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	Our Reference: 81638


Freedom of Information Request 
Dear 
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds some of the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you.  
The response to each of your points is set out below;
1. Please provide an anonymised list of all non-legal members  who have served on service charge LVT’s (including retirees & resignees who have so served but retired or resigned during the period) disclosing the following: -

a) gender and age
a) Annex A is an anonymised list giving details of gender and age of all the LRAP members (including retirees & resignees who have so served but retired or resigned during the period)
b) professional qualification if any 

b) Annex B is a anonymised list of LRAP non legal members (including retirees & resignees who have so served but retired or resigned during the period) giving any known relevant qualification. You will also be aware that qualifications are normally given on the front page of decisions.

c) their actual outside occupation distinguishing between employed and self employed
c) We do not keep details of their outside occupation nor do we have any records that detail whether they are employed or self employed.

d) their rank & the name of their firm, if employed or a partner
d) We do not keep details of their rank and name of their firm, if employed or a partner

e) if they were appointed expressly to comply with the Supreme Court’s assumed “balance” in landlord & tenant’s tribunals & they were appointed expressly because they were, when appointed, the owners of a single property which was a leasehold flat & in which that member resided full time as his sole private residence, please identify that member (or retired or resigned member) very clearly indeed using a double asterisk or similar mark
e) No members were appointed to expressly comply with the Supreme Court’s assumed “balance” in landlord & tenant’s tribunals, nor were they appointed because they were, when appointed, the owners of a single property which was a leasehold flat. 
All members are appointed through open competition. All applicants are required to hold a professional qualification except for lay members where there are no eligibility requirements. 
f) the date that they were appointed to the panel from which you draw members. For the avoidance of doubt, please ensure you include somewhere in your list of non-legal members those who were involved in making the 4 service charge decisions LON/00AN/LSC/2011/0705, …..2010/94, …..2009/340 & ……2009/123, LON/00AN/LSC/2008/0229.

f) Annex B provides dates on which each non legal member was appointed.

g) Please detail whether – in relation to the question of skewing the composition of LVT’s in favour of landlord – you require a signed annual declaration whether lay (or legal) members or  their connected persons *have a beneficial interest in one or more leasehold flats in which they do not reside full-time but which they rent out to tenants (ie in respect of which they are landlords) & which thus places, into the public domain, whether they /or their connected persons * are landlords while adjudicating landlord & tenant disputes. (This is quite apart from whether they are dependent only, or mainly, on landlords for their livelihoods as stated in para 1 of our 24.1.2013 FoI request.

*relatives of the member or companies or trusts (domestic or offshore) in which they have a beneficial member”
g) Members are not required to sign an annual declaration as to whether they or their connected persons have a beneficial interest in one or more leasehold flats. Each member on appointment must declare any conflict of interest. They must also update their Panel conflicts of interests so that these can be taken into account when allocating them sittings. It is not always possible to identify all conflict of interests before the hearing date itself but if for any reason a member or a party to a case identifies a potential conflict the tribunal is then required to decide whether or not a conflict exists. The tribunal is then required to complete a form recording their decision as to whether a conflict exists and this is kept as part of a public register.

h) Please explain generally the basis of remuneration ie whether by the hour or by the day (or by the case) including whether attendance at hearings is paid at the same rate as reading files &/or in the case of legal members) as drafting decisions or PTR directions either “at home” or at 10 Alfred Place.
Please also explain generally the basis of expenses payments

Please then provide the combined (remuneration plus expenses payments) paid in the tax year 2011/12 (or if easier, the calendar year 2011) for each of the non-legal members on the anonymised list). 
Please also provide the same information for legal members (including the vice president and president.
h) Annex C sets out the fee paid to tribunal members and also the rules that apply to claims for fees and travel & subsistence. In July 2011, the Residential Property Tribunal Service transferred from the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) to the Ministry of Justice and it was at that point that fees and expenses started to be paid to fee paid members by the Ministry of Justice. It was not until the start of November that Vice President and President expenses began to be paid by the Ministry of Justice. Unfortunately we do not hold information as to the fees and expenses paid to members before 1 July and expenses paid to Vice Presidents and Presidents before the 31 October. You would need to contact the DCLG for this information. Annex D is an anonymised list of all the combined fees and expenses paid to LRAP tribunal members. Annex D also includes expenses paid to Vice Presidents and the President from the period 31 October 2011 to 31 March 2012. Please note that London Vice Presidents are currently paid £98,557 pro rata and the London President is paid £103,983 pro rata. The combined salaries and expenses for the Vice Presidents and the President have not been provided in Annex D as this would mean they would be identifiable as individuals from the list.
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