be required to submit
audited statements of accounts.

4, This Vote includes net expenditure comprising agency payments to local authorities
and non-Exchequer bodies for education, training and employment projects assisted by
the European Social Fund less receipts from the EC to meet such payments. Table 6.1 of
Cm 4202 provides details of this expenditure.

5. The Vote also includes provision for a number of grant-in-aid funded bodies, details
of which are given in Annex G of Cm 4202. It also includes loans to the University for
Industry for working capital, capital expenditure on furniture and equipment and/or for
rent on premises; and provision to use accumulated surpluses from structural funds
reccipts to cover shortfalls and other losses. The long term projects table can be found in
Annex D of Cm 4202.

6. The contingent liabilities which would fall to be met from this Vote are set out in
Chapter 8 of Cm 4202,

7. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 3 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £12.3 billion. A breakdown of expenditure for 1993-
94 to 2001--02 is given in Annex A of Cm 4202.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class 1, Vote 1
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class I, Vote 2

Teachers’ superannuation: England
and Wales

1. The Vote provides for the payments of pensions and lump sum benefits to persons
covered by the Teachers” Pension Scheme (TPS). The rules of the scheme are contained
in the Teachers’ Pensions Regulations 1997. The scheme applies mainly to teachers
employed in schools in England and Wales and their dependants. Provision is made for
the refund of contributions to early leavers, and for the payment of and receipt of transfer
payments in respect of teachers moving out of and into employment covered by the
scheme. The Vote also includes the increascs payable in accordance with the Annual
Review Orders made under section 59 of the Social Security Pensions Act 1975 and
section 109 of the Pensicns Schemes Act 1993. Further details of the expenditure on this
Vote can be found in Chapter | of the Department for Education and Employment
Departmental Report 1999, Cm 4202.

2. The TPS is notionally funded. Part of its income consists of actual receipts, e.g.
contributions from employers and employees, transfer payments from other
superannuation schemes, etc. These arc appropriated in aid of this Vote to meet
expenditure on benefits, although in practice there need be no correspondence beiween
receipts and expenditure.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 10 per cent lower than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,959 million.

4. Benefits and contributions are carried to a statutory account and valued
quinguennially by the Government Actuary. The deficiency revealed as at 31 March
1996 was £3,960 million and this falls to be met by the employers aver a period of 40
years.

5. The Vole also contains provisions for premature retirement compensation payments
made on behalf of employers and for the recovery of the costs of these payments from
employers.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class I, Vote 2
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class I, Vote 3

Employment Service

1. The Vote provides for expenditure on: assessing whether people who are uncmployed
meet the labour market conditions for receipt of the Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) and
helping them, as well as other disadvantaged people, into work through a network of
Jobcentres where details of job vacancies are available and advisory services provided; a
range of programmes, including the New Deal initiatives set up under the Welfare to
Work programine, designed to improve individuals’ prospects of obtaining employment;
grants towards supported employment; and the administration of the Employment
Service. Expenditure on certain elements of JSA which the Employment Service delivers
on behalf of the Benefits Agency and which are covered by a service level agreement, is
reccived as an appropriation in aid from the Department of Social Security (Class XII,
Vote 3). Further information about the activities for which the expenditure is incurred
can be found in Chapter 3 of the Government’s 1999 Departmental Report for the
Department for Education and Employment (Cm 4202).

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 1s 23.3 per cent higher than the final net
provision for 1998-99 of £1.775,669,000 and 56.4 per cent highcr than the forecast
outturn for that year of £1,400,000,000. The increase in provision is due mainly to the
New Deal for Young People, Long term Unemployed and Lone Parents running at a
steady state rather than building up, the national roll out of the New Deal for Partners
and the introduction of the New Deal for the over 50°s. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Annex A of Cm 4202,

3. There is an unquantifiable contingent liability on this Vote in respect of the legal
responsibility that the Secretary of State for Education and Employment has as sole
guarantor of Remploy Limited. The liability is secured by an all monies debenture. For
1999-2000 the grant in aid to Remploy Limited is just over £94 million, with a facility
for temporary loans to a maximum of an additional £5 million.

4. Details of appropriation in aid and Consolidated Fund extra receipts on this Vote and
long term capital projects covered by this Vote are shown respectively in Annexes I and
Dii of Cm 4202.

5. Symbols are cxplained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class L, Vote 3
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Introduction

19992000 Class 1, Vote 4

Office of Her Majesty’s Chief
Inspector of Schools in England

1. The Office of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector (OHMCI) was established on

1 September 1992 under the Education (Schools) Act 1992 (now the School Inspections
Act 1996) and conducts business under the name of OFSTED (Office for Standards in
Education). Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector (HMCT) has a general responsibility to keep
the Secretary of State for Education and Employment informed about the quality,
standards and financial efficiency of schools and nursery providers in England and the
development of pupils within those schools. HMCI is also responsible for the inspection
of Local Education Authorities (LEAs). HMCI, specifically, gives advice based on
inspection, on teacher training and education (initial and in-service) to the Secretary of
State and the Teacher Training Agency. In addition, HMCI’s remit also includes giving
advice, inspecting and reporting on matters relating to education in general and on issues
or institutions as requested by the Secretary of State; running the system of inspection of
schools and of other educational institutions, funded nursery providers and LEAs in
England; and ather functions required by the Secretary of State. Other responsibilities
are specified in the School Inspections Act 1996, the Further and Higher Education Act
1992, the Education Acts 1994 and 1997, the School Standards and Framework Act 1998
and the Teaching and Higher Education Act 1998.

2. The Vote covers the OHMCTI’s administration expenditure (Section A), which
includes inspections carried out by Her Majesty’s Inspeciors (HMI), the provision of
advice to the Department for Education and Employment and other departments, and the
publication of reports and advice on best practice; and inspection expenditure (Section
A), which includes payments under contract for the inspection of schools and other
educational institutions, funded nursery providers and LEAs, provision of publicity
material to parents and schools, commissioned research relevant to OHMCI's
responsibilities and running invitation conferences.

3. Expenditure contained in the Vote is explained in Chapter 9 of the Department for
Education and Employment Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4202).

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 13.0 per cent lower than the final nct
provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £110.342 million.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class I, Vote 5

Sure Start

1. The Vote provides for payments in connection with the Sure Start programme further
details of which can be found in Chapter 1 of the Departmental Report for the
Department for Education and Employment 1999 (Cm 4202).

2. This is the first tull year in which there has been expenditure on the Sure Start
programme. £2,500,000 was made available in 1998-99 in connection with setting up
costs from Class I, Vote 1.

3. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Ciass II, Vote 1

Hospital, community health, family
health and related services, England

1. About 96 per cent of central government expenditure on Health and Persenal Social
Services {HPSS) in England is in sections A to F: the balance of voted expenditure
including the Department’s costs of administering expenditure from this Vote is borne on
Class IT, Vote 2. Corresponding expenditure in Scotland is shown in Scotland’s Supply
Estimates 1999-2000 (HC 193) presented on 4 February 1999, Class XTIV, Vote 1
provides for expenditure in Waies for the period 1 April to 30 June 1999. Thereafter,
responsibility passes to the National Assembly for Wales. Corresponding expenditure in
Northern Treland is published in separate Estimates for the Government of Northern
Ireland.

2. This Vote providces for expenditure which is managed by the NHS Executive and for
which the NHS Chief Executive is the Accounting Officer.

3. Section A covers expenditure on the hospital, community health, discretionary family
health and related services and on NHS Trusts. This is mainly made up of current and
capital advances to health authorities to fund unified budgets which cover hospital and
community health services, prescribing costs and discretionary general medical services.
Health authorities commission the health services needed for their populations from the
unified budgets. Section A also covers the central funding of certain national bodies

(cg. the high security psychiatric services Special Health Authorities, the Prescription
Pricing Authority and the Dental Practice Board) of services (eg. purchase of vaccines)
and of service specific levies for education and training and research and development.
Departmental Report (Cm 4203, Chapter 4 and Annex G).

4, Most NHS Trusts’ expenditure on the provision of healthcare is financed through
income from service agreements with health authorities and other purchasers. Where the
NHS Trusts” income is insufficient to fund approved capital expenditure then this is met
(within approved limits) by Public Dividend Capital (PDC) advances, a form of long
term government [inance on which trusts pay dividends to the government. Temporaty
cash flow financing needs are also met in this way. Section A therefore includes provison
for issues of new PDC, repayments of PDC and principle repayments of existing loans
by NHS Trusts. (Cm 4203, Annex D3). Provision is included within advances to health
authorities to meet the cost of capital charged by NHS Trusts. An equivalent amount is
paid back to the Department in the form of interest and PDC dividends, collectively
called trusts debt remuneration, and from April 1999 will be treated as an Appropriation
in Aid of the Vote and included in Section A. Both the provision and the receipts amount
to £1,306.544 million.

5. Sections B to F cover the cost of the demand-led family health services provided
under Part IT of the NHS Act 1977. These comprise the renumeration of general medical
practitioners (other than reimbursement of certain expenses which are covered by
Section A), together with the cost of general dental services, general ophthalmic services
and most fees and allowances for dispensing and other pharmaceutical services. The cost
of drugs prescribed by family health service practitioners are to form part of Health
Authority unified allocations in Section A. (Cm 4203, Paragraphs 4.56 to 4.72).

6. Section G covers an appropriate element of National Health Service contributions
paid by employers and employees. Section H covers mainly provision for financing the
difference in timing where a heaith authority transfers its banking from a commercial
cheque based system to the Paymaster’s payable order system.

7. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 8.2 per cent higher than both the final net
provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £30,685 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Figure Bl and Annex B
of Cm 4203.

8. Adetailed analysis of appropriations in aid and contingent liabilities on this Vote are
shown in full in Annex D of Cm 4203.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class II, Vote 1
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class 11, Vote 2

Department of Health
administration, miscellaneous health
and personal social services,
England

1. Most central government expenditure on health and personal social services (HPSS)
is on Class 11, Vote 1; while this Vote covers a wide range of miscellancous HPSS for
which the Permanent Sccrctary of the Department of Health is the Accounting Officer, as
follows:

Sections A to F: the gross running costs of the Department and its Agencies and the
associated capital expenditure on buildings, furniture, computer and telecommunications
equipment elc.

Sections G and H: central health and miscellaneous scrvices (CHMS) consists of
advances to non-departmental public bodies (including the National Biological
Standards Board, the National Radiological Protection Board, the Public Health
Laboratory Service, the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, but not
advances to the Central Council for Education and Training in Social Work which are
included in Section J) and special health authorities (ineluding the Microbiological
Research Authority and the Health Education Authority) for their work on regulatory and
protection services and health promotion; and certain other services such as grants to
voluntary organisations, research and development, information services and payments
to international organisations. Section H also includes grant-in-aid provision for the
Family Fund Trust (£18,818,000). (Cm 4203, Figure 3.1 and Annex G).

Section I: (CHMS non discretionary) consists of European Economic Area medical
costs and welfare food. (Cm 4203, Figure 3.1).

Section J: social services training.

Sections K to T: certain grants to local authorities including social services training,
provision of secure accommodation, services for people with HIV infection and AIDS,
for thosc with a mental illness, for alcohol and drug misusers, support for carers,
initiatives to improve partnerships with Health Authorities for the prevention of
unnecessary stays in hospitals, for the improvement of children’s services and care for
unaccompanied asylum seeking children. Advances to local authorities for personal
social services specific and special grants are charged to the Vote at the time of issue, and
as final grant expenditure is not known until local authorities” accounts are audited after
the end of the financial year, any necessary adjustments may be made in subsequent
advances. (Cm 4203, Figure 5.1).

Section U: employment subsidy from the Department for Education and Employment in
respect of people employed under the Welfare to Work programme,

Section V: other services outside Departmental Expenditure Limits, mainly payments
under the Animal (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986,

2. The UK subscription to the World Health Organisation (£14,000,000) is included in
Section H.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.4 per cent lower than both the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,458 million,

4. Adctailed analysis of the appropriations in aid and contingent liabilities on this Vote
are shown in full in (Cm 4203, Annex D).

5. Corresponding expenditure in Scotland is shown in Scotland’s Supply Estimates
19992000 (HC193) presented on 4 February 1999. Class X1V, Vote 1 provides for
expenditure in Wales for the period 1 April to 30 June 1999. Thereafter, responsibility
passes to the National Assembly for Wales, Corresponding expenditure in Northern
Ireland is published in Separate Estimates for the Government of Northern Ireland.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class II, Vote 3

National Health Service
(Superannuation, etc), England &
Wales

1. This Vote covers expenditure managed by the NHS Pensions Agency. The Agency
Chief Executive is the Accounting Officer and is responsible for the payment of pensions
and lump sum benefits to persons covered by the National Health Service Pension
Scheme. The rules of the scheme are set out in the National Health Service Pension
Scheme Regulations 1995. Membership of the scheme is open to most employees in the
NHS and for doctors and dentists in general practice, and the benefits include payments
to widows or widowers and dependants of participants who die in service or after
retirement. Provision is made for refunds of contributions to early leavers, and for the
payment and receipt of transfer payments in respect of persons moving out of and into
employments covered by the scheme. The Vote includes the increase payable in
accordance with the Annual Review Orders made under Section 59 of the Social
Security Pension Act 1975. Further details of the expenditure contained in Section A can
be found in Annex C Table 2 of the Department of Health Report Cm 4203.

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 40 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £729.523 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 is given in Annex C Table 2 of Cm 4203.

3. The scheme is notionalty funded for basic benefits but not for pensions increase. Part
of its income consists of actual receipts cg contributions from employees and employers,
capitalised payments for early retirements, transfers from other superannuation schemes
etc. These are appropriated in aid of the Vote to meet expenditure on benefits. Further
details of appropriations in aid can be found in Table 2 of Cm 4203,

4. Gross expenditure in 1998-99 is expected to amount to £2,359 million and the
provision for 1999-2000 shows an increase of 9 per cent on that sum. This increase
arises from a combination of higher new awards of pensions and lump sums as a resuft
of pay increases, the increase in pensions under the 1997 and 1998 Review Orders, and
an expected increase in the number of pensioners. The increase also provides for the
expected effects of voluntary membership of the scheme.

3. The increased provision reflects the pension increase of 3.2 per cent applicable from
12 April 1999. This is consistent with similar assumptions made elsewhere in the
Estimates. The provision also reflects the 1998 pay increases averaging about 3.5 per
cent [or which the major cffective date was 1 April. Expenditure is also increasing due to
the rise in the number of beneficiaries from an average of 437,749 during 1998-99 (o
453,236 during 1999-2000 (including about 54,887 compensation cases by the year
end).

6. It has been assumed that pensions in non-compensation cases averaging about
£5,368.00 a year will be in payment to about 342 899 retiring participants, and that about
55,450 dependants will be receiving pensions averaging about £2,888.00 a year. This
compares with an average pension of £5,010.33 a year expected to be in payment io
332,912 retired participants and an average pension of £2,877.79 a year expected to be in
payment to 53,950 dependants in 1998-99. The supcerannuation clement of tecutring
payments in compensation cases is expected to average about £4,057.00.

7. The NHS Pensions Agency is responsible for administering the scheme: the related
running costs are borne on Class I, Vote 2.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class II1, Vote 1

Housing, construction, regeneration,
regional policy, and countryside and
wildlife, England

1. Details of programmes covered by the Vote can be found in the Department of
Environment, Transport and the Regions Annual Report 1999 (Cm 4204). Chapter 2
covers expenditure on social housing (local authorities and Registered Social Landlords),
rent and leasehold services; private housing renewal; and response to homelessness
(Sections A to B, [ to ], O and Q to S). Chapter 3 covers support for the UK construction
industry (Section C). Chapter 4 covers regional and local regeneration programmes
{Sections D to E, and K) and European Regional Development Fund projects (Sections
G toH, M to N and U to V). Chapter 5 covers countryside and wildlife programmes
(Sections F, L, Pand T). Chapter 11 covers regional policy (Section D).

2. Expected use of grant-in-aid by NDPBs, as shown in figures B1-13 of Cm 4204, is:
(1) Housing Corporation 4 (£1,490,807,000), (2) Regional Development Agencies ¥
(£707.707,000), (3) Urban Regeneration Agency (English Partnerships) 4
(£76,308,000), (4) Housing Action Trusts 4 (£56,400,000), (5) Docklands Light
Railway # (£21.,400,000), (6) Nature Conservancy Council for England ¥
(£44,680,000), (7) Countrysidec Agency ¥ (48,735,000), (8) Development Commission
¥ (2,737,000), and (9) National Forest Company (£3,100,000).

3. Most NDPBs are partially funded by receipts. Regional Development Agencies
(RDASs) receipts are estimated al £180 million, of those RDA receipts in excess of £234
million will either be appropriated in aid of the vote or surrendered to the Consolidated
Fund as extra receipts.

4. Where advance payments are made pending audit of final claims, the Vote records net
payments within the financial year incloding adjustments in respect of previous years.
Departmental running costs of £3,000,000 for Rent Assessment Panels are carried on
Section B of this Vote. Other administrative costs associated with this Vote are on Class
IIT, Vote 5. Detailed analysis of appropriations in aid can be found in Figure A14, and of
Consolidated Fund extra rceeipts in figure A15 of Cm 4204. There are a number of
contingent liabilities which, il any costs arisc, would involve payments from the Vote.
Those outstanding at 31 March 1999 were £20,000,000 for the Docklands Light
Railway; and an unquantified amount relating to Special Protection Areas.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 1.8 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £6,665,365,000. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in figure Al of Cm 4204.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.

41



1999-2000, Class III, Vote 1

e
- Ghe
s et

56057




Central government support Tor focal suthioriilies

I: flousing specificd capital gramfs : Lo LD Snonn e
e e IR0 65215 65395 6539 G62IE 6991
*d: Otherhousing S
[ e e - 32377 172843 205220 2000 203220 234648 28RGSI

*K: Regencration w o w s
‘ = o 3020 214209 277249 R600 268649 SRSE35 TN
oL Commtpvside andwildiife s T el S i IH“: -

L ee L n L ear L ey g e

=M Bropean Strpctural Fundeiney) G e s e e L
i e Lt . A L Lo Lo 0
KNz Ewopenn Reglonal Dovclopiment Find projecis not fundedtyor inadvapes of ECtwenipls - o0

Ceatral government’s own expenditure o
Or Housing Revenue Accounr Susidy thousing lemient) .
- - sM000 - osMe00 -
P: Bulfpensionsfransfers

Deiaanail cainl - JEESE- e e L EmRe L

Central government supnort for localauthorities

Q: Housing Revenue Account Subsidy frent rebote elementy o i .
e e s e

Qmeréw@&é&& éﬁ;stde‘!}égargmema! Eipfmﬂhﬁré:i;iﬁiiis; o . o ‘ -

R: Howsing Corporation ‘ .,
e e - . 000000 o soeopn.

S¢ Other housing o -

S g0 350 rese s

T: Countryside and wildiife o e S
e - om0 - T0 o T 7 6iS

Vs Eyropean Strwctural Freds: local authoriy capitalfines. 0 e i

: o e Se L e

: ?-E:zmpean Régi&nﬂfﬁgrg@apﬁem Fgé& jmzfécz‘s ;}qi ﬁ%zérfédib}’&}*ii}: a§V§1ﬁe¢ of ﬁ(mcewﬂ Lo : :

o Amounttue mavbe applicdas

“apprepristionsinaid inaddidontothe . services;reveipts omesher povermment - the Urbao Regencration Agencyacting
o oas the agents of the Secrctary of Swte e

~bodies; refund of corporaton X apd -~
bank interest, :

43



1999—2000 Class 111, Vote 1

998w99

g "3:3: :-'32
'.1?&0;

iy it
i }iuuﬁzng Smpumiwn ®
3 Housing tansfers @
4. Development Commission @ o

- hopn charge grewfx em:f aygess apprapr éewm zn am‘
i Smgiez }fegw:em{zwz l#;&dgef e Ce

44



Introduction

1999-2000, Class I11, Vote 2

Planning, roads, local transport and
vehicle safety

1. The Vole contains provision for transport grants to local authorities including
transport supplementary grant, public transport facilities grant, Industrial Development
Act grant and support for rural bus services, along with other expenditure relating to
roads, local transport and vehicle safety including Pricrity (Red) Routes in London,
vehicle and traffic enforcement, road safety publicity campaigns, Government Otfice
programme expenditure including maintenance and operation of the Woolwich Ferry and
payments to (and recoverics from) agent authorities in exercise of the Secretary of
State’s reserve powers of traffic control, other grants and consultancies, statistics,
censuses and surveys, Trans European Network payments for roads and local transport
projects, research and support for roads and local transport, the travel awareness
campaign, promoting green transport plans, and licence fee refunds to goods and public
service vehicle operators and drivers. It also includes provision for planning
programmes, including planning and minerals research and other planning programmes,
and payments to the Ordnance Survey.

2. Transport supplementary grant (Section M), the largest single component of the voted
provision, is paid to local authorities in England in respect of capital expenditure on
highways and traffic regulation under the Local Government Finance Act. The grant
provision of £158.042million also includes a sum in respect of the structural
maintenance of bridges and principal roads.

3. Provision for the Ordnance Survey was previously held on a separate Vote {Class VI,
Vote 13 in 1998-99). However, following this body’s change to Trading Fund status with
effect from 1 April 1999, payments to the Ordnance Survey in respect of the National
Interest Mapping Services Agreement and severance costs associated with the move to
Trading Fund status, will be met from this Vote. Provision of £23,873 million has been
included for this expenditure under Section I.

4, The Priority (Red) Routes in London (Section B) provision comprises a grant in aid
to the Traffic Director of £22.993million.

5. Further details of the expenditure contained in Sections A to P of this Vote can be
found in chapters 6,7, 8, 12, 13, 17 and 18 of the Environment, Transport and the
Regions Report 1999 (Cm 4204).

6. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 11.3 per cent lower than the final net
provision for 1998-99 of £358.263 million and 7.9 per cent lower than the forecast
outturn for that year of £344.993 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for
1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 3.1B of Cm 4204,

7. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid of this vote and Consolidated Fund
extra receipts can be found in Tables A13 and A14 respectively of Cin 4204,

8. Symbols are explained in the Tntroduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class 111, Vote 3

Environmental protection and water

1. Section A includes provision for energy efficiency; grant in aid to the UK
Ecolabelling Board 4 (£10,000); support for the Energy Saving Trust; environmental
technology; environmental publicity and awareness; grants under the Environmental
Action Fund; support for Environmental Campaigns Ltd; contributions to international
organisations (including a £4,500,000 contribution to UNEP); the Wash Estuary Trial
Bank; the National Environmental Technology Centre; grants under the “Darwin
initiative™; support for the Mersey Basin Business Foundation; payments to the
Meteorological Office for pollution response services; and radon measurement and
support of remedial works campaigns (see Chapter & of the Department of the
Environment, Transport and the Regions 1999 Annual Report) (Cm 4204).

2. Section B covers expenditure on environmental research and long term monitoring
{see Chapter 9 of Cm 4204).

3. Section C covers expenditure on grant in aid to the Environment Agency
(£98,100,000) (see Chapter 9 of Cm 4204).

4. Section D provides for compensation payments to sufferers or their dependents
affected by pneumoconiosis and other dust related diseases and associated costs (see
Chapter 9 of Cm 4204).

3. Section E covers payments for water supply and sewerage services (except where
made to local authorities) and grants towards national security measures (see Chapter 9
of Cm 4204).

6. Section F provides for grant in aid to the British Waterways Board % (£58,690,000)
(see Chapter 9 of Cm 4204).

7. Section G covers grants to local authorities for water supply and sewerage in assisted
areas (see Chapter 9 of Cm 4204).

8. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.9 per cent lower than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £348,780,000.

9. Further details of appropriations in aid can be found in Figure A13 of Cm 4204 and
further details of Consolidated Fund extra receipts can be feund in Figure A14 of
Cm 4204.

10. Provision would be sought on the Vote for any expenditure arising from the
indemnity by the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority to certain ship owners in
respect of claims by third parties arising from dumping radioactive waste at sea. The
extent of the liability is unquantifiable. There is also an unquantifiable contingent
liability relating to the Environment Agency remnant pension fund responsibilities.

11. Control on the payment of grants from provision on this Vote is exercised by the
approval of schemes. In most cases advance payments are made pending audits of final
claims. Grant in aid is paid to public corporations and NDPBs as and when required. The
Vote records payments within the financial year including adjustments in respect of
previous years.

12. Administrative costs associated with this Vote are borne on Class III Vote 5.

13. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class T1I, Vote 4

Local government, England

1. The Vote covers the cost of Exchequer grants, contributions, non-domestic rates
(NDR}), and other payments paid in England by the Department of the Environment,
Transport and the Regions to local authorities and other bodies. It is divided into eight
scctions:

Section A: payments in respect of rating and banding work by the Valuation Office
Agency, and the costs of valuation tribunals. Department of the Eavironment,
Transport and the Regions Annual Report (Cm 4204), sections 10.34 to 10.36.

Section B: grant in aid te the Local Government Commission 4 and payments to
the Audit Commission # in respect of the Best Value Inspectorate. Provision of
£3.3 million is subject to the passage of the Local Government Bill and will not be
used for any purpose until the Bill has been enacted or, in the event of the Bill not
passing into law, further authority has been obtained from Parliament. Cm 4204,
sections 10.39 and 10.40.

Section C: the local government research programme and publicity. Cm 4204,
section 10.41.

Section D: cxpenditure on costs of preparing for the Greater London Authority and
associated bodies (£6.000 million), and on the elections for the Mayor and
Assembly (£8.500 million). Provision of £8.500 million is subject to the passage of
the Greater London Authority Bill and will not be used for any purpose until the
Bill has been enacted or, in the event of the Bill not passing into law, further
authority has been obtained from Parliament. Cm 4204, chapter 12.

Section E: provides for the payment of revenue support grant (RSG) to receiving
authorities in England, to specified bodies and to the Commission for Local
Administration in England; reorganisation: transitional reduction grant under
Section 88A of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 and SSA reduction grants,
central support protection grant and grant in respect of the capital element of
contracts let under the Private Finance Initiative under Section 88B of the Local
Government Finance Act 1988. Cm 4204, sections 10.10 to 10.25.

Section F: provides for the payment of non-domestic rates (NDR) to receiving
authorities in England Cm 4204, sections 10.26 to 10.29.

Section G: provides for the payment of grants to beacon local authorities in
England under Section 88B of the Local Government Finance Act 1988, Cm 4204,
section 10.1 and 10.39.

Section H: provides for repayments of excess contributions to the non-domestic
rating pool made by billing authorities in England in 1998-99 and previous years.

2. Further information on the Department’s Jocal government programmes can be found
in Chapter 10 of the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions Annual
Report 1999 (Cm 4204). A detailed analysis of the approptiations in aid and extra
receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund on this Vote can be found in Tables A13 and
Al4 of Cm 4204.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 1s 4.4 per ecent higher than the final net provision
for 1998-99 of £32,678 million and 5.2 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that
year of £32,409 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual
function is given in Table A4 of Cm 4204,

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class I1I, Vote 5

Department of the Environment,
Transport and the Regions:
administration

1. Section A includes the budgets managed internally by the 10 budget groups within the
Department. The Department’s Annual Report for 1999 (Cm 4204) provides more
information in chapter 1.

2. Section B contains the Department’s share of the costs of the government offices for
the regions. Furthcr information can be found in Chapter 1 of Cm 4204,

3. Section C covers the Health and Safety Commission (HSC) which was established in
1974 to help improve the health, safety and welfare of persons at work and to protect the
public against the risks arising from the activities of people at work. Within HSC’s net
grant in aid of £182,355,000 there is a gross running costs limit of £169,898,000 and a
net running cost limit of zero covering the Health and Safety Laboratory. Further
information about the activities of HSC can be tound in Chapter 19 of Cm 4204.

4. Section D covers expenditure by the Department on residual costs of PSA Services
(PSAS). Further details of this expenditure can be found in Chapter 1 of Cm 4204.

5. Section E provides for receipts in respect of sevarence payments from the Building
Management businesses privatiscd during 1993. Further details of this expenditure can
be found in Chapter 1 of Cm 4204,

6. Information about appropriations in aid and extra receipts payable to the
Consolidated Fund can be found in Tables A13 and Al4 of Cm 4204,

7. The Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions has a gross running
cost limit of £649,195,000. The limit comprises of provision held in Sections A, B and C
of this Vote; Section B of Class III, Vote 1, Sections A, B, F and H of Class III Vote 7,
Section B of Class 111, Vote 8; and Section A of Class I11, Votc 9. Further information is
also provided in Table A1l of Cm 4204,

8. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is similar to the final net provision and the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £461.763 million.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introducticon to this booklet.
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Transport industries

Introduction 1. The Vote contains part of the Department’s support to the public and private
industries. The remainder is in the passenger vail services Vote (Class ITI, Vote 10) and
the planning, roads, local transport and vehicle safety Vote (Class II1, Votie 2). The
Department’s administration Vote (Class I, Vote 5) also includes administration costs
relevant to this Vote.

2. Grants to British Rail form part of that industry’s external financing requircment.

3. Grants to London Transport form part of that industry’s external financing
requirement,

4. Expenditure falling within the Department’s Departmental Expenditure Limit in
(sections A to V) of this Vote is explained in chapter 8 of the Department of the
Environment, Transport and the Regions Report 1999 (Cm 4204).

5. Provision sought for 1999-2000 is 16 per cent lower than the final net provision for
1998-99 of £1,355.039,000 and 1 per cent lower than the forecast outturn for that year
of £1,147,968,000. A breakdown of the outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is
given in Table A6 of Cm 4204.

6. A detailed analysis of appropriations in aid of this Vote and extra receipts payable to
the Consolidated Fund can be found in Tables A13 and A14 respectively of Cm 4204,

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklct.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class 111, Vote 7

Other executive agencies

1. The Vote contains provision for the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, the Planning
Inspectorate Executive Agency and the Rent Officer Services Agency which are subject
to gross running cost control; the Vehicle Certification Agency which is subject to net
running cost control; grants to the Vehicle Inspectorate; loans to the Vehicle Inspectorate,
the Driving Standards Agency and the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre Executive
Agency trading funds; and the capital charge for the Queen Elizabeth Il Conference
Centre.

2. Details of the main activities of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (Section A) can
be found in Chapter 16 of the Department of the Environment, Transport and the
Regions’ Annual Report 1999, Cm 4204,

3. Section B covers the costs of the Planning Inspectorate Executive Agency activities in
England and Wales. The costs incurred by the Agency in carrying out work in Wales are
reimbursed by the Welsh Office and the receipts are included under appropriations in aid.
Further informion is contained in Chapter 6 of Cm 4204.

4. Details of the main activities of the Vehicle Certification Agency (Section C), the
Vehicle Inspectorate (Section D) and the Priving Standards Agency (Section E) can be
found in Chapter 7 of Cm 4204.

5. The Rent Officer Services Agency will be established on 1 October 1999. The agency
will be formed by reconstituting the current Rent Officer Service. Provision for the Rent
Officer Service will be contained on Class III, Vote 1 up to 30 September 1999 and from
1 October 1999 provision for the new agency will be contained on Class 111, Vote 7
(Section F). Details of the main activities of the Rent Officer Service can be found in
Chapter 2 of Cm 4204.

6. Further details on agencies’ expenditure and performance can be found in their
published annual business plans and Annual Reports.

7. The Maritime and Coastguard Agency, the Planning Inspectorate Executive Agency,
the Rent Officer Services Agency and the Queen Elizabeth I Conference Centre include
total running cost provision of £104.0 million which forms part of the department’s gross
running cost limit.

8. Further information about appropriations in aid and extra receipts payable to the
Consolidated Fund can be found in Appendices Al3 and Al14 of Cm 4204.

9. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 23.7 per cent higher than the final net
provision and forecast outtarn for 1998-99 of £112.1 million.

10. There is one outstanding contingent liability, where any costs arising would be met
from the Vote.

Amount

outstanding

at 31.3.99

Nature of Hability £m
Industrial injuries to trainees under the Merchant Navy Training Scheme 0.3

11. Symbols are explained in the Tntroduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class III, Vote 8

Highways Agency

1. The Vote covers the management, maintenance and improveient of the trunk road
network and motorway system in England for which the Secretary of State is
responsible, payments to Private Consortia for Design, Build Finance and Operate
Schemes, 100 per cent grants Lo local authoritics for works on local authority roads
required or incurred by the Department and developers contributions, together with the
associated administrative costs. Expenditure in Section A of the Vote is explained in
Chapter 7, table 7a of the Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4204) and expenditure in
Section B in Chapter 1, appendix A1l of Cm 4204,

2. Advances to agent authorities in respect of maintenance and improvement will be
made as required and charged to the Vote at the time of issue, any necessary adjustments
being made on subsequent advances. The authorities will be required to submit
statements of expenditure incurred. Local authority accounts will be inspected on behalf
of the Secretary of State for Transport by auditors appointed by the Audit Commission.

3. Administration (Section B} includes running costs provision of £76.710 million
which forms part of the Department’s gross running costs limit.

4, TENs programme (Section C) includes reccipts from the EC and associated
expenditure - further details can be found in Table A7 of Cm 4204.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 3.4 per cent lower than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1.435 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-9% by individual functions is given in the cash plans table A7 of Cm
4204.

0. There were four outstanding contingent liabilities outstanding at 31.3.98, where any
costs arising would be met from the Vote. These are as follows:

Nature of liability.

Dartford Thurrock Crossing — protection to third parties in the unquantifiable
event of siltation or scouring attributable to bridge construction

where costs arise beyond the time they could be met from toll

revenue.

Birmingham Northern Relief Road - liabilities arising under ~ unquantifiable
the Agreement with the concessionaire in the event of changes
in policy or legislation.

Indemnities given to the Department’s stafl who are acting unquantifiable
as non-executive directors of commercial organisations and

indemnities given to contractors for various purposes.

Second Severn Crossing — liabilities arising under the unquantifiable
Agreement with the Concessionaire,

7. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid on this Vote and extra receipts
payable to the Consolidated Fund can be found in Table A13 and Table A14 respectively
of Cm 4204,

8. Details of long term capital projects can be found in Table C2 of the appendices of
Cm 4204.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class 111, Vote 9

Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Agency

1. The Vote covers expenditure on driver and vehicle licensing and registration and the
collection of motor vehicle excise duty. 1t includes the Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Centre at Swansea and some 40 local vehicle registration offices, which deal with
vehicle regisiration and complex vehicle licensing and excise duty enforcement. It also
includes payments to agents of the Department of the Environment, Transport and the
Regions for vehicle licence renewals and to the Department of the Environment for
Northern Ireland as the Department’s agent for vehicle registration and licensing in the
Province. The Vote also accounts for fee income from the sale of cherished registration
marks. Details of the activities and performance measures are in the Agency’s Annual
Report and Accounts. Details of activities and plans and an explanation of the
expenditure contained in sections A and B of this Vote are in Chapter 7 of the
Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions Departmental Report 1999
(Cm 4204).

2. Expenditure attributable to Northern Ireland is collected from their share of all UK
taxes under regulations made under section 15(3) of the Northern Ireland Constitution
Act 1973,

3. The advance funding of local authorities to meet the department’s liability to
contribute to the pensions of ex local taxation office staff who previously worked on
driver and vehicle licensing is also covered by the Vote.

4. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid on this Yote can be found in Table A13
of Cm 4204. A detailed analysis of Consolidated Fund extra receipts can be found in
Table A14 of Cm 4204,

3. The provision scught for 19992000 is 8 per cent lower than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £86 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn
for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table A7 of Cm 4204,

6. The gift delegations associated with the Vote are as follows:—

(i) gifts to visiting dignitaries (primarﬂy from EC member states), not exceeding a
total of £500 in any one year;

(il) gifts of obsolete equipment/furniture to charities, not exceeding a total of
£1000 in any one year;

(iii) a total donation of £1000 to charity through the Vehicle Registration Office
(VRO) of the year scheme.

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class 111, Vote 10

Passenger rail services

1. The Vote covers the support for Passenger Rail Services in Great Britain provided by
the Franchising Dircctor, the administrative costs of the Office of Passenger Rail
Franchising and costs incurred in the franchising of passenger rail services.

2. Passenger rail services are provided by 25 Train Operating Companies which have
been franchised. Support for Passenger Rail Services is provided to the franchised
companies under Franchise Agreements.

3. Further details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in
Chapter 20, paragraph 20.16 of the Department of the Environment, Transport and the
Regions Report 1999 (Cm 4204).

4. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid of this Vote can be found in Table A13
of Cm 4204.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 11.5 per cent lower than the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,255 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Figure 20.b of Cin 4204.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this bookiet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class 111, Yote 11

Office of the Rail Regulator

1. This Vote covers expenditure by the Office of the Rail Regulator (ORR) on
administrative and associated capital and other expenditure. Further details of the
expenditure containcd in Section A of this Vote can be found in Chapter 21 of the
Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions’ Report 1999 (Cm 4204).

2. The ORR is responsible for the regulation of access to the railways and promotion of
competition in the provision of services. It is also responsible for promoting the efficient
use of railways and protecting the interests of consumers.

3. This Vote is subject to gross running cost control, and covers expenditure on salaries
of staff and associated general administrative expenditure.

4. ORR’s expenditure is offset by income from licence fees collected from Railtrack and
the Train Operating Companies.

5. The token provision sought for 1999-2000 reflects the recent reclassification of
licence fee receipts which cnables ORR to appropriate these receipts in aid of the Vote
instead of surrendering them directly to the Consolidated Fund as in previous years. The
final net provision and the forecast of outturn for 1998-99, which does not allow for the
appropriation in aid of the Vote the receipt of fees, is £2.328 million. A breakdown of the
forccast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in figure 21.a of Cm 4204,

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class ITI, Vote 12

Office of Water Services

1. This Vote provides for the funding of the Office of Water Services. The Department is
headed by the Director General of Water Services who is responsible for ensuring that
waler (and sewerage) companies properly carry out their functions and can finance them.
Subject to that he must protect customers, promote economy and efficiency and facilitate
competition.

2. OFWAT is financed through licence fees received from the Water and Sewerage
Companies and is subject to cost controls. Further details of the expenditure contained 1n
Section A of this Vote can be found in Chapter 22 of the Department of the Environment,
Transport and Regions Annual Report 1999 (Cm 4204).

3. The token provision sought for 1999-2000 of £1,000 reflects the appropriation in aid
of receipts from fees levied by the utility regulators. The final net provision and the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 is also a token £1,000. The gross provision for 1999-2000
of £11,901,000 is 13 per cent higher than the final gross provision and the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 of £10,504,000. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99 by
individual function is given in Table 22a of Cm 4204.

4. Further details of extra receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund and appropriations
in aid can be found in Chapter 22 of Cm 4204.

5. There are no contingent liabilities on this Vote.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class TV, Veote 1

Home Office administration, police,
probation, immigration and other
services, England and Wales

1. Sections A, B, D, Fio O, Q and R provide for Home Office direct expenditure
explained in the Home Office 1999 Annual Report Cm 4205 in relation to criminal
policy and programmes in Volume | Chapters 3, 4 and 6, police in Volume [ Chapters 3
and 4, organised and international crime in Volume 1 Chapter 5, emergency planning and
fire in Volume 1 Chapter 10, central services in Volume 2 Chapters 2 and 3, research and
statistics in Volume | Chapters 2 to 9, criminal injuries compensation — administration in
Volume 1 Chapter 4, control of immigration and nationality in Volume 1 Chapter 8§, issue
of passports etc. in Volume 1 Chapter 8 and Volume 2 Chapters 1 to 3 and constitutional
and community in Volume T Chapter 7. They also provide for the payment of certain
grants to local authorities.

2. Sections C, E, P, §, T and U, provide for criminal injuries compensation payments
explained in Cm 4205 Volume 1 Chapter 4, superannuation transactions for police
officers and firefighters temporarily employed on central support and training duties,
fircarms compensation and for special grants to police authorities for policing costs and
for additional expenditure incurred in respect of certain operations. Provision is also
made for specific grants on debt charges in respect of capital expenditure on the police
and probation services approved before 1 April 1990.

3. Payments in Sections M to R, T and U of the Vote are mainly paymentis to local
authorities of specific grants of approved expenditure on certain demand determined
services in the law, order and protective services programme. These payments comprise
advances of grant and also grant adjustments for previous years. Advances of emergency
planning, probation, ethnic minorities and loan charges grants may be subject to
adjustiment when final, audited claims have been received.

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 11.7 per cent higher than the final net
provision for 1998-99 of £5,124 million and 12.1 per cent higher than the forecast
outturn for that year of £5,107 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99
by individual function is given in Volume 2 Table 24 of Cm 4205.

5. Details of subhead breakdown, appropriations in aid, extra receipts payable to the
consolidated fund and long term project Tables, can be found in Volume 2 Tables 28, 29,
30 and 31 respectively of Cm 4205.

6. Grant-in-aid provision included as follows: criminal policy and programmes section
A: the Criminal Cases Review Commission ¥Y(£5,530,000), the Youth Justice Board
¥(£4,200,000), Crime Concern ¥(£750,000), the National Association for the Care and
Resettlement of Offenders £750,000); the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service
(£4,952,000); the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (£851,000); police
section B: the Police Complaints Authority %(£3,318,000), the Police Infermation
Technology Organisation ¥(£55,070,000); Criminal injuries compensation -
adminstration section D: the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board ¥(£7,380,000),
Authority ¥(£10,620,000) and Appeals Panel (£3,609,000}; Criminal Injuries
Compensation section E: for the Board ¥(£74,349,000) and Authority¥(£124,446,000);
constitutional and community section G: the Commission for Racial Equality
¥(£16,485,000), the Gaming Board for Great Britain ¥(£3,776,000) and the Data
Protection Registrar Y(£4,915,000} immigration and nationality section H: grants under
Section 23 of the Immigration Act 1971 {(£6,481,000).

7. There is one contingent liability relating to the Public Safety Radio Communications
Project (PSRCP) of £10.5 million.

8. Symbols arc explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class 1V, Vote 2

Prisons, England and Wales

1. With effect from 1 April 1993, HM Prison Service for England and Wales became an
executive agency of the Home Office,

2. The Vote covers the current and capital costs of prisons in England and Wales
(including other costs arising from the detention of prisoners), the Parole Board,
transport management, and grants to “Prisoners Abroad”. It includes provision for
payment to private contractors for the operation of penal establishments, escorting of
prisoners and other contracted-out services, for payments for the placement of juveniles
in secure accommodation under Section 53 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933,
expenditure on Welfare to Work Schemes, and funding of joint criminal justice system
initiatives. Further information can be found in the Home Oftice Annual Report 1999
(Cm 4205).

3. Section A: Prisons: operations (public sector) includes the operating costs of directly
managed prison establishments, payments for placements in secure accommodation
under Section 53 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933, prisoners’ earnings,
discharge grants, grants towards the running of prison visitor centres and compensation
and ex-gratia payments to inmates, former inmates, staff and members of the public, and
the capital costs of the building programme.

4, Section B: Prisons: operations (contracted-out) covers the costs of major contracted-
out operational services such as privately-managed prisons and court escort services.

5. Section C: Prison service headquarters and central services covers the costs of the
headquarters of the Prison Service, including operational directors and area managers
and their support teams, and other central provision including prison service colleges,
central purchases of some clothing, goods and equipment used in prison establishments,
grant-in-aid provision for the Parole Board ¥ (£3,015,900), grants and assistance to
voluntary organisations, including NACRO and Prisoners Abroad, compensation and ex-
gratia payments and assisted visits for close relatives of inmates

6. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 3 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1997-98 of £1,823 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn
for 1998-99 by individual programme is given in the cash plans table in Table 24 in
Volume 2, Chapter 2, of Cm 4205.

7. Contingent liabilities outstanding at 31.3.98, where any costs arising would be met
from the Vote, related to contracts to design, construct, manage and finance new prisons,
where the Crown could act as insurer of last resort. These are unquantifiable.

8. Details of subhead breakdown, appropriations in aid and long term capital projects
can be found in Tables 28, 29 and 31 in Volume 2, Chapter 2, of Cm 4203.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Part 11 Extra receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class IV, Vote 3

Charity Commission

1. This Vote covers both the running and capital costs of the Charity Commission for
England and Wales. The Commision is established to promote the effective use and
administration of charitable resources by giving charity trustees information or advice
and to protect these resources by investigating and remedying abuses. The work involves
making legal schemes for the administration of charitable trusts, developing standards of
good administration and management in the charitable sector, determining charitable
status and maintaining a computerised central register of charities, and monitoring to
identity charitics subject to or at risk of maladminstration or abuse.

2. The work of the Commmission is governed by statute and is demand-led. The
Commissioners are independent in their day-to-day work, but their decisions can be
challenged in the High Court. Further information on expenditure can be found in Table
46, Volume 11 of the Home Office Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4205). Further details
of appropriations in aid can be found in Table 45 of Cm 4205.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.9 per cent lower than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £21.5 million. A breakdown of the lorecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 47 of Cm 4205.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Lord Chancellor’s Department

1. The vote covers the cost of the Lord Chancellor’s Department HQ and five associated
offices (the Council on Tribunals, Law Commission, Legal Services Ombudsman,
Official Solicitors Department and the Office of the Judge Advocate General), grant-in-
aid paid in support of marriage guidance, conciliation and reconciliation, grant-in-aid
paid to the Advisory Committce on Legal Education and Conduct and payments to the
General Commissioners of Income Tax in Greal Britain and Northern [reland.

2. It covers the cost of the Court Service, including fees and salaries paid to some
judicial officers and the court building programme. The agency provides administrative
support to the Court of Appeal, the High Court, the Crown Court and the county courts
of England and Walcs and the tribunals for which the Lord Chancellor is responsible (the
Banking and Building Societics Appeals Tribunal, immigration Appellate Authorities,
Lands Tribunal, Pension Appeal Tribunal, the Office of Social Security, the Spectial
Commissioners of Income Tax and the Value Added Tax Tribunal). Expenditure on the
civil courts is largely offset by fees which are shown as appropriations in aid.

3. It covers the administration of private monies through the Public Trust Office. The
full cost of the Public Trust Office including the cost of services provided by LCD HQ is
offset by fees and costs recovered.

4. Tt covers the cost of the legal aid programme, including the administrative grant-in-
aid paid to the Legal Aid Board. The Board administers civil legal aid, means
assessment, advice and assistance schemes and pays criminal legal aid bills in the
magistrates” courts. Expenditure on criminal legal aid in the higher courts is met directly
by the Lord Chancellor’s Department.

5. It covers provision for the cost of acquitted defendants, private prosecution costs and
witnesses’ allowances payable from central funds and specific grants towards the cost of
magistrates” courts, which are largely paid in advance of final audited ciaims.

6. [tcovers a payment to the Land Registry in respect of the Invest to Save Budget
award to develop an electronic site for land and property information.

7. Further details of the expenditure contained iu Section A to 1 can be found in Chapter
i of the Lord Chancellor’s Departments Departmental Report Cm 4206. A detailed
analysis of appropriations in aid and Consolidated Fund extra receipts can be found in
Appendix 1 Table 15 of Cm 4206.

8. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 2.0 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forccast outturn for 199899 of £2,228.4 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Appendix [ table 11 of Cm 4206.

9. The salaries of the higher judiciary and stipendary magistrates (estimated at £82
million for 1999-2000), are met direct from the Consolidated fund.

10. There are presently outstanding contingent liabilities where any cost arising would
be met from the Vote. They are:

Amount

Naturc of outstanding liability at31.3.99
Share certificates held by the Public Trust Otfice £540,000
lewellery, silverware and other valuable property held by the Public

Trust Office £445,598
Tewellery and valuables held by the Legal Aid Board £150,000
Collection of paintings and drawings at Middlesex Guildhall £892,820
Collection of paintings and drawings held at Bristol Crown Court

and Judges Lodgings £210,000

Collection of paintings and a bronze sculpture held at Truro Combined Couwrt £130,000

10. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class V, Vote 2

Northern Ireland Court Service

1. This Vote covers the cost of administering the courts in Northern Ireland, including
salaries of staff, construction and maintenance of courthouses, provision of office
accommodation and general administrative expenditure. It also provides for the
administrative costs of the Pensions Appeal Tribunals, Office of the Social Sccurity
Commissioners and Child Support Commissioners, the Fixed Penalty Office and
payments to the Civil Superannuation Vote. It further provides for grant-in-aid provision
for the Law Society of Northern Ireland (£2,656,000) and grant-in-aid for Queens
University 4(£25,000). Further details can be found in Chapter B paragraphs 13-14 of
the Lord Chancellors departmental report 1999 (Cm 4206).

2. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid can be found in Table 8 of Cm 4206.
Further details of the consolidated fund extra receipts can be found in Table 1 and the
note to Table 8 of Cm 4206.

3. The Vote covers the payments to solicitors and counsel in respect of civil and criminal
legal aid and advice and assistance: provision is also made for the cost of jurors and for
shorthand writers employed in the higher courts. Anticipated expenditure from assisted
persons and recoveries of costs and other moneys on behalf of assisted persons are netted
against the gross provision. Further details can be found in Chapter B paragraphs 84-88
of Cm 4206.

4. The legal aid fund is administered by the Law Society of Northern Ireland which also
acts as agent for the Northern Treland Court Service in making payments in respect of
criminal legal aid, being funded monthly on the basis of estimated expenditure. The fund
is audited by auditors appointed by the Lord Chancellor. The Comptroller and Auditor
General who also has the right to audit the fund, examines the annual statement of
accounts and, after certification, lays a copy of it together with his report before
Parliament.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 5 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forccast outturn for 1998-99 of £49.3 million, A breakdown of the forecast outturn
for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Tablc 1 of Cm 4206.

6. Direct expenditure from the Consolidated Fund on the salaries and pensions of the
Judiciary in Northern Ireland is estimated at £4.166 million in 1999-2000. This
expenditure is not included in this Vote.

7. There are presently no contingent liabilities where any costs arising would be met
from the Vote.

8. Details of the long-term capital projects can be found in Table 10 of Cm 4206.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class V, Vote 3

Public Record Office

1. The Public Record Office is an executive agency. The Vote covers the costs of the
Office’s responsibilities arising from the Public Records Acts of 1958 and 1967, for
administering or supervising the public records system of the United Kingdom and for
advising the Lord Chancellor on its operation. Its responsibilities are:

(i) selection: to safeguard the public rccords and ensure the selection of those worthy
of preservation

(i} preservation: to acquire and preserve those records which ought to be kept
(iii) access: to provide access to, and encourage and promote the use of, the records.

The office advises government departments and other bodies subject to the Acts on the
selection of those records which ought 1o be preserved, and it gives assistance to those
who wish to consult the records. Public records are open when they are thirty years old
unless some other period has been prescribed for them by the Lord Chancellor or unless
approval has becen given for them to be rctained by the originating body, for examplc on
grounds of national security. Government policy, expressed by the open government
initiative is, where possible, to make records publicly available at the earliest
opportunity.

2. Further details of the cxpenditure are contained in Section A of this Vote can be found
in Table 1 of part C of the Lord Chancellor’s Departments’ departmental report 1999
(Cm 42006)

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 3 per cent higher than the net provision and
forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £19.3 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for
1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 1 of part C of Cm 4206.

4. Symbals are cxplained in the introduction to this booklet.
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1999--2000, Class V, Vote 4

The Crown Prosecution Service

L. The Vote covers running costs, capital costs and operational costs incurred by the
Crown Prosecution Service in England and Wales. Included in Section A are the costs of
an average 5,884 legal and administrative staff, capital costs and other running costs.

2. Crown prosecutions and legal services (Section B) include counsel fees, professional
and other charges in connection with the confiscation of the proceeds of crime, witness
expenses, associated prosecution costs and costs awarded against the Crown Prosecution
Service,

3. The Service, headed by the Director of Public Prosecutions, is responsible for the
conduct of all criminal proceedings on behalf of the police services in England and
Wales. Further details of expenditure on Sections A and B can be found in Chapter 1 of
the Law Officer’s Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4207).

4. A detailed anaiysis of appropriations in aid can be found in Chapter 1, Table 6 of
Cm 4207.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.3 per cent lower than the final provision and
forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £308,067,000. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for
1998-99 is given by individual function in Chapter {, Table 1 of Cm 4207.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class V, Vote 5

Serious Fraud Office

1. The vote covers the running costs, capital costs, and operational costs incurred by the
Serious Fraud Office (SFO). Included are the costs for SFO staff, fees to counsel and
outside accountants, witness expenses, use of information technology to improve the
presentation of evidence, other investigation and prosecution costs and defendants’ costs
ordered by the court to be paid by the SFO.

2. Further details of the expenditure of the SFO can be found in Chapter 2 paragraph 28
of the Law Officers’ Departments Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4207).

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 6.8% higher than both the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £16,002,000. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in table 2 of Cm 4207.

4, Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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19992000, Class V, Vote 6

HM Procurator General and
Treasury Solicitor

1. This vote covers the running costs of the Treasury Solicitor’s Department Agency
(Section A) and other expenditure of the Treasury Solicitor’s Department Agency which
includes capital expenditure and payments to HM Customs and Excise (Section B).
Section C covers the administration costs of the Legal Secretariat to the Law Officers
including the salaries of two Ministers of the Crown whilst Section D covers the
administration costs of the Government Property Lawyers Agency. Further details of the
Department’s administration costs are provided in Chapter 3 of the 1999 Departmental
Report of the Law Officer’s Department (Cm 4207).

2. Since 1990-91, the Treasury Solicitor’s Department Agency has operated a system of
full repayment for the majority of its legal services and the greater part of its running
costs 1s now met by receipts. From 1999-2000, the Trcasury Solicitor’s Department
Agency will operate net running cost control, to allow it the flexibility to respond to
fluctuating demands on its services. A small section of the Agency’s work, which is
directly related to European matters or considered to be in the public interest, will
remain centrally funded.

3. The Vote also covers the operational costs (Section E) of the Treasury Solicitor’s
Department Agency and the Government Property Lawyers Agency. Operational costs
arise on the provision of legal services (for example litigation, conveyancing and legal
advice) to government departments. Except for those associated with centrally funded
services, operational costs are fully recovered from client departments as disbursements.
The principal areas of expenditure are adverse costs, counsel fees, expert witnesses and
solicitor agents. Further details of the departments operational costs are provided in
Chapter 3 of Cm 4207.

4. Pollowing a thorough review of the Government Property Lawyers Agency, the
Government has concluded that against the background of a declining work load the
business has become non-viable and is likely to remain so and that there is no longer a
requirement to maintain a central conveyancing function in the public sector.
Accordingly, the Government Property Lawyers Agency will close by 30 September
1999. However, a funding commitment will continue beyond this date. Further
information about the Government Property Lawyers Agency and associated expenditure
is given in the Agency’s Annual Report.

5. A breakdown of appropriations in aid, £25,864,000 (Sections A to D) and
£38,485,000 (Section E), which covers charges for legal and administrative services,
charges for bona vacantia work, from recovery of costs for private tenants in jointly
occupied buildings, from VAT refunds on contracted out services and from European
Fast Streamers is contained in Chapter 3 of Cm 4207,

6. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 45 per cent lower than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 199899 of £13,046,000. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Chapter 3 of Cm 4207.

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class VI, Vote 1

Defence: operational and support
costs, logistic services and systems
procurement and research

1. This Vote provides for expenditure which is primarily to meet the Ministry of
Defence’s (MOD) operational, support and logistic services costs and the costs of
providing the equipment capability required by defence policy. It reflects the way in
which the MOD manages its expenditure. Each of the eleven Top Level Budget (TLB)
holders included in this Vote has been allocated an individual Vote Section (A to K)
consistent with the expenditure and receipts for which the TLB holder is responsible and
accountable within the Department. Information on the responsibilities of each TLB
holder and the type of expenditure they incur is contained in the Government’s
Expenditurc Plans 1999-2000 to 2001-2002 (MOD) (Cm 4208). Expenditure provided
for under Sections A to K plus N and O is a constituent part of MOD operating costs
which are explained in Cm 4208. Section L provides for expenditure on the procurement
of new equipment by the Defence Procurement Agency (DPA). Section M provides for
expenditure on applied strategic research.

2. The Hydrographic Office Defence Agency was formed on 1 April 1996 as a trading
fund under MOD ownership. The MOD provided a working capital loan to the
Hydrographic Office and recovery is made under subhead NZ. Interest on the loan will
be surrendered to the Consolidated Fund in accordance with Government Accounting
principles,

3. Supporting information relating to expenditure contained in the Vote, including
details of contingent liabilitics valued in excess of £100,000, and an analysis of
appropriations in aid is contained in Cm 4208. Cm 4208 also includes an analysis of the
provision for programmed ship contract refit and repairs by category of vessel and the
number of programmed ship projects to be started and the MOD long term projects table.

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is some 2.1 per cent lower than the final net
provision for 1998-99 of £22,770 million and 1.2 per cent lower than the forecast outturn
for that year of £22,550 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99 is
given in Table 1 of Cim 4208.

5. Grants in aid above £1 million included in this Vote are: Section G - Naval and
maritime museums ¥ £2.348 million; Section H - National Army Musecum ¥

£3.244 million; Royal Hospital Chelsea ¥ £8.090 million; Section I - Royal Air Force
Museum ¥ £4.804 million; Section J Commonwealth War Graves Commission 4
£22.866 million.

6. International Subscriptions above £1 million included in this Vote are: Section J - UK
Contribution to the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty verification regime £2.436 million;
European Meteorological Satellite Programme £6.994 million; NATO military budgets
£63.411 million; NATO infrastructure projects £52.655 million and NAMSA £1.029
million.

7. Section R includes £0.487 miltion in respect of the VAT paid by the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission for UK expenditure and £5.045 million in respect of payments
and interest charges under the Armed Forces (Housing Loan) Acts. Both of these sums
are classified as expenditure outside Departmental Expenditurc Limits.

8. Some advances made periodically for the UK share of costs of collaborative projects
will be charged to the Vote at the time of issue and MOD will be provided with periodic
statements of actual expenditure incurred.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to the booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class V1, Vote 2

Defence: armed forces retired pay,
pensions, etc

1. This Vote provides for the payment of retired pay, pensions and lump sum benefits to
persons covered by the Armed Forces Superannuation Scheme (AFSS), the rules for
which are set out in the Royal Navy Orders in Council, the Army Pensions Warrant and
the Queen’s Regulations for the Royal Air Force. Provision is made for:

(a) expenditure and receipis on transfer payments for personnel transferring
outside the Armed Forces;

(b) income from transfer payments and purchase of added years, etc, and the
increases payable in accordance with the Annual Review Orders;

(c) payment of those benefits outside the AFSS. Such benefits include short
service gratuities, resettlement grants, and pensions for inter-war pensioners
and locally engaged personnel;

(d) the accruing superannuation liability charges (ASLC) receipts for armed forces
personnel in subhead AZ. The related expenditure is borne on Class VI, Vote 1.

2. The Vote also provides for the payment of injury benefits to adult instructors of the
cadet forces.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 6.6 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,191 million.

4. Further details of the expenditure and appropriations in aid contained in this Vote are
included in The Government’s Expenditure Plans 1999-2000 to 2001-2002 (MOD) (Cm
4208).

5. It has been assumed that pensions averaging £5,511 will be paid to 311,603 retired
armed forces personnel, compared 1o £5,461 paid to 298,433 retired armed forces
personnel in 1998-99.

6. The Ministry of Defence is responsible for administering the AFSS; the relatced staff
and other costs are borne on Class VI Vote 1.

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class IX, Vote &

Export Credits Guarantee
Department: trading operations

1. This Vote provides for payment by the Export Credits Guarantee Department (ECGD)
of claims and associated trading expenses arising under credit insurance and other
support activities for exporters including cover against certain risks for new direct
overseas investment. Statutory authority for these activities is given in Sections 1, 2 and
3 of the Export and Investment Guarantees Act 1991,

2. Full details of all ECGD’s trading activities are reported to Parliament in the annual
trading account and published by HMSO as “ECGD: Annual Report and Trading
Accounts”. They are summarised in Chapter 14 of Trade and Industry, the Government’s
Expenditure Plans, 1999-2000 (Cm 4211). A detailed analysis of the appropriations in
aid of this Vote and extra receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund can be found in
Table S1 of Cm 4211.

3. Section A provides for claims expected under credit insurance guarantees and/or
obligations arising from debt rescheduling agreements, payments under other forms of
guarantee including caover to banks financing insured exports, indemnities for banks and
surety companies issuing bonds against calls by overscas buyers, and reinsurance
arrangements with other countries’ creditl insurance organisations for jointly sourced
goods. Expenses in connection with the provisicn of these services are also included and
cover commission to brokers for negotiating and administering ECGD guarantees,
charges by agents for information on company and market risks, legal fees and
professional advice on underwriting of guarantees and assessment of risk and liability
and costs arising out of action taken to avoid or minimise potential loss or recover
paymenis under guarantcces.

4. Section B provides for the settlement of reinsurance arrangements between ECGD
and privale sector export credit organisations in addition to the administration and
reinsurance of risks transferred as a result of the partial privatisation of ECGD and
expenses in connection with the provision of these services.

5. Section C provides for claims, related expenses and recoveries under contracts
insuring investors overseas against certain political risks.

6. ECGD is required to operate these activities at no overall cost to public funds (for
new business this is subject to agreed levels of confidence). For a period since 1980-81
the need for many of the UK’s overseas trading partners to reschedule trade debts caused
claims to exceed income, and the Department’s notional cash balance with the
Consolidated Fund went into deficit in February 1984. By the end of March 1998
ECGD’s notional borrowing from the Fund, including interest, amounted to £2,878
million after writing off £166 million in 1997-98.

7. The token provision sought for 1999-2000 is the same as the final net provision and
forecast outturn for 1998-99. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99 by
individual function is given in Table S1 of Cm 4211.

8. As at 31 March 1998 contingent liabilities chargeable to the Consolidated Fund in
connection with activities provided for in this Vote were:

Export and Investment Guarantees Act 1991 £ million
Section 1 26,100
Section 2 520
Section 3 1,298

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this bookiet.
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1999-2000, Class 1X, Vote 7

Office of Fair Trading

1. The Office of Fair Trading supports the Dircctor General of Fair Trading in carrying
out a widc range of statutory duties and functions in relation to the promotion of
competition and the protcction of consumers, including the Competition Act 1998. The
Director General is responsible for initiating action against restrictive agreements,
monopelics and anti competitive practices. He also advises Ministers on mergers
affecting compeltition, and on the rules of the regulatory bodies in the financial services
sector. The Director General takes action against trading practices including ‘unfair
contract terms’ which adversely affect consumers and negotiates codes of practice. He
administers the legislation and regulation of consumer credit and is charged with
initiating court action on misleading advertising wherever other means of control have
been inadequate.

2. Further details of the expenditure contained in Sections A and B of this Vote are in
Chapter 15 of the Department of Trade and Industry’s Departmental Report Cm 4211,
Details of appropriations in aid and extra receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund are
in Table S1 of Cm 4211.

3. The refunds, in Section B, are of fees overpaid under the Consumer Credit Act, or
those mergers falling under EC Regulation. '

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 28 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £24 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for
1998-99 by individual function is given in Table S1 of Cm 4211.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class IX, Vote 8

Office of Telecommunications

1. The Office of Telecommunications {OFTEL) was set up on 1 July 1984 under the
Telecommunications Act 1984. The Director General of Telecommunications is
responsible for the enforcement of telecommunications operators’ licences and for
initiating their modification where appropriate, his duties include the promotion of users’
interest and of effective competition. OFTEL’s aim is to promote competition in order to
create conditions in which telecommunications can operate most effectively to the
benefit of the economy. OFTEL is funded by licence fees paid to the Government by UK
telecommunications operators, and by sundry small commercial receipts.

2. Further details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in
Chapter 15 of Trade and Industry, the Government’s Expenditure Plans, 1999-2000
(Cm 4211).

3. The token net provision sought for 1999-2000 is similar to the token provision for
1998-99. The token net provision reflects the fact that receipts from fees levied by
OFTEL are appropriated in aid instead of surrendered directly to the Consolidated Fund.
A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in
Table S1 of Cm 4211.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class IX, Vote 9

Office of Gas Supply

1. The Office of Gas Supply is established under the authority of the Gas Act 1986. The
Vote makes provision for expenditure by the Director General of Gas Supply exercising
his regulatory powers under the Act as amended by the Gas Act 1995. These powers
relate to the authorisation of gas suppliers, shippers and transporters.

2. Further details of the expenditures contained in section A of this Vote are supplied in

Chapter 15 of the Trade and Industry, the Government’s Expenditure Plans, 1999-2000

to 2001-02 (Cm 4211). Details of appropriations in aid and extra receipts payable to the
Consolidated Fund are supplied in Table S1 of Cm 4211,

3. OFGAS’s aims are to continue to maximise competition in the supply industry while
protecting the interests of gas consumers.

4. OFGAS central expenditure is offset by income from licence fees from authorised gas
suppliers, shippers and transporters.

5. The Technical Directorate expenditure is offset in part by receipts from those using
the services provided and in part by a subsidy from the licence fecs.

6. The token provision sought for 1999-2000 reflects the classification of the receipts
from fees levied by the utilities regulators which enables OFGAS to appropriate these
receipts in aid of the Vote instead of surrendering them to the Consolidated Fund. The
final net provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 s £2,000. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Chapter 15 of Cm 4211.

7. Symbols arc explained in the Introduction to this booklet.

129



1999-2000, Class IX, Vote 9

orexpenditare by the Office

Net . Tomlnet
total . provision ulltien
Lol nGRE0 LG

ﬁéng'?
(COElE

Departmental sxpen
“Central governs

130



Introduction

1999-2000, Class IX, Vote 10

Office of Electricity Regulation

1. The Office of Electricity Regulation (OFFER) is cstablished under the authority of
the Electricity Act 1989. It covers expenditure by the Director General of Electricity
Supply in exercising his regulatory powers under the Act. It also includes provision for
supporting the Electricity Consumers” Committecs. Further details of the expenditure
contained in Section A can be found in Chapter 15 of The Department of Trade and
Industry’s Annual Report Cm 4211.

2. The net token provision sought for 1999-2000 is significantly less than the provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £941,000. A breakdown of the forecast ocutturn for
1998-99 by individual function is given in table ST of Cm 4211.

3. OFFER’s expenditure is offset by income from licence fees collected from the
electricity generators, transmitters, distributors and suppliers.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class X, Vote 1

Intervention Board — Executive
Agency

1. This Vote makes provision for the implementation in the United Kingdom of the
market regulation and agricultural measures of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
of the European Union; of the measures introduced in connection with the Bovine
Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) crisis and the administration costs of the Intervention
Board — Executive Agency (the Agency). Most of these measures are mandatory under
directly applicable EU legislation and most are reimbursed in full or in part by the
Union’s European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF). The net
provision sought is therefore much less than the gross expenditure on the Vote.
Expenditure in Sections A, B, C, D and E can be identified in Annex 1 and Sections F
and G in Annex 3 of the MAFF/IB Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4212). Section A is
also covered in Chapter 16. Chapters 3, 4 and 6 contain more information on EU
expenditure and related receipts. Details of appropriations in aid and extra receipts
payable to the Consolidated Fund can be found in Annex 3 of Cm 4212.

2. The provision is based on the support levels expected to be prescribed by the Union,
assumed levels of Euro reference exchange rates and expected developments in world
prices and levels of UK production and trade. Expenditure on the measures is
unpredictable and sensitive to changes in, for example, trade volumes, world commodity
prices, exchange rates and the day to day operations of the CAP instruments to market
management.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 15.6 per cent lower than the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £345.873 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 is given in Annex 3 and Chapter 16 of Cm 4212.

4. Section A covers the administration costs of the Agency. It includes running costs
provision of £69.757 million which forms the Agency’s gross running costs limit and
accounts for about 97 per cent of the provision. The balance consists of provision for
capital to purchase computer and telecommunications equipment in support of the
Agency’s Information Systems Strategy Plan. Included in this Section are BSE related
administration costs of £24,183 million. Included in running costs is provision to cover
the administration costs of other bodies providing services to the Agency.

5. Section B covers BSE related expenditure on measures which include beef
intervention buying, the over thirty month scheme and export refunds. Section C covers
the expenditure on the selective cull scheme. Section F covers net contributions from the
EAGGEF towards the net BSE expenditure in Sections B and C.

6. Section D covers expenditure by the Agency on non-BSE related activitics which
include intervention buying, other internal market measures and EU refunds on export
trade with non-member countries.

7. Section G covers net contributions from the EAGGF — normally two months in
arrears — towards the net non-BSE related expenditure in Sections D, E and H and token
amounts for the closure of prior year accounts and for unrecovered losses. Section E
includes those payments of school milk subsidy which are made to local authorities.
Section H covers the market support schemes which are administered by other
government departments or their grant aided bodies. The section includes certain agri-
environmental and forestry measures for which the expenditure represents the EAGGF
funding with the Exchequer share being borne on the cash limited Votes of the
departments concerned. Section I covers BSE related expenditure on schemes
administered by other government departments.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet,
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class X, Vote 2

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food

1. The Vote is divided into the DEL and AME control groupings, and between central
government’s own expenditure and central government support to local authorities.
Provision is further analysed according to the business objectives of the Ministry. Two
further sections cover the Ministry’s departmental administration and executive agencies.
EC receipts under non-CAP measures are classified as ‘other” AME (rather than main
departmental programmes in AME) and are, therefore, shown under a separate heading.
Further details are given in Chapters 3—15 and Annex 1 of the 1999 MAFF/IB
Departmental Report (Cm 4212).

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 6 per cent lower than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £769 million.

3. Contingent liabilities are listed in paragraph 13.76 of Cm 4212. Grants-in-aid are
listed in Annex 14 of Cm 4212.

4. The Intervention Board Executive Agency (IB) is responsible for funding MAFF-
administered CAP schemes and a contributory element to MAFF-administered and
majority funded agri-environmental schemes. IB also accounts for this expenditure to the
European Commission under present arrangements.

5. Corresponding cxpenditure for Scotland is shown in Scotland’s Supply Estimates
1999-2000 (HC193) presented on 4 February 1999, Class X1V, Vote | provides for
expenditure in Wales for the period 1 April to 30 June 1999. Thereafter, responsibility
passes to the National Assembly for Wales. Corresponding expenditure by the
Department of Agriculture for Northern Irefand is published under separate Estimates for
the Government of Northern Ireland submitted to Parliament directly by the Secretary of
State.

6. MAFF has seven execulive agencies. The Central Science Laboratory (CSL), the
Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA), the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD)
and the Farming and Rural Conservation Agency (FRCA) operate under net running
costs control; the Pesticides Safety Directorate (PSD), the Meat Hygiene Scrvice (MHS)
and the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS) operate
under gross running costs control.

7. An analysis of the appropriations-in-aid of this Vote can be found in Annex 4 of Cm
4212. Details of EC expenditure and related receipts can be found in Chapters 3-12 and
Annexes 2-5 of Cm 4212. Details of long term capital projects can be found in Annex 11
of Cm 4212.

8. Details of BSE-related expenditure are included in Cm 4212,

9. The British Cattle Movement Service (BCMS), set up in 1998, is responsible for the
computerised Cattle Traceability System for Great Britain.

10. An inquiry into the ecmergence of BSE and n/v CID was set up in 1998, the costs of
which are met partly by the Ministry.

11. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class X, Vote 3

Forestry Commission

1. This Vote provides net grant in aid to the Forestry Commission in respect of its
functions throughout Great Britain, except for the functions relating to Scotland from

1 July 1999 to 31 March 2000 which will be funded by the Scettish Parliament. Since
there was no separate provision in previous years for functions relating tc Scotland, the
figures for 1997-98 and 1998-99 shown in Part I relate to the whole of Great Britain.

2. The objectives of the Forestry Commission are to promote the interests of forestry,
the development of afforestation including the establishment and maintenance of
adequate reserves of growing trees, the production and supply of timber and other forest
products, the provision of opportunities for recreation and the development of the
potential of the forests it manages as a habitat for wildlife. It has a duty to seek to
achieve a reasonable balance in carrying out its functions between the needs of
productive forestry and those of the environment. It is concerned essentially with the
conservation of the country’s existing forests and the creation of new ones. Further
information on the scale and scope of these activities can be found in the Forestry
Commission, Forest Enterprise and Forest Research Annual Reports and Accounts
presented to Parliament each year.

3. The Vote consists of a grant in aid of £68,615,000, the net of £72,806,000 allocated 1o
the Commission’s departmental responsibilities for developing and implementing
forestry policies, offset by the surpluses of £3,751,000 from the Forest Enterprise
Agency, which covers the management of the Commission’s forests and £440,000 from
the Forest Research Agency which provides research and development to the forestry
industry.

4. The provision sought in 1999-2000 is 34 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £51,325,000. The increase in 1999-2000, despiie the
exclusion of functions relating to Scotland after 1 July 1999, is mainly required to offset
the reduction in income as a result of the Government’s decision to halt large scale sales
of the Commission’s forests.

5. Contributions from the European Union to grant for woodlands in the private sector

are received through the Intervention Board—Executive Agency. In 1999-2000 this is
expected to be £7,400,000.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.

140



1999—2000 Clasq X, Vote 3

naimm m :
. .: abd -

141



Introduction

1999-2000, Class XI, Yote 1

Department for Culture, Media and
Sport: programme expenditure and
administration

1. This Vote covers grant-in-aid and grant expenditure by the Department for Cultare,
Media and Sport on support to musevms and galleries, libraries; museums librarics and
archives; arts, sport, historic buildings, monuments and sites, tourism, broadcasting and
media; expenditure by The Royal Parks, and the Royal Finc Art Commission;
expenditure on research and other services and the running costs of the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport and cxpenditure on the National Lottery Commission.

2. Details of expenditure, including grants-in-aid, are contained in the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport Report 1999 (Cm 4213).

3. A detailed analysis of appropriations in aid can be found in the relevant table on
page 189 of Cm 4213.

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 7.9 per cent higher than the final net provision
for 1998-99 of £889 million and 8 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that year
of £888.5 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual
function is given in the cash plans table of Cm 4213.

5. Indemnities have been granted by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
under the National Heritage Act 1980. The maximum total indemnity value in
1999-2000 is £2,917,315 million. A breakdown of these indemnities can be found on
page 192 of Cm 4213.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class X1, Vote 2

Department for Culture, Media and
Sport: home broadcasting

1, This Vote covers the Department for Culture, Media and Sport’s payments to the
British Broadeasting Corporation (BBC) to finance television and sound broadcasting
within the United Kingdom. The 1999-2000 provision js calculated on the basis of
estimated gross licence revenue less the costs of the Department for Culture, Media and
Sport and of the National Audit Office (borne on Class XTI, Vote 1, Section I). The
payment is subject to any necessary inter-year adjustment if actual and estimated receipts
differ. Expenditure is explained on page 172 of the Department for Culture, Media and
Sport Report 1999 (Cm 4213).

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 8.9 per cent higher than the final provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £2,130 mililion.

3. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class XII, Vote 1

Central government administered
social security benefits and other
payments

1. This Vote provides for expenditure on non contributory social security benefits (ie
benefits not financed from the National Insurance Fund) and on the vaccine damage
payment scheme. The main benefits are pension benefits, war pensions, disability
benefits, industrial injury benefits, income support, family benefits, earnings top up pilot
and jobseeker’s allowance (although the contributory based element of jobsecker’s
allowance is being financed from the National Tnsurance Fund). Expenditure from this
Vote is determined by the level of demand — ie the number of claimants entitled to
benefit at the prescribed rates. The costs of administering the benefits and other
payments covered by this Vote are provided for in Class XII, Vote 3.

2. The rates of most of these benefits are, by statute, subject to annuai review. Those
payable from April 1999, were announced by the Secretary of State for Social Security
on 28 January 1999 (Official Report, col. 485) and approved by Parliament in the
Uprating Orders.

3. Explanations of each of these benetits are at Parts 1 and 2 of the Social Security
Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4214).

4. The average number of people expected to be receiving these benefits at any one time
in 1999-2000 is given at Table 11 of Cm 4214.

5. Adetailed analysis of receipts applied as appropriations in aid are given at Table 2 of
Cm 4214.

6. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.6 per cent higher than the final net provision
for 1998-99 of £38,187 million and 5 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that
year of £36,605 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 199899 by individual
function is given in Table 2 of Cm 4214.

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class XII, Vote 2

Housing benefit subsidies, council
tax benefit subsidies and
administration, payments into the
National Insurance Fund and the
Social Fund and other grants

1. The Vote covers grants to independent bodies comprising Independent Living,
Motability and the British Limbless ex-Servicemen’s Association; housing benefit
comprising rent rebate subsidies, anti-fraud incentives and fast track payments to ncw
towns; payments to new towns comprising verification framework payments, anti-frand
initiatives and similar administrative measures; administration grants comprising
payments to new towns towards costs incurred in administering the housing benefit

_ scheme, sums payable to Motability towards their administrative costs; current grants

within AEF comprising Housing Benefit administration and council tax benefit
administration; current grants outside the AEF comprising rent rebate, rent allowance
and council tax benefit subsidies, anti-fraud incentive and fast track payments; payments
of certain discrctionary rent allowance subsidies; payments to local authorities
comprising of verification framework payments, anti-fraud initiatives and similar
administrative measures; sums payable for use for compensation payments to providers
of existing supported accommeodation; payments into the National Insurance Fund
comprising compensation in respect of Statutory Sick Pay and Statutory Maternity Pay;
payments to the Social Fund in respect of budgeting and crisis loans, community care
grants, maternity and funeral expenses, heating costs in exceptionally cold weather and
Winter fuel paymenis. Costs incurred by the Department of Social Security in making
these payments are borne on Class XII, Vote 3.

2. Grants to independent bodies (Section I) includes grant in aid provision for
Independent Living (£127,288,000), Motability (£3,614,000), and for the British
Limbless ex-Servicemen’s Association (£15,000).

3. Explanations of the expenditure contained in the Vote are in Parts 1 and 2 of the
Social Security Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4214). Details of receipts to be
appropriated in aid of the Vote are in Table 1a of Cm 4214,

4. The average number of people expected to be receiving housing and council tax
benefits at any one timc in 1999-2000 is given at Table 6 of Cm 4214,

3. Details of expenditure incurred by the Social Fund are included in Tablelb of
Cm 4214,

6. Details of the subsidies payable in respect of housing benetit, council tax benefit and
administration costs will be shown in the Income-related Benefits (Subsidy o
Authorities) Order 1999.

7. The provision sought for 1999--2000 is 10.1 per cent higher than the final net
provision for 1998-99 of £10,322 million and 18.9 per cent higher than the forecast
outturn for that year of £9,562 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99
by individual function is given in Table la of Cm 4214,

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.

151



1999-2000, Class XII, Vote 2

Department
wnity charge

v ddainisierng Hie housing
s and sums pavablein ol vf:z imdtmﬁ
) m%im inensHre: ;

ey 'z;;) assist

0 wmpk/te ' &?22,223},5{}{};}_ .

e Gros: %Nk tewrn et
"'jj Sofupent o Capits wwl - Approp- o Aot St

o i dstions in o pa e DR
:":: :::' ait th i

Ha waing bendtit subsidi



1999-2000, Class XII, Yote 2

153



oo
1997.98
0
99

I8
A

L hailenge funding

e or LOFIT

s 40

hority of Part

1.4 Sums payable o
supported accominod.

154



Introduction

1999-2000, Class XII, Vote 3

Department of Social Security:
administration

1. This Vote covers the cost of administration of social security benefit schemes in Great
Britain, including grants to voluntary organisations/local authorities towards the capital
and running costs of providing resettlement accommodation and support and certain
other services including the Polish Hostel. It also includes the cost of other Departments
which act as agents of DSS in administering various aspects of social security, including
payments made to the Post Office and National Girobank for the encashment of order
books and girocheques. The Vote makes provision for running costs, capital expenditure,
and for certain other services. Details of the expenditure are contained in figures 6, 7, 8,
9, 10 and 11 of the Social Security Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4214). The
Department’s running costs are controlled gross apart from the Information Technology
Services Agency — Product and Service Provision who operate on a net running cost
basis. Further details on all Business Units can be found in Part 3 of Cm 4214,

2. The Vote also covers the salary costs of the pensions ombudsman, president, regional
chairmen and chairmen of social security appeals tribunals, and the cost of fees (except
that part of the president’s salary which is borne by the Consolidated Fund}, travelling
and other expenses of commissioners and referees of the departments’ adjudication
services.

3. Gross expenditure shown on this Vote includes the costs incurred by the Department
of Social Security in administering the benefits payable from the National Insurance
Fund, They are reimbursed from the Fund and these receipts are shown as
appropriations in aid. Further details of the National Insurance Fund can be found in the
report by the Government Actuary on the drafts of the Social Security Benefits Uprating
Order 1999 and the Social Security (Contributions} (Re-rating and National Insurance
Fund Payments) Order 1999 (Cm 264).

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 17.5 per cent higher than both the final net
provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £2,044 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given at Part 3 of Cm 4214,

5. Further details of appropriations in aid can be found in table 1a of Cm 4214.

6. Administration in Section A includes grant-in-aid provision for the Occupational
Pensions Regulatory Authority ¥ (£11,754,000)

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class XIII, Vote 1

Scotland and transfers to the
Scottish Consolidated Fund

1. This Vote covers the administrative and operational costs of the Office of the
Secretary of State for Scotland and Advocate General for Scotland (Section A) and a
grant to the Scottish Consolidated Fund (Sections B to E).

2. Under the Scotland Act 1998, the authorisation of expenditure by Scottish
departments will be the responsibility of the Scottish Parliament from 1 July 1999. As
part of the transitional arrangements for the financial year 1999-2000, details of
expenditure in Scotland which had previously appeared in UK supply estimates have
been published in Scotland’s Supply Estimates 1999-2000 (HC 193). More information
on the transitional financial provisions is given in Section 4 of that document.

3. There is no expenditure for 1997-98 and 1998-99 analogous to that shown in
Sections B to E of this Vote. However, expenditure in Scottish Votes for those years is
shown in Table 5.1 of this booklet.

4. Further details of the expenditurc in Sections A to E of the Vote, together with details
of expenditure in 1997-98 and 1998-99 can also be found in Appendix 1 of Serving
Scotland’s Needs (Cm 4215).

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class X1V, Vote 1

Welsh Office, Office of the Secretary
of State for Wales and payments to
the National Assembly for Wales

1. This Vote covers expenditure by the Welsh Office for the period up to 30 June 1999.
It also covers expenditure by the Proposal Officer of the Secretary of State for Wales
(Section A) and payments to support expenditure by the National Assembly for Wales
(Sections K to O) further information can be found in the Welsh Office Departmental
Report 1999 (Cm 4216).

2. Included in the expenditure is grant-in-aid provision for the Countryside Council for
Wales ¥ (£25,049,000), the Sports Council for Wales ¥ (£6,799,000), the Wales Tourist
Board ¥ (£12,286,000), Environment Agency Wales ¥ (£10,895,000), Cardiff Bay
Development Corporation ¥ (£35,419,000), the Welsh Development Agency ¥
(£131,204,000), The Further Education Funding Council ¥ (£199,570,000), the Higher
Education Funding Council for Wales ¥ (£268,703,000), the Qualifications, Curriculum
and Assessment Authority for Wales ¥ (£9,425,000), the Welsh Language Board ¥
(£3,877,000), the National Library of Wales ¥ (£6,176,000), the Arts Council of Wales
¥ (£14,781,000), the National Museums and Galleries of Wales ¥ (£13,516,000).

3. A detailed analysis of appropriations in aid of this Vote can be found in Annex 3 of
Cm 4216. Details of contingent liabilities associated with Voted expenditure are
contained in Annex 5 of Cm 4216.

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 7.4 per cent higher than the final net provision
for 1998-99 of £6,435 million and 7.5 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that
year of £6.432 million.

3. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2009, Class XV, Yote 1

Northern Ireland Office:
administration, law, order,
protective and miscellaneous
services

1. The Vote provides [or the salaries of the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and
four other Ministers and for the administration of the Northern Ireland Office.

2. It also provides for the enforcement of the law (excluding Army costs) the
maintenance of a secure and humane prison system: and for certain other services.
Further details of the expenditure contained in Sections A to M of this Vote can be found
in Chapter 3 of the Northern [reland Departmental Report 1999-2000 (Cm 4217). The
Northern Treland Court Service, which has been reserved to the United Kingdom
Government under the Northern Ireland Act 1973, is provided for on Class V, Vote 2.
Other scrvices under the Northern Ireland Programme are the responsibility of Northern
Treland Departments. The main grants in aid within the Vote arce the grant to the Police
Authority for Northern Ireland ¥ (£657,796,000), grant to training schools, remand
homes and attendance centres (£9,383,000) and the grant to Probation Board for
Northern Treland ¥ (£10,658,000). Explanatory details are provided in Cm 4217.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.1 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £988.7 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 3.1 of Cm 4217,

4. Sections L and M contain £1,000 and -£3,037,000 respectively which is classified as
other expenditure not included in Departmental Expenditure Limits in respect of pension
provision for the police; and receipts from the European peace and reconciliation
package, further details of which are provided in Chapter 3 of Cm 4217.

5. Further details of appropriations in aid can be found in Chapter 3 of Cm 4217. Details
of long term capital projects can be found in Appendix A of Cm 4217.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class XV, Vote 2

Transfers to the Northern Ireland
Consolidated Fund

1. This Vote covers the transfer of funds from the United Kingdom Consolidated Fund
to the Northern Ireland Consolidated Fund in support of public expenditure by the
Northern I[reland departments.

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is almost twice the final net provision and
forceast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,810 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for
1998-99 of Northern Ireland departments’ public expenditure by individual function is
set out in Chapter 3 of the 1999 Northern Ireland Expenditure Plans and Priorities
{Departmental Report} (Cm 4217).

3. The higher amount being sought in 1999-2000 reflects the need to provide sufficient
funds for transfer to the Northern Ireland Consolidated Fund to support public
cxpenditure programmes by the Northern Ireland departments until such time as it is
finally determined by the Government as to whether or not the Northern Ireland
Assembly will assume financial responsibility for those programmes during 1999-2000.

4. Section E contains £365,958,000 arising from receipts the European Regional
Development Fund, European Structural Fund, European Agricultural Guidance and
Guarantee Fund and the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance.

5. Further details of the expenditure in Sections A to E of this Vote can be found in
Chapter 3 of the 1999 Northern I[reland Expenditure Plans and Priorities (Departmental
Report) (Cm 4217).

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class XVI, Vote 1

HM Treasury

1. This Vote covers the running costs and other administrative costs of the central
Treasury and the Debt Management Office. Section C covers the payment to the
Financial Services Authority for the carrying out of insurance responsibilities
(£12,800,000). Section D provides grants in aid to Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association # (£868,000); British American Parliamentary Group ¢ (£73,000), the
Inter-Parliamentary Union 4 (£785,000) and the British-Irish Inter-Parliamentary Body
4 (£202,000). Other services, Section E, includes grant in aid provision for the Private
Finance Taskforce # (£1,825,000) and expenditure associated with the awards of
honours and dignities (£824,000). Section F covers expenditure relating to provision of
information to business about the euro (£7,500,000), and section G covers payments
under the indemnity guarantee in respect ol paymaster (£250,000). Expenditure borne on
Section A to G of the Vote is explained in Chapter 1 of the 1999 departmental report of
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s departments (Cm 4218).

2. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid and extra receipts payable to the
Consolidated Fund on this Vote can be found in Tables 1D and 1E of Cm 4218.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 4.5 per cent lower than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £71.3 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 1C of Cm 4218.

4, The running costs provision for 1999-2000 of £59,203,000 is 11.4 per cent lower
than the 1998-1999 provision of £65,974,000.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class X VI, Vote 2

HM Treasury: UK coinage

1. This Vote covers payments to the Royal Mint for the manufacture and distribution of
UK coins which are supplied to the banks on behalf of the Treasury and for storage of
coins returned by the banks. Proceeds from the sale to the Mint of metal from returned
coins are applied as appropriations in aid. Payments from this Vote appear as receipts in
the Royal Mint trading fund accounts, together with receipts and payments for other coin
production. Payments received from the banks for coins issued to them and payments
made to the banks for coins withdrawn, both at face value, are shown in the
Consolidated Fund accounts.

2. Further details of the expenditure contained in this Vote and a detailed analysis of the
appropriations in aid can be found in Chapter [ of the 1999 departmental report of the
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s departments (Cm 4218).

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 38.8 per cent higher than the final net
provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £25.0 miltion. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 1G of Cm 4218.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 3

HM Customs and Excise:
administration

1. This Vote covers all the costs of HM Customs and Excise. The Department collects
and accounts for revenue in respect of VAT; excise duties, principally on hydrocarbon
oil, tobacco, alcoholic liquor and betting, gaming and lottery; customs duties and levies
on imported goods; insurance premium tax, landfill tax and Air Passenger Duty. The
Department is also responsible for carrying out non-revenue functions such as the
enforcement of major prohibitions {eg against drugs), import licencing and the
compilation of overseas trade statistics. The Vote also includes payment of the United
Kingdom subscription to the World Customs Organisation (formerly the Customs Co-
operation Council), which is an international organisation dealing with the simplification
and harmonisation of customs procedures and also a grant in aid of £268,000 1o the
Natiornal Museums and Galleries on Merseyside to run the Customs and Excise National
Museum on the Department’s behalf.

2. The Vote distinguishes running costs from other costs (capital and those
administration costs which are by agreement excluded from the running costs limit).
Details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in Table 2 of
the HM Customs and Excise Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4219). The running costs
attributable to different functions and other details of the planning and use of resources
are shown in Tables 6 to 12 of Cm 4219,

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 4.2 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-1999 of £861 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-1999 by individual function is given in Tables 6 to 12 of Cm 4219.

4. A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid and extra receipts payable to the
Consolidated Fund on this Vote can be found in Table 5 of Cm 4219.

5. Expenditure attributable to the Isle of Man is recovered by deduction from the Isle of
Man share of duties on goods and of VAT. Expenditure attributable to Northern Ireland is
deducted from its share of all UK taxes.

6. Details of long term capital projects can be found in Table 4 of Cm 4216.

7. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 4

Inland Revenue: administration

1. This Vote covers the running costs and other administrative costs incurred by the
Inland Revenue in the management and collection of the direct taxes. The gross
provision includes expenditure on managing the National Insurance Funds for Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and on the collection of National Insurance contributions,
for which reimbursement is received from the respective National Insurance Funds.

2. Details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in
Table 18 of the Inland Revenue Departmental Report (Cm 4220).

3. The provision sought for 19992000 15 5.9 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,734 million mainly because of the transfer of
certain functions from the Department of Social Security and the Department of Health
and Social Services in Northern Ireland. A breakdown of the 1999-2000 provision by
function is in Table 18 of Cm 4220.

4, Expenditure attributable to Northern Ireland is deducted from their share of UK taxes.

5. Further details of appropriations in aid are found in Table 18 of Cm 4220. Dctails of
long term capital projects are in Table 12 of Cm 4220.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 5

Inland Revenue: Valuation Office
(Executive Agency): administration

1. This Voic covers the running costs and other administrative costs incurred by the
Valuation Office in providing or securing valuation and other services. The
appropriations in aid include receipts from executive offices within the Inland Revenue
and other government departments for valuation and estate surveying services including
work in connection with rating and council tax. Also included are receipts from non-
departmental and other public bodies for services provided by the Valuation Office.

2. Details of the expenditure contained in Section A and a detailed analysis of
appropriations in aid on this Vote can be found in Table 18 of the annex to the Tnland
Revenue Departmental Report (Cm 4220).

3. The net provision sought for 1999-2000 is similar to the token provision for
1998-99. A breakdown of the 1999-2000 provision and the 1998-99 forecast outturn by
function is in Table 18 of the Annex in the Inland Revenue Departmental Report

(Cm 4220).

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 6

Inland Revenue: payments in lieu of
tax relief

1. This Vote covers the public expenditure incurred in granting life assurance premium
relief, mortgage interest relief, private medical insurance premium relief and vocational
training relief to those policy holders, borrowers and trainees who are not liable to
United Kingdom income tax.

2. Details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in
Table 18 of the Inland Revenue Departmental Report (Cm 4220).

3. Under the relevant legislation, qualifying policy holders, borrowers and trainees
receive tax relief on their premium, interest or vocational training payments. The reliefs
are given hy allowing the payers to deduct a prescribed percentage from their life
assurance premiums, an amount equal to 10 per cent on mortgage interest payments or
an amount equal to basic rate income tax on the other payments. The Inland Revenue
reimburse the insurers, lenders and training providers for the amounts so deducted. In so
far as such payments are in substitution for tax reliefs, they are met out of tax receipts.

4. Itis a feature of these schemes that payvers who have incomes below the tax threshold
will receive relief against income tax which they have not in fact paid. So, in part, wili
those with incomes only slightly above the threshold. In consequence, the Inland
Revenue arc paying over amounts to insurers, lenders and training providers which are
not in substitution for tax relief and which they cannot meet from tax receipts. The
reduction in tax receipts which would otherwise occur will be met from this Vote and the
payments arc classed as public expenditure.

5. The public expenditure on these reliefs and transitional payments is calcuiated
statistically and is necessarily subject to a wide estimating error. The amounts
attributable to life assurance premium relief, mortgage interest relief, and vocational
training relief are about 6 per cent, 28 per cent, and 8 per cent respectively of the total
Vote. Although the tax relief for private medical insurance premiums is no longer
available, claims for years up to 1997-98 are expected to be received during 19995-2000
with total claims amounting to less than 0.5 per cent of the total Vote.

0. Also included in this Vote is the expenditure by the Inland Revenue on transitional
payments to charities previously to receive tax credits on dividends. Although payment
of tax credits ceases after 5 April 1999, charities are entitled to claim special transitional
payments over the five years from 1999-2000 to 2003-04 inclusive.

7. Because of the introduction of the transitional payments to charities, the provision
sought for 1999-2000 is 107 per cent higher than the net provision and the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 of £162 million.

8. The associated administrative costs are borne on Class X VI, Vote 4.

9. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

19992000, Class XVI, Vote 7

Inland Revenue: Valuation Office
(Executive Agency): contributions in
lieu of rates

1. This Vote provides for contributions in lieu of rates to local authorities and National
Non-Domestic Pools in respect of certain properties occupied by the Crown and by
visiting forces. It also covers payments of rates for premises occupied by foreign and
Commonwealth goverments for diplomatic purposes and premises occupied by certain
international organisations.

2. Details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in
Table 18 of the Inland Revenue Departmental Report (Cm 4220). Further details of
appropriations in aid can be found in the same table.

3. In the case of Crown occupations, the contributions in lieu of rates are based upon
rateable values determined by the Valuation Office Agency to which the national non-
domestic business rate is applied. In the case of diplomatic premises etc, the assessments
are made in accordance with substantive United Kingdom rating law, or where
appropriate the local rate poundage.

4. The Crown premiscs include all the royal palaces, the Palace of Westminster, defence
establishments, courts of justice, prisons and other penal establishments, metropolitan
police departments, research establishments and the offices of all Exchequer
departments.

5. The contributions in lieu of rates in respect of Crown occupations are recovered and
will be brought to account in this Vote. These recoveries will be based upon the rate
contributions made on each individual hereditament. Full recovery is not made in all
cases.

6. The provision sought for 1993-2000 is similar to the final net provision and the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £40 million.

7. The amounts recovered from occupiers of Crown property include an addition to
cover administration costs which are included in Class XVI Vote 5.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 8

National Savings

1. The cost of National Savings opcrations compriscs of debt interest, tax forgone and
administration. This Vote covers the latter and provides for administering and selling
National Savings products; maintaining over 50 million customer holdings and making
payments to and conducting correspondence with investors.

2. A substantial amount of National Savings business is undertaken on an agency basis
by the Post Office and Girobank. Approximately £63 million (36 per cent of the total
Vote) will be needed to pay for selling National Savings products in this way, and for
advertising. Further details of the expenditure contained in section A of this Vote, can be
found in Chapter 2 of the Departments of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 1999
Departmental Report Cm 4218. A detailed analysis of the Appropriations in aid of this
Vote can be found in Table 2H of Cm 4218.

3. The preduct range and the terms of the products are kept under review. The aim of
National Savings is to support the Government’s management of its debt and its policies
for personal savings by attracting and retaining investments from the retail market
efficiently and cost effectively.

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 1.6 per cent lower than both the final net
provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £175.7 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 1C of Cm 4218.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 9

Registry of Friendly Societies

1. This Vote covers the total running costs and other administrative costs of the Registry
of Friendly Societies which serves three statutory bodies: the Building Societies
Commission, the Friendly Societies Commission, and the Central Office of the Registry
of Friendly Societies.

2. The Building Societies Commission is responsible for the regulation of building
societies under the Building Societies Act 1986, and in particular for their prudential
supervision to protect investors, The Friendly Societics Commission is responsible for
the regulation of friendly societies under the Friendly Societies Act 1992, The Central
Office is responsible for administering the register and related functions for some 14,000
mutual organisations (including building societies and friendly societies). It is also
responsible for the prudential supervision of credit unions.

3. The full cost of the work of the Building Societies Cominission is recovered from
building societies. The full cost of the work of the Friendly Societies Commission is
being progressively recovered from friendly societies over a number of years. The
appropriations in aid also include fees in respect of specific statutory functions which are
set at a level intended to recover the full cost of those services.

4. Details of the expenditure and appropriations in aid contained in this Voie can be
found in Chapter 3, of the 1999 departmental report of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s
smaller Departments (Cm 4218).

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 62 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1,523,000. A breakdown of the forecast outturn
for 199899 by individual function is given in Table 3 of Cm 4218.

6. Symboals are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.

186



1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 9

provision
i?‘}g-‘ﬁ? .

argt:s and f&ﬁs pmrﬂ bg.é fagfsmrmi

187



Introduction

19992006, Class XVI, Vote 10

National Investment and Loans
Office

1. This Vote covers the running costs and other expenses of the National Investment and
Loans Oftice.

2. Tt covers principally the management by the National Debt Office (NDO) of the
investment portfolios of certain public funds such as the National Savings Bank Fund
and National Insurance Fund Investment Account, and lending to local authorities by the
Public Works Loan Board (PWLB). It also covers the provision by the Office of HM
Paymaster General (OPG) of banking and related services for government departments
and other bodies and the supply of financial information to the Treasury to support its
analysis of Central Government borrowing principally as an aid to monitoring.

3. Further details of the expenditure contained in the Vote can be found in Chapter 4
paragraphs 4.1 to 4.6 of the 1999 departmental report of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer’s Departments (Cm 4218).

4. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 24.2 per cent lower than the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £0.3 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 4D of Cm 4218.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 assumes that receipts from fees on PWLB
advances, receipts from NDO management charges and fees from OPG customers will
cover the majority of costs. The provision of £1,562,000 for running costs and
£5,803,000 for gross costs reflects an increase in administrative cxpenditurc of 3.6 per
cent in respect of running costs and a decrease of 0.4 per cent in respect of gross costs.

6. Further details of appropriations in aid can be found in Table 4E of Cm 4218.
7. No statutory or non-statutory contingent liabilities will be met from this Vote.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 11

Office for National Statistics

1. This Yote provides for the running costs and other expenditure of the Office for
National Statistics. For further details of the expenditure contained in Sections A and B
of this Vote see Chapter 8 of the Departmental Report of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer’s Departments 1999 (Cm 4218).

2. Adetailed analysis of appropriations-in-aid on this Vote can be found in Table 5D of
Cm 4218,

3. The department’s main responsibilities include the following: Collection, collation
and dissemination of statistics relating to the United Kingdom’s national accounts,
balance of payments, financial transactions and measures of output; co-ordination of
statistics relating to regional matters; compilation of social Labour Market statistics;
undertaking of various representational roles in an international context; providing
central management for the statisticians of the Government Statistical Service;
implementing and issuing information from the decennial census of the population;
supplying demographic statistics for national, regional and tocal planning; conducting
social surveys; collecting and supplying statistics relating to the medical condition of the
population and maintaining the Titchfield centre of the World Health Organisation; the
Secretariat to the Boundary Commission for England and Wales; administering the law
on marriage; controlling the local registration of births, deaths and marriage and
maintaining the central record of these events from which copies of certificates are
supplied; and maintaining the National Health Service Central Register.

4. A separate net control section 18 provided for customer-funded activities.

5. The provision for 1999-2000 is 8 per cent higher than the final net provision for
1998-99 of £100.1 million and 10 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that year
of £98.6 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn by function for 1998-99 is given
in Table 5D of Cm 4218.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 12

Government Actuary’s Department

1. The Vole covers the running costs of the Department of the Government Actuary. The
Department provides a consultancy service to government and to other clients
principally in the public sector. It advises in the main on social security and pension
schemes, population and other statistical studies and supervision of insurance and
friendly societies.

2. Since 1989-90 the Department has operated a system of full repayment for all advice
given, and the greater part of its running costs is now met by receipts. From 1995-96 the
Department has operated under net running cost control, to allow it the flexibility to
respond to fluctvating demands on its services. A small section of work, which is of
interest to a wide spectrum of users, will remain centrally funded.

3. Expenditure contained in Section A is explained in Chapter 6 of the 1999
departmental report of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s smaller departments

(Cm 4218). Further details of appropriations in aid can be found in paragraph 6.6.1 of
Cm 4218.

4. The provison sought for 1999-2000 is 2.6 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £620,000. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for
1998-99 by individual function is given in Table 6d of Cm 4218.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 13

Crown Estate Office

1. This Vote covers the salaries of the Crown Estate Commissioners and the expense of
their Office.

2. Up to the reign of King George 1 the reigning Sovereign received the rents and
profits of the Crown Estate. Since 1760 the surplus rents and profits (after deducting
management expenses) have at the beginning of each reign been surrendered by the
Sovereign to Parliament as part of the arrangements for the provision of a Civil List. The
Estate itself remains part of the hereditary possessions of the Sovereign in right of the
Crown, It is not government property, but neither is it part of the private estate of the
reighing monarch.

3. The Estate is managed by a Board of Commissioners under the powers vested in them
by the Crown Estate Act 1961, which provided for their salaries and the expenses of the
office to be paid out of monies voted by Parliament. By agreement with HM Treasury
the maximurn number of posts so provided for is 41.

4. The other administrative costs of managing the Estate are paid out of Estate Revenues
as part of the management expenses. The surplus Revenues are paid to the Consolidated
Fund at the end of each year and scored as a miscellaneous receipt. In 1997-98

£113 million was paid to the Consolidated Fund.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 17.1 per cent higher than the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £1.8 million. This, however, includes an
exceptional item provisionally estimated at £250,000 to cover a shortfall of employer
contribution to the Crown Estate Pension Scheme. Excluding this item, the underlying
increase is 2.8 per cent.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class XVI, Vote 14

Sale, or sales, of residual
government shareholdings and
government holdings of privatised
companies’ debt

1. This Vote covers costs arising from the sale or sales of residual Government
shareholdings and debt as referred to in paragraph 1.2.14 of the 1999 departmental report
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s departments (Cm 4218).

« residual expenditure arising from the Treasury’s 1993 sale of shares in British
Telecommunications plc (BT3),

» residual expenditure arising from the Treasury’s 1995 sale of shares in PowerGen
plc and National Power plc,

+ provision for expenses in connection with any sale or sales of remaining residual
shareholdings in 1999-2000,

= provision for expenses in connection with any salc or sales of remaining debt in
privatised companies in 1999-2000.

2. All expenses are planned to be met from receipts from the sale, or sales, appropriated
in aid of the Vote. After deducting appropriations in aid, the balance of the receipts will
be paid into the Consolidated Fund.

3. Associated administrative costs are borne on Class XV1, Vote 1.

4. Symbols arc explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 1

Cabinet Office

1. This Vote provides for running costs and other expenditure of the Cabinet Office. It
includes the Offices of the Prime Minister, the Minister for the Cabinet Office, the
Minister of State, Parliamentary Secretary, and the Government Chief Whip; the
Parliamentary Counsel; price concessions to public libraries and the costs of government
and other publications supplied to UK members of the European Parliament; grants in
aid to a number of Civil Service welfare organisations; and payments to the Chequers
Trust and British National Committee for the History of the Secend World War; and
certain other services.

2. In addition it provides for the costs of the Royal Commission on the House of Lords
Reform and the Public Confidence Programme on Year 2000 [ssues.

3. The Vote also covers the Cabinct Office Exccutive Agencies (Central Computer and
Telecommunications Agency, Property Advisers to the Civil Estate, The Civil Service
College, Gavernment Car and Despatch Agency, and The Buying Agency) — the first
four operate on a full repayment basis; The Buying Agency is a Trading Fund.

4. Further details of the expenditure contained in sections A to G of this Vote can be
found in Chapter 2 and Chapter S of the Cabinet Office Departmental Report 1999
(Cm 4221). A detailed analysis of the appropriations in aid on this Vote can be found in
Table 2a of Cm 4221,

5. The Cabinet Office is responsible for collective decision making, including analyses
of policy and performance that cut across more than one part of Government and
systems which promote co-ordinated action and presentation. It supports the Prime
Minister in his role as Head of Government and provides similar support to Ministers in
the Cabinet Office and Offices of the Government Whips on matters for which they are
responsible. It promotes improved professional and ethical standards in public services
and the efficient and effective service delivery throughout the Civil Service and wider
public sector.

6. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 6.8 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £204,771,000. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 is given in Table 2a of Cm 4221.

7. The Cabinet Office has contingent liabilitics of £1 million arising from the
privatisation of Her Majesty’s Stationery Oftice.

8. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet,
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 2

Cabinet Office: security and
intelligence services

1. This Vote provides for all the running costs and other expenditure of GCHQ), the
Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) and the Security Service, together with related
expenditure, mainly on research and development work, on behalf of SIS and the
Security Service.

2. Provision for accruing superannuation liability charges (ASLCs) for personnel who
are members of the Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme (PCSPS) will be paid to the
Civil Superannuation Vote (Class XVII, Vote 3) from running costs in the Vote. ASLCs
for other staff will be netted off Subhead B4 of this Vote from where relevant pensions in
payment are met. Expenditure on subhead B4 is classified as expenditure in Main
departmental programmes in Annually Managed Expenditure, in line with the treatment
applied to other public sector superannuation schemes.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 7 per cent higher than the final net provision
and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £7G9 million.

4. The aggregate staff numbers of the security and intelligence services can be found in
table 61 of the Cabinet Office Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4221).

5. Symbols arc explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 3

Cabinet Office: civil superannuation

1. This Vote provides for the payment of pension and other benefits, including injury
benefit in respect of injuries sustained on or before 31 March 1998, to persons covered
by the Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme (PCSPS) and certain other statutory
schemes, including schemes for civil servants made under the Superannuation Act 1972.

2. The Vote covers residual expenditure on the pension and compensation allowances
payable to ex-members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and their dependants. It includes
the increases payable in accordance with the Annual Review Orders made under Section
59 of the Social Security Pension Act 1975 and includes the increases on certain
pensions provided by statute from the Consolidated Fund.

3. Provision is also made for the payment of annual compensation arising from early
retirement that is funded by lump sum payments made by departments, agencies and
other bodies covered by the Civil Service Compensation Scheme, in previous years and
received as extra receipts payable to the Consolidated Fund (see Part 11I). The scheme
for the central funding of early departures as announced in the White Paper: The Civil
Service: Continuity and Change {Cm 2627) ended on 31 March 1997. Provision for
central funding is therefore limited to the on-going costs of annual compensation
payments of those retired early under the scheme.

4. Departments, agencies and other bodies covered by the PCSPS meet the cost of
pension cover provided for the staff they employ by payment of charges calculated on an
accruing basis. The charges, along with the contributions paid by scheme members and
certain other receipts, are appropriated in aid of the Vote. A detailed analysis of the
appropriations in aid on this Vote can be found in Table 7B of the Cabinet Office
Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4221).

5. The net provision sought for 1999-2000 is 8.6 per cent higher than the net provision
for 1998-99 of £1,409.5 million and 10.3 per cent higher than forecast outturn for that
year of £1,386.5 million. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998-99, along with
further information about the Vote, can be found in chapter 7 of Cm 422].

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVII, Vote 4

Central Office of Information

1. This vote covers the Central Advisory Service for publicity advice provided centrally.
Further details of the expenditure contained in this Vote can be found in Chapter § of the
Cabinet Office Departmental Report 1999 (Cm 4221).

2. Since 1988-89 COI’s income has been treated as appropriations in aid, but from
1 April 1991 COT’s repayment services were transferred to a trading fund.

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is lower than the final net provision and forecast
outturn for 1998-99, reflecting the transfer of Royal Household grant in aid to the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport. A breakdown of the forecast outturn for 1998—
99 is given in Cm 4221.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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19992000, Class XVII, Vote 5

Privy Council Office

1. This Vote covers the running costs of the Privy Council Office which is mainly
responsible for Royal Charters and Orders in Council; and the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council, the highest court for appeals from Commonwealth countries other than
the United Kingdom. The Vote also pays for the running of the private offices and
salaries of the President of the Council and the Lord Privy Seal, respectively, Leaders of
the House of Commons and House of Lords.

2. Expenditure contained in this Vote is explained in the 1999 Departmental Report by
the Privy Council Office (Cm 4221).

3, The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 19 per cent lower than both the final net
provision and forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £3.044 million. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn by function for 1998-99 is given in Cm 4221.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction te this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVIII, Vote 1

Office of the Parliamentary
Commissioner and Health Service
Commissioners

1. This Vote covers the costs of the Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration and Health Service Commissioners and is excluded from running costs
control.

2. Further details of the cxpenditure contained in Section A of this Vote can be found in
the 1999 Departmental Report of the Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner and
Health Scrvice Commissioners (Cm 4221}

3. The Parliamentary Commissioner investigates complaints, referred to him by
Members of the House of Commons, from members of the public who claim to have
sustained injustice in consequence of maladministration in connection with
administrative action taken by or on behalf of government departments or a number of
non-departmental public bodies as well as complaints that they have been refused access
to information in contravention of the Cede of Practice on Access to Official
Information.

4. The three Health Service Commissioners, for England, Scotland, and Wales, are
responsible for investigating complaints direct from members of the public who claim to
have suffered injustice or hardship in consequence of failure in the provision of a service
which health authorities, including NHS trusts, are required to provide; or in the
execution of a service provided by National Health Service authorities; or
maladministration by or on behalf of these authorities; or failure to provide information
in contravention of the NHS Code of Practice on Openness; or complaints against family
service practitioners and their staff, and all clinical complaints against NHS staff.

5. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 0.9 per cent lower than the final net provision
for 1998-99 of £15.1 million and 15.2 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that
year of £13 million.

6. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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Introduction

1999-2000, Class XVIII, Vote 2

House of Lords: Peers’ expenses,
administration, etc

1. This Vote covers the rcimbursement of Peers’ expenses incurred by them for the
purpose of their Parliamentary duty, the administrative costs of the House of Lords’
Offices and its Refreshment Department, including stationery and printing, the provision
of superannuation benefits to staff, a share of the security costs at the Palace of
Westminster, financial assistance to Opposition parties, and a grant in aid to the History
of Parliament Trust. Further details of the expenditure contained in Section A of the Vote
can be found in the House of Lords” 1999 Report (Cm 4221).

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 1.8 per cent higher than the final net provision
and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £29.8 million. A breakdown of the forecast
outturn for 1998-99 is given in Cm 4221.

3. Control of the Vote is vested in the House of Lords’ Offices Committee appointed
each session.

4. The costs of House of Lords’ works services are borne on Class XVIII, Vote 3.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVIII, Vote 3

House of Lords: works services

1. This Vote covers the costs of works services for the House of Lords, a share of the
costs of the Parliamentary Works Directorate which administers the works programme
for both Houses of Parliament and a grant in aid to the House of Lords” Works of Art
Collection Fund. Further details of the expenditure contained in Section A of the Vote
can be found in the House of Lords’ 1999 Report (Cm 4221).

2. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 12.2 per cent higher than the [inal net
provision and the forecast outturn for 1998-99 of £13.8 millien. A breakdown of the
forecast outturn for 1998-99 is given in Cm 4221,

3. Control of the Vote is vested in the House of Lords’ Offices Committee appointed
each session.

4. The costs of Peers” expenses and the administration of the House of Lords” Offices
are borne on Class XVIII, Vote 2.

5. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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1999-2000, Class XVIII, Vote 4

House of Commons: Members’
salaries, etc

1. This Vote covers expenditure by the House of Commons on salaries of Members of
Parliament; the reimbursement to Members of expenses incurred by them in the course
of their parliamentary duties; pension premium payiments in respect of Members’
secretaries and research assistanis; Exchequer contributions to the Parliamentary
Contributory Pension Fund and to the Members’ Fund; and financial assistance to
Opposition partics.

2. Further details of the expenditure contained in Section A of this Vote are as follows:

£000
Total Total net Net
Estimate provision outturn
1999-2000 1998-99 1997-98
Members’ salaries 33,428 32,865 39,060
Travelling expenses in the UK and to
European Community institutions 7,120 6,939 6,226
Office costs allowance 33,534 32,500 32,469
Additional costs allowance 8,272 8,019 7,247
Pension provision for Members’ staff’ 2,012 1,939 1,620
Secretarial redundancy payments 40 41 777
Miscellaneous 187 179 3,531
Parliamentary Contributory Pension
Fund Centributions to the basic and
supplementary schemes 2,510 3,191 2,952
Financial assistance to Opposition parties 1,742 1,689 1,722
Members’ Fund 215 215 215
Total 89,060 87,577 95,819

3. The provision sought for 1999-2000 is 2 per cent higher than the final net provision
for 1998-99 of £88 mullion and 3 per cent higher than the forecast outturn for that year
of £86 million.

4. Symbols are explained in the Introduction to this booklet.
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