	   [image: image1.png]N 3 { MiniStry of





	
	www.gov.uk


	
	
	
	

	
	Our Reference: 84732
	

	   August 2013


Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

1) The average length of time served by lifers and IPPs in England and Wales prior to release;
2) The yearly figures for whole life tariff lifers in England and Wales;
3) The average minimum term or tariff set for lifers (and the extent that this differs between mandatory and non-mandatory lifers) and IPPs. 

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

Data for questions 1 and 2 are already published.

Time served for indeterminate sentenced prisoners is published annually and may be found at the following web address.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offender-management-statistics-quarterly--2
If you open the link, scroll down to "Annual tables - Offender

Management caseload statistics 2012 tables", and download the zip file.  Within this, there is a discharges file.  Table A3.5 is "Table A3.5 Number of first releases from prison on life licence and average time served, England and Wales, 2002-2012".

The number of whole lifers has been published quarterly since December 2011.  The most recent bulletin can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/offender-management-statistics-quarterly-jan-mar-2013.  Please table 1.4 of the prison population tables.
Data for question 3, the average tariff set in years for mandatory lifers, non-mandatory lifers and IPP prisoners, is shown in the table below.
	Year of sentence
	IPP
	Non-mandatory lifers
	Mandatory lifers

	2005
	2.7
	6.2
	16.1

	2006
	3.2
	8.2
	17.1

	2007
	3.3
	9.1
	16.2

	2008
	3.6
	9.3
	17.8

	2009
	4.0
	10.8
	17.3

	2010
	4.3
	9.1
	18.9

	2011
	4.7
	8.9
	18.8

	2012
	4.7
	9.0
	20.2


These data are not routinely published and are based on those in prison at the end of June 2013.  The IPP sentence became available to the courts in April 2005.  Data on life sentences are presented from the beginning of 2005


