
The Environment Agency, Defra and the Welsh
Assembly Government have today published a report
that proposes the use of four indicators to assist in the
management of land contamination in England and
Wales. The four indicators are:

CS1 Extent of Industrial Land Use
CS2 Identification of Land Contamination
CS3 Remediation of Land Contamination
CS4 Newly Created Land Contamination

The project derived estimates for the area and number
of sites for these indicators for either chemical and/or
radiological contamination.

Two main techniques were employed:

• extrapolation from surveys undertaken in 12
representative local authority area throughout
England and Wales;

• examination of national data sources.

The final answers for the indicators are expressed as
ranges and are qualified by uncertainties generated by
the different techniques used by the project. The mid-
point of these ranges are:

CS1 300,000 ha (325,000 sites)
CS1 (Radiological) 27,000 ha (53,000 sites)
CS2 67,000 ha (33,500 sites)
CS3 44,000 ha (21,000 sites)
CS4 30 ha (750 sites)

These numbers should be regarded as merely
indicative. Particular caution is needed for the number
of sites, as long histories of continuous but changing
land use patterns defy capture as discrete site entities.

Refinement of the radiological figures to consider
potential for significant radioactive contamination from
particular activities gave an estimate of between 100
and 1,000 sites (with the best being 250) that may fall
within the definition of radioactively contaminated land

under the proposed Radioactively Contaminated Land
Regulations.

This report is aimed at officials involved in the
redevelopment and management of land
contamination, as well as major landowners and non-
governmental organisations.

It is hoped that the report will lead to the development
of protocols for data collection, storage and sharing
between stakeholders with a view to future reporting of
the indicators.
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