
Annual 
Report & 
Accounts
AHRC 2009-10



The Arts and Humanities Research Council 
Annual Report and Accounts 2009-2010

Presented to Parliament Pursuant to Section 4  
of the Higher Education Act 2004

Ordered by the House of Commons to be  
printed 25 November 2010





1

AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

Contents



2

AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

Chairman’s
Statement



3

AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

Chief Executive’s 
Statement



4 

Management 
Commentary
A look back at the year 2009-2010 for the  
Arts and Humanities Research Council.



 5



6 



 7

AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

Excellence in research

World-Class Research  
and its Impact
The AHRC is a recognised world-leader in advancing research that contributes 
directly to the quality of life of the nation. The last year has been an important 
year for the AHRC as it continues to develop and deliver this mission to support 
excellent and world-class research with impact.
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Research Grants in Practice-Led and Applied 

Peer Review

Case Studies

Christen Købke (1810-1848) exhibition: 
Professor David Jackson, University of Leeds

Hidden Histories of Exploration:  
Exhibiting Geographical Collections,  
Professor Felix Driver, Royal Holloway

Computer Art and Technocultures (CAT): evaluating  
the Patric Prince Collection in the Digital Age,  
Dr Nicholas Lambert, Birkbeck College 

Arts and humanities researchers, funded by  
the AHRC, work closely and successfully with 
some of the UK’s internationally renowned 
museums and galleries and undertake the 
research behind the exhibitions that attract 
visitors in their thousands, from the UK and 
further afield. Their research enables museums 
and galleries to explore their own collections, 
develop their knowledge of subjects, and 
communicate those findings to the public.

Exploring our hidden collections
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Fellowships
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Family names of the UK, Professor Richard Coates, 
University of the West of England

Proceedings of the Central Criminal Court 1834 to 1913, 
Professor Tim Hitchcock, University of Hertfordshire

1641 Depositions, Professor Thomas Bartlett,  
University of Aberdeen

Case Studies

Uncovering the history of everyday life
In recent years interest in tracing family history has been fuelled by programmes such as the 
BBC’s ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ and the ready availability of web-based information. 
AHRC funding is supporting this widespread fascination through making key resources 
openly available, but also by bringing the rigour and scholarship of research to an important 
aspect of British history.
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Research Networking Scheme

Cultural sector
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Impact

Leading the World
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Patient involvement in medicine choice: improving policy 
and practice, Professor Alan Cribb, King’s College London

Madness and Literature Network, Paul Crawford  
University of Nottingham

Heritage in Hospitals, Dr Helen Chatterjee,  
University College London

Case Studies

Health, well-being and the humanities
The important role art plays in patient well-being has long been recognised with many hospitals 
and healthcare organisations already investing in arts programmes, the installation of artworks, 
artist residencies and music workshops designed to help improve patients’ stay in hospital and 
aid their recovery. Less well-recognised is the role that the humanities can play in improving the 
health, well-being and quality of life of hospital patients and others.
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Leadership through Connected Communities

Contributing to vibrant and thriving communities 

Meeting Today’s 
Challenges
During the last year the AHRC has continued to develop its role as a catalyst  
for research that brings the insights and expertise of the arts and humanities  
to bear on the major challenges facing society today. Among the challenges  
being addressed through the AHRC’s leadership in this area are community 
cohesion, the place of religion in society, environmental change, science  
heritage and the digital economy.
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The Bengal Diaspora: Bengali Settlers in South Asia  
and Britain, Dr. Joya Chatterji, Dr Claire Alexander, 
Cambridge University

Mapping Migrant Cultures in Manchester 1880-2000,  
Dr Laurence Brown, University of Manchester

Tate Encounters: Black and Asian Identities, Britishness 
and visual culture, Professor Andrew Dewdney, London 
Southbank University with Tate Britain, and, University of 
the Arts London

Case Studies

Diasporas, migration and identities
Migration and identity are widely-debated subjects in the media, in parliament and in general. But 
they can be highly contested subjects, with discussion often informed by a lack of evidence and 
understanding. Research can bring clarity and careful and considered analysis to complex subjects 
such as these, and the AHRC’s Diasporas, Migration and Identities programme has helped us to 
understand some of the cultural, social and economic challenges faced by diasporic and migrant 
communities and by society in general. 
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Fostering innovation in a creative 
and digital economy

Beyond Text
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Sustainable development of our cultural 
and environmental heritage

Understanding our environment, 
understanding our history

Case Studies

It is a truism to say that in order to understand 
the present we need to understand the past. But 
understanding how earlier civilisations lived, 
and how they inhabited the world around them, 
can help us understand the landscape around us, 
how we have shaped the environment and how it 
has helped shape us. The AHRC Landscape and 
Environment Programme has funded a number 
of innovative projects aimed at understanding 
the impact the landscape and environment has 
had – and continues to have – on communities 
both in the UK and further afield.

London Before London: Reconstructing a Palaeolithic 
landscape, Dr Danielle Schreve, Royal Holloway

Changing Landscapes, Changing Environments:  
enclosure and culture in Northamptonshire, 1700-1900, 
Professor Matthew Cragoe, University of Hertfordshire

The Cultured Rainforest: long-term human ecological 
histories in the highlands of Borneo, Professor Graeme 
Barker, University of Cambridge
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Looking ahead



AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

20 

EGOR: Environmental Guidelines: Opportunities  
and Risks, Nancy Bell, The National Archives

Decay of Ancient Stone Monuments,  
Dr Aron Mazel, Newcastle University

Touching the Untouchable: Increasing Access to 
Archaeological Artefacts by Virtual Handling,  
Dr Linda Hurcombe, Exeter University

Case Studies

Climate change and our fragile heritage
Climate change and the British weather can cause untold damage to the precious and 
sometimes priceless artefacts, objects and historic sites that make up our extraordinary cultural 
heritage. Not only this, but our desire to understand our past – to visit, touch and interact with 
it – can also cause irreparable damage. The AHRC/EPSRC Science and Heritage programme 
is bringing together experts from all areas of heritage science to tackle the challenges of 
conserving and maintaining access to our past through an uncertain period of climate change.



 21

AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10



22



 23

AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2009-10

Sustaining  
People and Careers
This year has seen a number of significant changes in the AHRC’s provision  
of support for postgraduates and new researchers. The first awards were taken 
up under our new Block Grant Partnership (BGP), Studentship Competition 
and Fellowships schemes. These new schemes have begun well with the BGP 
in particular providing an important means by which the AHRC is able to offer 
strategic support to the organisations and the disciplines within its remit.

Block Grant Partnership scheme

Studentship Competition
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Centre for the Advanced Study of the Arab World – 
Universities of Edinburgh, Manchester and Durham

White Rose East Asia Centre – Universities of Leeds  
and Sheffield

Centre for East European Language Based Area Studies  
– UCL and Universities of Oxford and Birmingham

British Inter-University China Centre – Universities of 
Oxford, Bristol and Manchester

Case Studies

Investing in areas and languages  
of strategic importance
At a time when there is growing concern about the falling number of people studying 
languages, the AHRC is ensuring that the next generation of researchers have the language 
skills required to undertake research into critical and strategic areas through the Language 
Based Area Studies initiative (LBAS).
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Collaborative Doctoral Awards

RCUK Digital Economy Doctoral Training Centres
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Sensory Perceptions in Medieval Society AD 450-1600, 
Eleanor Standley, Durham University. 

Skills for Modern and Contemporary Historians,  
Professor Duncan Tanner, Bangor University.

Sound Thought 2009, Joanna Clements,  
Glasgow University.

Case Studies

Researchers of the future
To remain at the cutting-edge of arts and humanities research and the creative industries it 
serves, the UK needs to ensure that the next generation of researchers has the wide range of 
necessary skills both they and the country require. AHRC funding supports the training and 
development of postgraduates preparing to embark on a career in research.
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Fellowships

Researcher development

Library of Congress Scholarship scheme

Collaborative Research Training scheme
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Melanie Horton, 
Manchester University and Manchester City Galleries

Michela Clari,  
Royal Commission on the Ancient  
and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS)

John Clarke,  
Kingston University and The Environment Trust

Case Studies

Beyond academia and into the workplace
Through their research, training and learning activities, arts and humanities postgraduate students 
develop a range of transferable skills that prepare them not just for an academic future, but for 
a successful career in the workplace. The AHRC is supporting postgraduate students by creating 
opportunities for them to work with organisations in the creative industries and the cultural sector 
to share knowledge and skills that benefit collaborating organisations, the postgraduates themselves 
and their universities.
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Building Partnerships

Developing new research communities

The Scottish Funding Council

Stimulating innovation

The AHRC’s developing partnerships are bringing tangible benefits to a range  
of stakeholders and extending the influence of arts and humanities research  
to fields far beyond research.
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Knowledge transfer in a recession
Case Studies

International

European collaboration

¤

¤
¤

During challenging economic times, businesses 
understandably focus on core activities, and can 
be reluctant to invest resources in research and 
development, despite the potential benefits. 
AHRC knowledge transfer funding encourages 
non-academic partners to collaborate with 
universities and other organisations, to share 
knowledge and expertise and to invest in the 
ideas and creativity that businesses need to 
prepare for healthier economic times.

Key 20 Media and London South Bank University,  
Dr Jenny Owen

New Strategies for Radio and Music Organisations, 
Professor Tim Wall, Birmingham City University

LIVE!Museum Project, Dr Ross Parry,  
University of Leicester
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Net-Heritage

UK/US partnership
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Building cultural bridges 

Public Policy

Policy seminars

Delivering international opportunities 
for young scholars
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Endangered Sign Languages in Village
Communities (Villagesign), Professor Ulrike Zeshan,
University of Central Lancashire

EUCH-BIOARCH, Professor Keith Dobney,
University of Aberdeen

The Move to Violence: a matrix of the factors involved
in the move from religious belief to violent action,
Mat Francis, University of Leeds

Case Studies

Fostering international collaboration
The AHRC provides funding to enable UK researchers to undertake groundbreaking research 
in collaboration with scholars and institutions from outside the UK. Funding either comes 
directly through AHRC schemes or through its involvement in international programmes.
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The Concepts of Health, Illness and Disease,  
Dr Havi Carel, University of the West of England

The Impact of the Criminal Process on Health Care  
Ethics and Practice, Professor Margaret Brazier,  
University of Manchester

Contested Common Land: environmental governance,  
law and sustainable land management c.1600-2006, 
Professor Chris Rogers, Newcastle University

Case Studies

Research and public policy
Arts and humanities researchers have a wealth of knowledge, insight and understanding to share 
with policymakers. AHRC-funded researchers are working with government and policymakers on 
areas as diverse as health, justice, crime prevention, community cohesion, international law, and 
environmental governance.
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Future developments

Fellowships
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Corporate Activities
The last year has been an important year for the AHRC and its staff, as it 
continues to implement extensive changes to the delivery of its services  
both internally and to its external stakeholders.

The RCUK Shared Services Centre Ltd

Financial Performance

Creditor Payment Policy

Auditors
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Employee Involvement

Equality and Diversity

Health and Safety

Freedom of Information

The Environment 

Local Engagement

Sickness Absence Data
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Personal Data Related Incidents

Spending Review Framework
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AHRC Structure: 2009/10
The Arts and Humanities Research Council’s Organisational Plan and Structure.
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AHRC Council and 
Committee Members 
as at 31 March 2010
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AHRC’s 
Committees

Audit Committee

Remuneration Committee

Advisory Board

Peer Review

Research Grants – July 2009

Panel A 

Panel B
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Panel C

Panel D

Research Grants – October 2009

Panel A

Panel B

Panel C

Panel D

Research Grants – February 2010

Panel A
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Panel B

Panel C

Panel D

Research Leave Panels – June 2009 
Competition

Panel 1: Classics, Ancient History 
and Archaeology

Panel 2: Visual Arts and Media

Panel 3: English Language  
and Literature

Panel 4: Medieval and  
Modern History

Panel 5: Modern Languages  
and Linguistics
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Panel 6: Librarianship, Information 
and Museum Studies

Panel 7: Music and Performing Arts

Panel 8: Philosophy, Law  
and Religious Studies

Fellowships – March 2010

Panel A 

Panel B

Panel C

Panel D

Student Competition – June/July 
2009

Panel A 
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Panel B 

Panel C

Panel D

Block Grants Partnerships Panel –  
February 2009

Collaborative Doctoral Awards 
Panel – March 2009

Collaborative Doctoral Awards 
Panel – March 2010
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Collaborative Research Training 
Panel – May 2009 

Library of Congress Panel  
– May 2009

National Institutes for the 
Humanities Panel – March 2009

Science and Heritage Award 
Commissioning Panel – June 2009

Science and Heritage  
Award Commissioning Panel – 
February 2010

Fellowships in the Creative and 
Performing Arts Panel – March 2009

Fellowships in the Creative and 
Performing Arts Panel – March 2010

Knowledge Transfer Peer  
Review Panel – February 2009

Knowledge Transfer Peer Review 
Panel – September 2009
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Knowledge Transfer Moderating 
Panel – March 2010

Beyond Text Small Grants  
Panel – October 2009

Religion and Society 
Commissioning Panel – July 2009

Religion and Society 
Commissioning Panel  
– September 2009

Digital Equipment and  
Database Enhancement for  
Impact – January 2010
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Unaudited Information

Remuneration Policy

Council Chair and Council Members 

Chief Executive

Directors

The Committee’s responsibilities are to:

Contracts of Employment

Council Chair and Council Members 

Remuneration Report 
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Chief Executive

Directors

Salary and pension entitlements 

Audited Information

Remuneration
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Unaudited Information

The Cash Equivalent Transfer Value (CETV)

The real increase in the value of the CETV

Pensions

Civil Service Pension Scheme

Pension Benefits
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Classic

Premium

Classic Plus

Partnership

Nuvos

Universities Superannuation Scheme
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Accounts Direction

Statement of Council’s and Chief 
Executive’s Responsibilities

AHRC Statement on Internal 
Control 2009-10

Scope of responsibility 

The purpose of the system of internal control

Accounts
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Capacity to handle risk 

The risk and control framework 
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Review of effectiveness 
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THE CERTIFICATE AND REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL TO THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS

Respective responsibilities of the Council, the Chief Executive and auditor

Scope of the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion on Regularity

Opinion on financial statements
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Opinion on other matters 

Matters on which I report by exception

Report
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Notes to the Accounts 

1. Statement Of Accounting Policies
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2. First-time Adoption of IFRS
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3. Analysis of Net Expenditure by Segment

4. Staff Numbers and Related Costs
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5. Research Awards

6. Postgraduate Awards

7. Museum & Galleries Awards
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8. Losses

9. Operating Costs

10. Revenue
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11. Plant, Property & Equipment
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12. Intangible Assets

13. Investment in Joint Venture
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14. Derivatives and Financial Instruments

15. Trade Receivables and Other Current Assets

16. Cash and Cash Equivalents
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17. Trade Payables and Other Current Liabilities

18. Provisions for Liabilities and Charges
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19. Capital Commitments
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20. Commitments Under Leases

21. Other Financial Commitments

22. Contingent Liabilities Disclosed Under IAS 37
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23. Related Party Transactions

Table A
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24. Events after the Reporting Period
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