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You requested the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
How many Romanian nationals were received into jails in England and Wales in 2010, 2011 and 2012?

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the MoJ holds the information that you have asked for and I am pleased to provide this to you in the table below:
First receptions into prison establishments in England and Wales, Romanian nationals 

	
	Total

	2010
	1,508

	2011
	1,990

	2012
	2,530


Please note that first receptions provide an indication of the number of new prisoners received into prison in a time period.  Additionally, please note that a prisoner’s nationality is self declared and prisoners are under no obligation to declare their nationality.  These figures have been drawn from administrative IT systems which, as with any large scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing.  
The Government believes that, wherever possible, foreign national prisoners should serve their sentences in their own country.  Both Romania and the UK are Members of the European Union and the EU prisoner transfer agreement will enable us to ensure that Romanian nationals are sent back to Romania to serve their sentences.  Although the UK has already implemented the agreement, the Romanian Government has yet to do so.  We expect them to implement the necessary legislation early next year.




