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The National Audit Office
scrutinises public spending
on behalf of Parliament.

The Comptroller and Auditor General,
Sir John Bourn, is an Officer of the
House of Commons. He is the head of the
National Audit Office, which employs some
850 staff. He, and the National Audit Office,
are totally independent of Government.

He certifies the accounts of all Government
departments and a wide range of other public
sector bodies; and he has statutory authority
to report to Parliament on the
economy, efficiency and effectiveness
with which departments and other bodies
have used their resources.

Our work saves the taxpayer millions of
pounds every year. At least £8 for every
£1 spent running the Office.

This account can be found on the National Audit Office web site at
www.nao.org.uk
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Foreword

History

Under a series of Acts dating from 1870, tenants in Ireland were assisted by Government loans to purchase the
freehold title of the land they occupied. Responsibility for allocating and distributing the purchase money to
vendors, mortgagees and other interested parties rested with the Land Purchase Commission, Northern Ireland
from 1923 to 1937, but was transferred on 1 April 1937 to the Supreme Court of Judicature of Northern Ireland.

Statutory background

Therelevant primary legislation is the Land Law (Ireland) Act 1881, section 56 of which (as modified by the Northern
Ireland Land Purchase (Winding Up) (Adaptation) Order 1937; S.R.&0 1937 No.306) provides for the production
and audit of the Land Purchase Account. The Land Purchase Commission, Northern Ireland was abolished by the
Northern Ireland Land Purchase (Winding Up) Act 1935, Section 6(1) of which provided for the transfer of a residue
of administrative functions to the Treasury. By virtue of the provisions of Section 6(2) of the 1935 Act, the Treasury
arranged with the Lord Chief Justice, Northern Ireland, for the performance by the Accountant General of the
Supreme Court, Northern Ireland, of the accounting functions. Under the directions of the Court these refer chiefly
to (1) the management of investments, and (2) the allocations and distributions of the estate money between
vendors, mortgagees and other interested parties.
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Statement of Accountant General’s responsibilities

Under Section 56 of the Land Law (Ireland) Act 1881 (as modified by the Northern Ireland Land Purchase (Winding
Up) (Adaptation) Order 1937; S.R.&0.1937 No.306) the Accountant General is required to prepare an account for
each financial year in a form determined by the Treasury. The account is prepared on a cash basis and must properly
present the receipts and payments for the financial year and the balances held at the year end.

The Treasury has appointed the Accountant General as Accounting Officer for the account. His relevant
responsibilities as Accounting Officer, including his responsibilities for the propriety and regularity of the funds for
which he is answerable and for the keeping of proper records, are set out in the Accounting Officers’Memorandum
issued by the Treasury and published in Government Accounting.

DA Lavery 7 March 2007
Accountant General of the Supreme Court
of Judicature of Northern Ireland
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Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended
31 March 2006

2005-2006 2004-2005
Cash Securities Cash  Securities
nominal nominal
value value
£ £ £ £
Receipts
Cash
Dividends 10,524 10,466
Deposit interest 4,403 3,975
Sale of securities
Sale proceeds
Securities
Acquired 14,825 14,339
14,927 14,825 14,441 14,339
Payments
Cash
Payments to Annuitants 102 102
Purchase of Securities 14,825 14,339
Securities
Disposed
14,927 NIL 14,441 NIL
Excess of Receipts over payments/
(Payments over Receipts) for the financial year NIL 14,825 NIL 14,339

The notes on page 7 form part of this account.
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Statement of Balances as at 31 March 2006

2005-2006 2004-2005
Cash Securities Cash  Securities
nominal nominal
value value
£ £ £ £
Balances at 1 April 2005 NIL 256,156 NIL 241,817
€1,428 €1,428
Add/(less)

Excess of Receipts over payments/ NIL 14,825 NIL 14,339

(Payments over Receipts) for the financial year
Balances at 31 March 2006 NIL 270,981 NIL 256,156
€1,428 €1,428

The notes on page 7 form part of this account.




Notes to the Accounts
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1 These accounts are drawn up in a form directed by the Lord Chancellor and approved by the Treasury.

2 Securities

2%% Treasury Stock 1975 or after
8%2% Treasury Stock 2007

Bank of Ireland Deposit Receipt
Bank of Ireland Current Account

Bank of Ireland Ordinary Stock

3 The prefix € means Euros.

DA Lavery
Accountant General of the Supreme Court
of Judicature of Northern Ireland

Nominal Movement Nominal Cost Market
value at value at value at
31 March 31 March 31 March
2005 2006 2006

f £ £ f £

119 0 119 108 70
117,060 0 117,060 114,784 122,972
22 0 22 22 45
138,955 14,825 153,780 153,780 153,780
256,156 14,825 270,981 268,694 276,867
€1,428 €0 €1,428 €335 €34,150

7 March 2007
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