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oval of Dissident

Iandian Request for Advice on Plans for
Sikhs from the Golden Temple

The Indian Intelligence Co-crdinator. has sent
an urgent request to for advice on an .ndian plan for

possible action against the dissident Sikhs curreantly occupying
parts of the Golden Temple in Amritsa. The Foreign Sécretary
believes that the Prime Minister would wish to be aware of

the approach and our proposed response, —~ 7 0 TU e
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Representatives of various extremist Sikh groups have,
over the last year or so, tggeﬁ;ﬁﬁmgééiaéndé'ﬁithfﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁ:‘*
Gglggg_zgggié}““Eﬁﬁﬁ“bi_thg@ﬂa;e_pgliéﬁédmfﬁ”bé'afﬁéd. By

2 fonvention.dating back o the British pertod in-India,
representitives of the Indian autboritieé, including the
police and arged forces, d0 _not enter the Temple precincts

in uniforn, but understand from “that a
ghnfipgenur plan for rogsible action against the extremists
is being drawn up by the Indians. The Indians have requested

that PTGYIde anm €xpecrt to advise on this contingency
plan. -

The fact that this request has been made personally by
underlines not only its delicacy but the importance
attached to it by the Indian Governmeni . Giveu the nature
of the Tequest, and from what is known of the role played
it seems likely that Mrs Gandhi would have been. informea
before the request was made. — In Putting the request
“made it clear that it had not been mads lightly and that

he was looking for help from them ou a matter ot real
importance to the Indians.,

The High Commissioner in New Delhi fully supports the

Loroposal. He has commented that the requést demonstrates
the close relaticonship between Britain and India. A positive
response would earn a gnod deal of credit: at the same time

Mrs Gandhi would find it hard to understand a refusal.
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that it is of some importance that a
response should he given qgiggly, not least because they
understand"Ehat“EﬁémTifés% developrents gtﬂgpgpigmp;e,
where the rift hetween the moderates snd extremists has
now widened “ay soon force the Indian Government 's hand.
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The Foreign Secretary pelieves that, in the interests
of our bilateral relations with Judia wgﬂgggpld resgggd
positively TO the request. He has therefore suthorised

IiScuss the request with the , and
with the MOD and, subject to the agreemenfﬁgﬂﬂﬂghe Prime
Minister and (if the visit is to be made by a member of
the armed cervices) of the Secretary of State for pefence,
to make arrangements with the Indianps for an early visit,
either by - or by another suitably qualified
sdviser. would make clear to the Indians that the
true origin of the advice must be adequately safeguarded
and that HMG could not contemplate assistance bevond that
which might be given by the adviser. The Foreign Secretary
would inform the Prime Minister of the outcome of the
adviser's visit: and, in view of possible repercussions
among the Sikh community in this country, the Home Secretary
would be informed if the Indians seered 1likely to proceed
with their plan.

‘ ; am copying this letter 10 Richard Hatfield (Cabinet
Office) and Richard Mottram (Ministry od Defence).

(B J P Fall)
private Secretary

F E R Butler Esg
10 Downing Straet
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