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Introduction 
 
This report has been developed as part of the consultation in late 2010 and early 
2011 by the Ministry of Justice on “Improvements to Ministry of Justice Statistics”. 
From the results of the consultation the majority of the respondents were supportive 
of the proposals as they pertain to this publication. The main points from the 
consultation that affect this publication are: 
 
 The introduction of the concept of “Formally Disposed Offending”. For ease of 

reference in this publication it is known as “Proven Offending”; 
 
 Publishing quarterly the latest year (12 months) data on a rolling basis; 
 
 The introduction of a technical document titled “Criminal Justice Statistics: 

Background, Definitions and Measurement”. This document provides users with 
detailed information on the concepts and methods used in compiling this bulletin, 
including the quality of the data. A copy of the technical document can be found 
at: www.justice.gov.uk/publications/statistics-and-data/criminal-justice/criminal-
annual.htm 

 
This bulletin presents key statistics on activity in the Criminal Justice System (CJS) 
for England and Wales. It provides information for the latest twelve months (to 
December 2010) with accompanying commentary, analysis and longer term trends. 
For each type of process a brief description of the function is included with an 
explanation of some of the main procedures involved.  
 
Where appropriate comparisons are made between sources covering activity in the 
CJS.  In particular, comparisons are made to numbers of crimes recorded by the 
police (often the starting point for crimes dealt with by other CJS agencies) rather 
than estimates from the British Crime Survey (BCS).  The BCS provides robust 
estimates of trends in crimes against the population resident in households, including 
those never reported to the police, but excludes other crimes such as those against 
businesses or so-called ‘victimless’ crime.  Therefore police recorded crime provides 
a more meaningful comparison for measures relating to the wider CJS.  Findings 
from the BCS and recorded crime are published together in statistical bulletins by the 
Home Office. 
 
 
The data provides users with information about proven offending and its outcomes in 
England and Wales. The contents of this bulletin will be of interest to government 
policy makers in the development of policy and their subsequent monitoring and 
evaluation. Others will be interested in the way different crimes are dealt with in the 
Criminal Justice System. 
 
Information about statistical revisions, forthcoming changes and the symbols and 
conventions used in the bulletin are given in the explanatory notes section. 
 
If you have any feedback, questions or requests for further information about 
this statistical bulletin, please direct them to the appropriate contact given at 
the end of this report. 
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Main findings  

Overview of the Criminal Justice System in 2010 
 
Table 1.1: The Criminal Justice System 2009 to 2010 

 
 
In 2010 there were 2.12 million individuals1 given an out of court disposal or 
proceeded against at court. This consisted of a 16 per cent fall in the use of out of 
court disposals from 549,000 to 463,000 and a two per cent fall in the number of 
defendants proceeded against at court. 
 

Out of Court Disposals 

There were 463,000 out of courts disposals administered in 2010, 16 per cent less 
than the 549,000 in 2009 and 31 per cent less than the peak of 669,000 in 2007. 
 
Out of court disposals fell in every offence group and by 16 per cent overall. This 
continues the decline since 2007 which followed the replacement in April 2008 of a 
target to increase offences brought to justice, with one placing more emphasis on 
bringing serious crime to justice. The latter target was subsequently removed in May 
2010. 
 

                                                 
1 Includes people and companies 
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Police cautions 
There were 243,000 cautions administered in 2010.  
 

 Sixteen per cent less than the 291,000 administered in 2009 and 33 per cent 
less than the 363,000 administered in 2007. 

 
 Fewer cautions were administered in every offence group in 2010 except 

robbery, which increased by two offenders from 205 to 207. 
 

 The decline in cautions was greatest for theft and handling stolen goods 
which fell 22 per cent.   

 
Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) 
 There were 141,000 PNDs issued in 2010. 

  
 This was 17 per cent less than the 170,000 issued in 2009 and 32 per cent 

less than the 208,000 issued in 2007 
  
 Thirteen thousand nine hundred of these were for drug offences an increase 

of 21 per cent compared with the 11,500 in 2009.  
 

 Eighty-six thousand seven hundred were for summary non-motoring offences, 
a 22 per cent decrease from the 111,000 issued in 2009. 

 
Cannabis warnings 
 Cannabis warnings were introduced in April 2004 and peaked at 105,000 in 2008.  
 
Note - figures for cannabis warnings appearing in this publication are provisional and 
may be revised following Home Office validation. Finalised National Statistics will be 
published by the Home Office in July 2011 by financial year.  
 
There were 79,100 cannabis warnings issued in 2010, ten per cent less than the 
88,300 in 2009 and 25 per cent less than 2008. 
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Figure 1.1: Out of court disposals 2000 to 2010 
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 Caution Penalty Notice for Disorder Cannabis warnings  
 

Court proceedings 

Between 2009 and 2010 prosecutions decreased by two per cent overall but 
increased five per cent for indictable offences.  The decline in prosecutions at court 
was driven mainly by falls in summary motoring and summary non-motoring offences 
heard at the magistrates’ courts.  
 
In 2010, 1.65 million defendants were proceeded against in magistrates’ courts.  

 This is two per cent less than the 1.69 million defendants proceeded against 
in 2009 and 18 per cent less than the peak of 2.02 million in 2004. 

 The decrease in prosecutions compared to 2009 was caused by fewer 
proceedings for summary motoring offences and summary non-motoring 
offences.    

 Proceedings increased in every other offence group other than indictable 
motoring offences, most notably a 13 per cent increase in proceedings 
against defendants accused of sexual offences from 9,370 to 10,600 and ten 
per cent increase in proceedings for drug offences from 61,700 in 2009 to 
67,800 in 2010. 

In contrast with the decrease in prosecutions at magistrates’ courts between 2009 
and 2010, more defendants were tried at the Crown Court. In 2010 105,000 
defendants were tried: 

 ten per cent more than the 95,800 tried in 2009 and 40 per cent more 
than the 75,000 tried in 2005; 

  
 there were increases in each offence group except fraud and forgery and 

the percentage increases were highest for violence against the person, 
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Convictions  

In 2010 1.37 million offenders were convicted of a criminal offence. 

 This was three per cent less than the 1.41 million offenders convicted in 2009 
and 12 per cent less than the 1.55 million offenders convicted in 2004.  

 As seen for court proceedings, the largest percentage increases in 
convictions were for drug offences which increased nine per cent from 56,800 
to 62,000 and sexual offences which increased 13 per cent from 5,110 to 
5,780.  

The conviction ratio2 fell in 2010 compared to 2009 following year-on-year increases 
since 2001.  

In 2010 83 per cent of defendants proceeded against were convicted. 

 A decrease of just under 0.5 percentage points compared to 2009 and an 
increase of nine percentage points compared to 2001. 

 The conviction ratio varied from 55 per cent for sexual offences to 91 per cent 
for drug offences. 

There was a seven per cent increase in convictions for indictable offences between 
2009 and 2010, mainly due to changes in the following offences: 
 

 convictions for ‘theft from shops and stalls’ (shoplifting) increased by nine per 
cent from 72,900 to 79,200. This increase coincided with a decrease in the 
same period for out of court disposals for this offence; 

 
 convictions for ‘possession of cannabis’ increased by 17 per cent from 21,500 

to 25,200. This increase coincided with a decrease in the same period for 
cannabis warnings and cautions for this offence. 

 

                                                 
2 Offenders convicted as a percentage of defendants proceeded against.  
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Figure 1.3: Percentage change in convictions by offence type and offence 
group, 2009 - 2010 
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Sentencing 

Trends in offenders sentenced mirror those observed in convictions.  In 2010 there 
were 1.37 million offenders sentenced at all courts, three per cent less than 2009, 
and 12 per cent down on the 2004 peak. 
 
Table 1.2: Offenders sentenced by principal sentence, 2009-2010 and 
percentage change 

Percentage 
change

2009 2010
Total offenders sentenced 1,406,905 1,365,347 -3.0
Total persons sentenced 1,398,278 1,357,600 -2.9

Immediate custody 100,231 101,513 1.3
Suspended sentence 45,157 48,118 6.6
Community sentence 195,903 189,321 -3.4
Fines 946,146 893,931 -5.5
Other disposals 119,468 132,464 10.9
Average custodial sentence length(months)(1) 13.7 13.7

Percentage of those sentenced(2)

Percentage 
point 

change
Immediate custody (persons) 7.2% 7.5% 0.3
Suspended sentence (persons) 3.2% 3.5% 0.3
Community sentence (persons) 14.0% 13.9% -0.1
Fines (all offenders) 67.3% 65.5% -1.8
Other disposals (all offenders) 8.5% 9.7% 1.2

(1) ACSL excludes life/indeterminate sentences
(2) May not sum to 100% as some rates are calculated on an all offenders basis and some on a persons basis  
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Fines are the most common sentence passed at court. 
 

 In 2010, 65 per cent of all offenders were given a fine, a decline of two 
percentage points on 2009. The decrease in the fine rate is attributable to the 
decrease in the use of fines for summary offences, the type of offence for 
which fines are most commonly used. 

 
 The latest information available (2009/10) show that the payment rate for 

financial penalties imposed at court was 86 per cent, an increase of one 
percentage point on the previous year. 

 
In 2010, 17 per cent of offenders were given a sentence to serve in the community 
either as a Community Sentence (just under 14 per cent) or a Suspended Sentence 
Order (just over 3.5 per cent). The proportions have remained fairly constant since 
2007.  
 

 There were one and half per cent less offenders given a sentence to serve in 
the community in 2010 compared with 2009. This decrease is consistent with 
the decrease in offenders starting a court order supervised by the probation 
service which decreased by just under two per cent. 

 
 The community sentence rate in 2010 ranged from 42 per cent for criminal 

damage (45 per cent in 2009) to three per cent for summary motoring 
offences (four per cent in 2009). 

 
 The suspended sentence rate in 2010 ranged from 26 per cent for indictable 

motoring offences (24 per cent in 2009) to less than one per cent for 
summary motoring offences, unchanged compared to 2009. 

 
Custodial sentences are given for the most serious breaches of the criminal law. In 
2010, seven per cent of offenders received a custodial sentence, the same as 2009. 
 
In 2010, 101,500 offenders were given a custodial sentence, just over one per cent 
more than in 2009, but nine per cent lower than the 2002 peak. 
 

 The sentence given depends on the nature of the offence and custody is far 
more common for indictable offences than summary offences. In 2010 the 
custody rate3  was 24 per cent for all indictable offences, one percentage 
point down from 2009, and two per cent for summary offences, unchanged 
compared with 2009.  

 
 The custody rate varies across indictable offence groups and was highest for 

robbery (58 per cent) and sexual offences (57 per cent) and lowest for 
criminal damage (14 per cent) and theft and handling stolen goods (18 per 
cent). 
 

Overall, the average custodial sentence lengths have remained the same in 2010 
compared with 2009 following a general pattern of longer sentences from 2000. In 
2010 the average custodial sentence length given was 13.7 months, increasing from 
11.4 months in 2000.  
 

                                                 
3 Offenders given a custodial sentence as a percentage of all sentences 
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 In 2010 eleven per cent more offenders received a custodial sentence of less 
than three months for indictable offences compared with 2009. This group 
accounted for nearly one third of all custodial sentences.  

 
 Three quarters of the increase in custodial sentences of less than three 

months was due to persons sentenced for offences of theft and handling 
stolen goods, from 13,400 in 2009 to 15,300 in 2010. For all offences 38 per 
cent of custodial sentences passed in 2010 were for three months or less, two 
percentage points more than 2009.  

  
 Average sentence length varies across indictable offence group from 48.7 

months for sexual offences to 4.1 months for theft and handling stolen goods. 
  
 There were 1,400 indeterminate sentences handed down in 2010, the same 

as in 2009. Within this group the number of life sentences fell from 420 in 
2009 to 384 in 2010, the lowest figure in the last decade. Of the 384 life 
sentences in 2010, 344 were for murder, 28 fewer than in 2009.  

Offending Histories 

There were 231,000 new entrants to the criminal justice system in 2010, a fall of 12 
per cent compared to 2009. 
 
Twenty-six per cent of all offences that resulted in a caution4 or conviction in 2010 
were committed by people with no previous proven offences. This is down slightly 
from 28 per cent in 2009 and reflects the fall in the use of cautions. This continues 
the fall in the proportion of offences committed by people with no previous proven 
offences since the peak in the use of cautions in 2007. 
 
Fifty-four per cent of offenders receiving a caution for an indictable offence in 2010 
had no previous proven offences, whilst three per cent had 15 or more cautions or 
convictions. 
 
Ten per cent of offenders convicted for an indictable offence in 2010 had no previous 
proven offences, whilst 29 per cent had 15 or more previous cautions or convictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
4 Including reprimands and warnings for juveniles 
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Figure 1.4.  First offences and further offences in 2010 
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Offences 
This section differs from the previous section in that it considers the total number of 
notifiable5 offences rather than the offender. 
 
Table 1.4: Recorded crime6 / notifiable offences, 2009 to 2010 

 
 
Much of the activity in the criminal justice system starts with the police, when a crime 
is reported, investigated and detected. The Home Office report on the police activity 
and the crimes they deal with. In the year ending December 2010, recorded crime 
decreased by six per cent from 4.45 million to 4.16 million. There were decreases in 
all police recorded crime offence groups (notifiable offences) except sexual offences 
and other theft offences (which increased by three per cent and one per cent 
respectively). The largest percentage falls were for criminal damage (down 17 per 
cent) and offences against vehicles (down 12 per cent). 
 
Over the same period, for the equivalent notifiable offences, the use of out of court 
disposals decreased by 16 per cent; penalty notices for disorder (PND) down 18 per 
cent, cautions down 17 per cent and cannabis warnings down 10 per cent. 
 
Between 2009 and 2010 prosecutions for notifiable offences increased by three per 
cent and convictions increased by one per cent. However, these changes are not 
consistent across offence group. 
 
The greatest percentage increases in prosecutions were for the offence groups: 
 

 sexual offences, increasing 17 per cent from 26,900 to 31,300; 
  

 drug offences, increasing 11 per cent from 100,000 to 112,000. 
 
The greatest percentage decreases in prosecutions were for the offence groups: 

                                                 
5 Notifiable offences include all offences that could possibly be tried by jury (i.e. indictable and triable-
either-way offences) plus a few additional closely related summary offences, such as assault without 
injury.  Offence groups in notifiable offence tables in this section therefore differ from groups shown in 
other sections which may be restricted to indictable offences only. 
6 www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/crime-
research/hosb0611/ 
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 criminal damage, decreasing three per cent from 82,600 to 80,300; 
  
 robbery, decreasing two per cent from 19,700 to 19,300. 

 
The greatest percentage changes for convictions were also for these offence groups 
and were as follows: 
 

 sexual offences, increasing seven per cent from 15,500 to 16,600; 
  
 drug offences, increasing eight per cent from 89,800 to 97,400; 

 
 criminal damage, decreasing 4 per cent from 66,000 to 63,200; and 

 
 robbery, decreasing seven per cent from 12,900 to 11,900. 

 
 
Table 1.5: Changes in recorded crime / notifiable offences, 2009 to 2010, by 
offence group 

 
 

Care should be taken when comparing police recorded crime against outcomes in 
the criminal justice system, as the reporting of a crime and the final outcome e.g. a 
conviction, may not occur in the same year. 
 
 

 13



Figure 1.2: Flows through the Criminal Justice System 2010   
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Crime in England and Wales [Table 1.6]  
Police recorded crime statistics are administrative data based on crimes that are 
reported to and recorded by the police in England and Wales, it does not cover 
crimes not reported to the police e.g. Television Licence Evasion. For more detail 
see: User Guide to Home Office to Crime Statistics 
 
In 2010 there were 4.16 million crimes recorded by the police (notifiable offences).  
 
 This was a decrease of six per cent compared with the 4.45 million in 2009 and a 

decrease of 31 per cent compared with the 6.00 million in 2003. 
 
 Compared with 2009, crimes decreased in every offence group except sexual 

offences, which increased three per cent from 53,100 to 54,600. The largest 
decrease was for criminal damage which decreased 17 per cent from 858,000 to 
715,000.   

  
 Eighty-six percent of these crimes were in the offence groups: violence against 

the person, criminal damage, burglary and theft and handling stolen goods.  
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Out of Court Disposals [Tables 2.1 – 2.5] 
Out of Court Disposals aim to deal with low risk, low-level and mostly first-time 
offenders outside of the court system in appropriate circumstances. Out of Court 
Disposals are not suitable for contested or more serious cases. They would not 
normally be considered for those who offend repeatedly (subject to relevant 
guidance). Out of court disposals can include cannabis warnings, Penalty Notices for 
Disorder and cautions7 8.  
 

Cannabis warnings  
In January 2009, cannabis was moved from Class C back to Class B within the 
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. For a first time offence of cannabis possession an adult is 
still issued with a ’cannabis warning’ which is recorded, but is not the same as a 
criminal record or a caution. 
 
In 2010 there were 79,100 warnings for cannabis possession, a decrease of ten per 
cent compared with 88,300 in 2009. 
 

Penalty Notices for Disorder 
Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) are more commonly known as ‘on the spot 
fines’. PNDs are a fixed penalty of £50 or £80 designed to tackle low-level, anti-social 
and nuisance offending for offenders aged 16 or over and are issued for a range of 
minor offences.  
 
There were 141,000 PNDs issued in 2010, a decrease of 17 per cent compared with 
2009.  
 

 There were fewer PNDs issued in 37 of the 43 police forces in England and 
Wales compared with 2009. 

  
 A decrease of 32 per cent compared with the 208,000 issued at the peak in 

2007.  
 
 

                                                 
7 Cautions, written warnings and all fixed penalties for summary motoring offences are not covered in 
this volume but are published in the Home Office Statistical Bulletin 'Motoring offences and breath tests'.
          
8 Including reprimands and warnings for juveniles.  
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Figure 2.1: Penalty Notices for Disorder issued, 2005 – 2010 
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Four offences accounted for 88 per cent of all PNDs issued in 2010: 
 
 twenty-nine per cent (40,200) were for ‘retail theft of goods under the value of 

£200’; 
 
 twenty-six per cent (37,100) were for being ‘drunk and disorderly’; 
 
 twenty-three per cent (32,300) were for ‘behaviour likely to cause harassment, 

alarm or distress’; and 
 
 ten per cent (13,900) were for ‘possession of cannabis’. 
 
The change in the use of PNDs is different across these offences.  
 
 ‘Behaviour likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress’ has decreased year-on-

year from 82,200 in 2006 when it was the most frequently issued PND; 
 
 ‘Drunk and disorderly’ has remained relatively stable with 100 more PNDs issued 

in 2010 than in 2005; 
 
 ‘Retail theft of goods under the value of £200’ increased every year up to 2009 

and decreased for the first time in 2010 to 40,200; 
 
 ‘Possession of cannabis’ has increased by 2,430 (21 per cent) from its 

introduction in 2009, at the same time the use of cannabis warnings decreased 
by 9,240.  
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Caution 

A caution can be given when there is sufficient evidence for a conviction and it is not 
considered to be in the public interest to institute criminal proceedings. Additionally, 
the offender must admit guilt and consent to a caution in order for one to be given. A 
formal caution may be given by, or on the instructions of, a senior police officer. A 
system of reprimands and warnings replaced cautioning for juveniles in June 2000.  
 
There were 16 per cent less cautions issued in 2010 compared with 2009, continuing 
a downward trend in the use of cautions from a peak in 2007.  Compared with 2009 
there were decreases in cautions given for every offence group other than robbery 
which increased by two offenders from 205 to 207.   
 
In 2010 there were 243,000 offenders cautioned, including juveniles, given a 
reprimand or warning.   
 

 A 16 per cent fall in offenders cautioned for indictable offences to 133,500 
in 2010, the fewest since 124,000 offenders were cautioned in 1984. 

 
 A 17 per cent decrease for offenders cautioned for summary offences to 

109,300 in 2010. 
 

 The largest decreases compared with 2009 were in cautions administered 
for the indictable offences violence against the person, burglary, theft and 
handling and criminal damage each of which decreased by 20 per cent or 
more.  

 
 Thirty-three percent less than the peak of 363,000 cautions issued in 

2007. The decline since 2007 coincides with the removal in April 2008 of a 
target to increase offences brought to justice, with one placing more 
emphasis on bringing serious crime to justice. 

 
Within indictable offences the cautioning rate9 is normally highest for drug offences, 
criminal damage and violence against the person and lowest for robbery. In 2010 the 
cautioning rates for these offences were: 
 

 forty percent for drug offences; 
  
 thirty-nine per cent for criminal damage; 

 
 thirty-three per cent for violence against the person; and 

 
 two per cent for robbery. 

 

                                                 
9 The proportion of offenders either cautioned or convicted that are given a caution 
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Figure 2.2: Offenders cautioned by offence type, 2000–2010 
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Court proceedings [Tables 3.1 – 3.6] 
 
If there is sufficient evidence against the defendant and none of the out of court 
disposals are appropriate, the police will formally charge the suspect. The law then 
requires the defendant to be brought before a magistrates’ court as soon as possible. 
The defendant can be summoned to appear in court or remanded on bail or custody. 
 

Magistrates’ courts 
All criminal court cases start in a magistrates’ court and the less serious offences will 
be handled entirely within this court.  
 
The workload in magistrates’ courts in terms of the number of proceedings initiated 
has been decreasing from a peak in 2004.  In recent years this has stabilised and the 
number of defendants proceeded against in 2010 was similar to the volume in 2008.  
 
There were 1.65 million defendants proceeded against at magistrates' courts in 2010: 
 

 two per cent less than the 1.69 million in 2009; 
  
 eighteen per cent less than the peak of 2.02 million in 2004.  

 
These falls have largely been driven by decreases in defendants proceeded against 
for summary offences which fell by 23 per cent from 1.57 million to 1.22 million 
between 2004 and 2010. In comparison the proceedings for indictable offences fell 
over the same period by three per cent from 453,000 to 438,000.  
 
Summary proceedings, which cover offences such as TV license evasion and 
common assault, can be dealt with entirely within the magistrates’ courts and make 
up around three quarters of cases. Just over half of these cases relate to summary 
motoring proceedings which include offences such as speeding, driving while 
disqualified and drunk driving. 
 
In 2010 there were 1.22 million proceedings at the magistrates’ courts for summary 
offences. This was 74 per cent of the 1.65 million total proceedings and was split 
equally between summary motoring offences and summary non-motoring offences.  
 
Proceedings for summary offences have decreased from a peak in 2004 whereas 
proceedings for indictable offences have remained relatively stable over the same 
period.   
 

 Five per cent less defendants were proceeded against for summary offences 
in 2010 than in 2009 and 23 per cent less than the peak of 1.57 million in 
2004. 

  
 Five per cent more defendants were proceeded against for indictable 

offences in 2010 than in 2009 and three per cent less than the 453,000 in 
2004.  
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Figure 3.1: Defendants proceeded against at magistrates' courts by type of 
offence, 2005–2010 
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Crown Court 
The Crown Court deals with around five per cent of youth and adult criminal cases 
that progress beyond the magistrates’ courts. Over 95 per cent of cases heard at the 
Crown Court are for indictable offences. It is formally a single court and sits in 
multiple locations across England and Wales. 
 
The number of defendants tried at the Crown Court has been increasing and in 2010 
105,000 defendants were tried.  This is: 
  

 ten per cent more than the 95,800 tried in 2009; 
  
 forty per cent more than the 75,000 tried in 2005. 

 
There were increases in trials from 2009 to 2010 for every indictable offence group 
except fraud and forgery and robbery and large increases for violence against the 
person, sexual offences, burglary, theft and handling and drug offences.   
 
For 2010 compared with 2009 trials for: 
 

 robbery remained at 7,200;  
 
 fraud and forgery remained at 7,700; 
  
 violence against the person increased nine per cent from 23,900 to 26,100; 

 
 sexual offences increased 11 per cent from 6,200 to 6,900; 

 
 burglary increased 12 per cent from 8,300 to 9,300; 

 
 theft and handling increased 14 per cent from 8,500 to 9,700; and 
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 drug offences increased 11 per cent from 12,300 to 13,700.  
 

Remands [Tables 3.1 – 3.4]  
Police remands are the decisions made by a police officer on whether to detain or 
bail a defendant pending their first appearance in court or send a notice summoning 
them to appear in court. Court remands are the court’s decision on whether a 
defendant charged with a criminal offence should be held in custody or released on 
bail during the period up to and including the trial, or while awaiting sentence.  

Defendants are more likely to be remanded in custody for indictable offences than 
summary offences.  As a result the proportion of defendants remanded in custody at 
the Crown Court is higher than at magistrates’ courts.  

Police remands [Table 3.1] 

In 2010, there were 1.73 million10 defendants directed to appear at magistrates’ 
courts, a decrease of three per cent compared with 2009. Of these, 33 per cent were 
granted bail by the police, 11 per cent were remanded in custody, and the remaining 
56 per cent were directed to appear via summonses.  
 
The proportion of defendants remanded in custody varies by offence type and for 
indictable offences has increased every year since 2007. In 2010 the proportions 
remanded in custody were: 

 twenty-eight per cent (136,000), for indictable offences, one percentage 
point more than 2009 and 12 percentage points more than the 16 per cent 
in 2007; 

 
 eight per cent (48,400) for summary non-motoring offences, one 

percentage point more than 2009; and; 
 

 one per cent (9,230) for summary motoring offences, one percentage 
point lower than 2009.  

 

Magistrates’ courts [Table 3.2] 

In 2010, 1.7311 million defendants were proceeded against at magistrates’ courts. Of 
these it was estimated that: 
 

 thirty-four per cent were granted bail; 
 

 three per cent were remanded in custody; and the remaining 
 

 sixty-three per cent had their case concluded at the magistrates’ courts 
without being remanded.  

 
The proportion of defendants remanded into custody at magistrates’ courts has 
remained broadly consistent and in 2010 was only one percentage point lower than 
2000 across offence types.  
 

                                                 
10 Including those who failed to appear 
11 Includes those who failed to appear.  
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The proportion of defendants remanded in custody by magistrates’ by offence type in 
2010 were: 

 ten per cent (49,800) for indictable cases;  
  
 one per cent (9,300) for summary non-motoring offences;  
  
 less than 0.5 per cent (1,260) for summary motoring offences. 

Outcomes of cases dealt with by magistrates’ courts 

Of the 1.06 million defendants not remanded by magistrates in 2010: 

 two per cent (25,200) were given a custodial sentence; 

 three per cent (28,800) were committed to the Crown Court for sentence or 
trial; 

 sixteen per cent (165,000) were acquitted or not proceeded against; 

 a further 79 per cent (838,000) were given a non-custodial sentence.  
 
Of the 538,000 defendants remanded on bail: 

 three per cent (15,200) were given a custodial sentence; 

 twelve per cent (66,500) were committed to the Crown Court for sentence or 
trial; 

 seventeen per cent (90,300) were acquitted or not proceeded against; 

 a further 68 per cent (365,00) were given a non-custodial sentence. 

 
Of the 58,300 defendants remanded in custody 

 fifteen per cent (8,510) were given a custodial sentence; 

 twelve per cent (7,210) were acquitted or not proceeded against; 

 fifty-three per cent (31,100) were committed to the Crown Court for sentence 
or trial; 

 a further 17 per cent (10,900) were given a non-custodial sentence.  
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Figure 3.2: Proportion of all defendants proceeded against at magistrates’ 
courts by type of court remand and outcome of proceedings, 2010 (e) 
 

Not remanded by magistrates Bailed by magistrates Remanded in custody by magistrates

(e) Data for 2010 are estimated.

Acquitted or not proceeded etc. Immediate custody Fine

Other sentence Committed for sentence

16%

2%

71%

8%
2%

17%

3%

26%41%

2%

11%

Committed for trial

12%

15%

4%

15%

10%

44%

Not remanded by magistrates Bailed by magistrates Remanded in custody by magistrates

(e) Data for 2010 are estimated.

Acquitted or not proceeded etc. Immediate custody Fine

Other sentence Committed for sentence

Acquitted or not proceeded etc.Acquitted or not proceeded etc. Immediate custodyImmediate custody FineFine

Other sentenceOther sentence Committed for sentence

16%

2%

71%

8%
2%

17%

3%

26%41%

2%

11%

Committed for trialCommitted for trial

12%

15%

4%

15%

10%

44%

 
 

Committals  

More serious (indictable) offences are sent by magistrates’ courts to the Crown Court 
for either trial or sentence.  
 

 While defendants committed for trial at the Crown Court increased from 
79,500 in 2006 to 106,000 in 2010, over the same period the proportion 
remanded in custody fell three percentage points from 31 per cent to 28 per 
cent.   

 
 The highest proportion of defendants committed for trial and remanded in 

custody were for the offences of burglary (52 per cent), robbery (51 per cent) 
and criminal damage (39 per cent). These proportions are almost unchanged 
compared with 2009.  

 

Crown court remands [Table 3.3] 

The proportion of defendants tried at the Crown Court for indictable offences who 
were remanded on bail has increased each year from 47 per cent in 2006 to 54 
per cent in 2010 whereas the proportion remanded in custody fell from 37 per 
cent to 34 per cent over the same period. 

 

Outcomes of cases dealt with at the Crown Court  

Of the 42,900 defendants remanded in custody by the Crown Court in 2010: 

 seventy-three per cent (31,500) were given a custodial sentence; 

 eleven per cent (47,000) were acquitted or not proceeded against. 
 
Of the 83,600 defendants remanded on bail by the Crown Court in 2010: 

 twenty-five per cent (21,100) were given a custodial sentence; 
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 twenty-one per cent (17,600) were acquitted or not proceeded against. 

Ethnicity [Table 3.4, 4.12 & 4.13] 

Data on the ethnicity of defendants is currently available for indictable offences only. 
It is collected using the officer observed appearance 4+1 system.  
 
In 2010 the proportion of defendants tried at the Crown Court for indictable offences 
that were held on remand was 33 per cent for white defendants, 45 per cent for black 
defendants and 33 per cent for Asian defendants.  

 

Failure to appear 

Each year a proportion of defendants fail to appear in court having been summoned 
to appear or granted bail. 
 

 In 2010 just under 81,000 defendants failed to appear to bail or summons at 
magistrates’ courts, five per cent of those directed to appear. This compares 
with 91,000 in 2009 and 113,000 in 2008, where the proportion failing to 
appear was five per cent and six per cent respectively. (Table 4.6).  

 
Approximately 2,600 defendants on bail failed to appear at the Crown Court.  
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England and Wales Defendants (thousands)

Offence group(3) and remand status
Total White Black Asian Other Not recorded

Defendants (thousands)
Violence against the person 30.0 22.4 2.9 1.9 0.8 2.0
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 21.2 16.2 1.7 1.4 0.5 1.4
   Remanded in custody(4) 8.8 6.2 1.1 0.5 0.3 0.7

Sexual offences 7.4 5.3 0.7 0.6 0.2 0.6
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 5.1 3.8 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.4
   Remanded in custody(4) 2.3 1.5 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2

Burglary 12.3 10.0 0.9 0.4 0.3 0.8
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 4.9 4.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3
   Remanded in custody(4) 7.4 5.9 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.5

Robbery 7.5 4.5 1.5 0.6 0.3 0.7
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 3.4 1.9 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.3
   Remanded in custody(4) 4.2 2.5 0.9 0.3 0.2 0.3

Theft and handling stolen goods 13.5 10.0 1.2 0.8 0.4 1.1
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 9.7 7.2 0.9 0.6 0.3 0.8
   Remanded in custody(4) 3.9 2.9 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.3

Fraud and forgery 9.0 3.7 1.6 0.9 0.6 2.2
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 6.3 2.9 0.8 0.6 0.3 1.8
   Remanded in custody(4) 2.7 0.8 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.4

Criminal damage 2.4 1.9 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 1.5 1.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1
   Remanded in custody(4) 0.9 0.8 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1

Drug offences 16.6 10.5 2.3 1.6 0.8 1.3
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 11.0 7.8 1.3 0.9 0.3 0.7
   Remanded in custody(4) 5.6 2.7 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.6

Other indictable offences 18.7 13.0 1.5 1.4 0.6 2.1
   Not remanded 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2
   Bailed 13.4 9.6 0.9 1.0 0.4 1.5
   Remanded in custody(4) 5.1 3.4 0.7 0.4 0.2 0.5

Indictable motoring offences 2.4 1.7 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2
   Not remanded 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
   Bailed 1.9 1.4 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.2
   Remanded in custody(4) 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

Total indictable offences 119.9 83.0 12.9 8.5 4.2 11.3
   Total not remanded 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2
   Total bailed 78.3 55.9 7.1 5.7 2.3 7.4
   Total remanded in custody(4) 41.2 27.0 5.8 2.8 1.9 3.7

(1) Includes those who failed to appear.
(2) Third party observed (4+1) ethnicity data.
(3) Includes indictable offence groups only. In 2010, these accounted for 94 per cent of all cases tried at the Crown Court.
(4) Includes those remanded for part of the time in custody and part on bail.
Note: Some figures may not sum due to rounding.

Table 3.4 - Defendants(1) tried at the Crown Court by ethnicity(2), remand status and offence group, 
2010

Ethnicity
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Offenders found guilty [Tables 4.1 – 4.3] 
 
A conviction is where a person or a company is found guilty of a criminal offence at 
either magistrates’ courts or the Crown Court. 
 
In 2010 there were 1.37 million offenders found guilty for all offences, a decrease of 
three per cent from 2009. Compared to 2009 there was: 
 

 an increase of seven per cent in offenders found guilty for indictable offences 
(351,000 in 2010); 

 
 a decrease of four per cent in offenders found guilty of summary non-

motoring offences (493,000 in 2010); 
 

 a decrease of seven per cent in offenders found guilty of summary motoring 
offences (523,000 in 2010). 

 
Convictions for indictable offences accounted for 26 per cent of the total offenders 
found guilty in 2010, the highest this proportion since 2000. Summary non-motoring 
offences accounted for 36 per cent, and summary motoring offences for 38 per cent. 
 
 
Figure 4.1: Offenders found guilty by offence type, 2000 - 2010 
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Convictions by offence group 
The seven per cent increase in convictions for indictable offences between 2009 and 
2010 was mainly due to changes in the following offences: 
 

 convictions for ‘theft from shops and stalls’ (shoplifting) increased by nine per 
cent from 72,900 to 79,200. This increase coincided with a decrease in the 
same period for out of court disposals for this offence; 

 
 convictions for ‘possession of cannabis’ increased by 17 per cent from 21,500 

to 25,200. This increase coincided with a decrease in the same period for 
cannabis warnings and cautions for this offence. 

 
Figure 4.2: Percentage change in convictions by offence type and offence 
group, 2009 - 2010 
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Conviction demographics 
A total of 1.02 million males were found guilty in 2010, 77 per cent of all persons 
convicted, compared with 305,000 females found guilty, 23 per cent of all persons12. 
The proportion of persons found guilty who were female increased from 18 per cent 
in 2000 to 23 per cent in 2010. This has been due to a 19 per cent increase in 
females found guilty during this period, from 256,000 to 305,000.  In comparison, 
males found guilty fell from 1.16 million to 1.02 million, a decrease of 12 per cent. 
 
A total of 73,900 juveniles (persons aged 10 to 17) were found guilty in 2010, a 
decrease of nine per cent from 2009. Since 2000, convictions for juveniles peaked at 
97,400 in 2007, followed by year on year decreases to 2010. In comparison, 1.29 
million adults were found guilty in 2010, a fall of two per cent. Since 2000, convictions 
for adults peaked at 1.44 million in 2004, followed by year-on-year decreases until 
2008, with a slight rise in 2009. 
 

 
12 These figures are based on known ‘males’ and ‘females’. Following the introduction of the Libra case management 
system during 2008, offenders at magistrates’ courts can now be recorded as sex ‘Not stated’. These figures have 
been excluded. 

 39



In 2010 there were 350,000 persons found guilty of an indictable offence, of which 90 
per cent had their ethnicity recorded.   

Conviction ratio 
The conviction ratio is defined as the proportion of defendants proceeded against 
who were found guilty. In 2010, the conviction ratio for all offences was 83 per cent, 
the same level it has been in the previous two years. In comparison with 2000, the 
conviction ratio has risen by eight percentage points. Compared to 2009 there was: 
 

 an increase of one percentage point in the conviction ratio for indictable 
offences (80 per cent in 2010). 

 
 a decrease of two percentage points in the conviction ratio for summary non-

motoring offences (81 per cent in 2010). 
 

 no change in the conviction ratio for summary motoring offences (86 per cent 
in 2010). 

 
Figure 4.3: Conviction ratio by indictable offence group, 2000, 2008, 2009 and 
2010 
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Seven of the ten indictable offence group conviction ratios in 2010 have increased, 
with one remaining the same and two decreasing in comparison with 2009. All of the 
indictable offence groups conviction ratios in 2010 have increased in comparison with 
2000. The largest increase was for ‘violence against the person’, which increased 
from 47 per cent to 67 per cent. This increase is reflected in the conviction ratio 
increase for ‘assaults occasioning actual bodily harm’ which increased by 22 
percentage points, from 46 per cent in 2000 to 68 per cent in 2010. 
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Sentencing [Tables 5.1 – 5.8] 
 
When someone is convicted of a crime, they will be given a sentence by a court 
which reflects the seriousness of the offence or offences committed by the offender. 
Sentences are generally time spent in prison, a community sentence, a fine or 
discharge.    
 
In 2010 there were 1,365,30013 offenders sentenced following a criminal conviction, 
a decrease of three per cent from 2009.  Compared to 2009 there was: 

                                                

 
 a decrease of six per cent in offenders sentenced for summary offences 

(1,017,100 in 2010) but an increase of six per cent for offenders sentenced for 
indictable offences (to 348,200 in 2010). 

 
 a decrease of four per cent in offenders sentenced at magistrates’ courts (to 

1,263,400 in 2010) but an increase of eight per cent in offenders sentenced at 
the Crown Court (102,000 in 2010).  This continues the trend seen over the last 
few years of increasing numbers of offenders being sentenced at the Crown 
Court. 

 

Sentence outcomes for all offences  

Custodial sentences 

In 2010 there were 101,500 persons sentenced to immediate custody, an increase of   
one per cent compared to 2009 but a four per cent decrease since 2000.  The 
custody rate has changed over the past decade with between 6.7 and 7.9 per cent of 
all persons sentenced receiving an immediate custodial sentence. 
 
Of the 101,500 persons sentenced to immediate custody in 2010: 
 

 The average custodial sentence length (ASCL14) remained the same as 2009 
at 13.7 months.  The number of custodial sentences given for three months 
and under increased by six per cent from 2009 to 38,300, sentences of three 
to twelve months fell by four per cent to 30,300 and sentences for over twelve 
months increased by two per cent to 32,900. 

  
 There were 1,400 indeterminate sentences handed down in 2010, this was 

the same as in 2009 and a rise of 250 per cent on 2000. The rise since 2000 
is mainly attributable to the introduction of Indeterminate sentences of 
imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP) in 2005, the use of these sentences 
rose from 430 in 2005 to 1,700 in 2007 but have since fallen to 1,000 in 2010. 
This reduction is likely to be due to the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 
2008 which allows courts greater discretion in imposing an IPP and is 
intended to ensure that IPPs are only imposed on the most dangerous 
offenders.  

 
 The number of life sentences fell from 420 in 2009 to 384 in 2010 which is the 

lowest figure in the last decade. Of the 384 life sentences in 2010, 344 were 
for murder, this is 28 fewer than in 2009 and 87 fewer than in 2008 but still an 

 
13 Includes 7,750 organisations such as companies and public bodies. 
14 ACSL excludes life/indeterminate sentences 
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increase from 238 in 2000. The use of life sentences has changed in the past 
decade particularly since the introduction of IPP’s in 2005. For example in 
2000, 71 offenders were given a life sentence for the offence of Malicious 
Wounding with intent. However, by 2010 just six offenders were given a life 
sentence for this offence but a further 223 had been given an IPP. 

 
 48,900 custodial sentences were imposed at magistrates’ courts and 52,600 

were at the Crown Court, an increase of one and two percent respectively 
compared to 2009.  At the magistrates’ courts the ASCL fell by 0.1 months 
from 2009 to 2.5 months whilst at the Crown Court the ASCL remained stable 
at 24.3 months.   

 
 For those sentenced for indictable offences the custody rate was 23.9 per 

cent (down from 24.6 per cent in 2009) and the ACSL was 16.2 months - 
down from 16.5 months in 2009 but up from 14.0 months in 2000. The higher 
custody rates and ACSL reflect the more serious nature of indictable 
offences.  

 

Suspended Sentence Orders 

In 2010 there were 48,100 Suspended Sentence Orders handed down, an increase 
of seven per cent from 2009.  Of these sentences: 
 

 26,200 persons received their sentence at the magistrates’ courts, an 
increase of three per cent on 2009. Similar to previous years this type of 
sentence was given to a low proportion of those sentenced (two per cent of 
persons in 2010 sentenced at magistrates’ courts). 

 
 21,900 suspended sentences were given at the Crown Court, an increase of 

11 per cent on 2009. Twenty-two per cent of people sentenced at the Crown 
Court were given a suspended sentence, this was up slightly from 21 per cent 
in 2009. 

Community sentences 

There were 189,300 community sentences handed down in 2010.  For adults 
Community Orders accounted for nearly all the community sentences given (99 per 
cent) while for juveniles the Referral Order was still the most common sentence 
(accounting for 54 per cent of all juvenile community sentences).  The new Youth 
Rehabilitation Order (YRO) accounted for a further 31 per cent of all juvenile 
community sentences.  Of the 189,300 community sentences handed down: 
 

 170,100 persons received their sentence at magistrates’ courts – this was a 
five per cent fall from 2009 (down 9,600 sentences) but an increase of 25 per 
cent on 2000 (up 34,200).  The community sentence rate (the proportion of all 
persons sentenced receiving a community sentence) has steadily risen over 
the past decade from 10.1 per cent in 2000 to 13.5 per cent in 2010.   

 
 19,200 persons received their sentence at the Crown Court.   This was a 19 

per cent increase from 2009 (up by 3,000 sentences) but a two per cent fall 
(down 400 sentences) from 2000. The community sentence rate at the Crown 
Court increased by two per cent from 2009 to 18.9 per cent but is still used far 
less as a sentence compared to the start of the decade (26.4 per cent in 
2000).   

 

 45



Fines 

Fines continue to be the most common sentence due to the large volumes issued at 
magistrates’ courts. In 2010 there were 894,000 fines handed down (99.7 per cent of 
these being issued at magistrates’ courts). Of the offenders receiving fines in 2010:    
 

 The majority (93 per cent) were issued for summary offences. 
  
 There were 60,200 fines issued for indictable offences.  The fine rate for 

indictable offences at all courts was 17.3 per cent which is a decrease from 
25.2 per cent in 2000. 

 
 Compared to 2009 the median fine issued remained the same at £175 whilst 

the mean amount rose by two per cent to £223. [Tables A5.44a, A5.44b]. 
 

Confiscation orders 

One thousand two hundred offenders sentenced for drug trafficking offences in 2010 
were also made subject to a confiscation order, this was similar to the volume 
imposed in 2009. From the orders made in 2010 £5.1 million of assets were ordered 
to be confiscated and the average order was made for £4,300. In the past five years 
the peak year for confiscated assets was 2008 when £20.5 million worth of assets 
were ordered to be confiscated. 

Other sentences [Table A5.4] 

Other sentences comprise absolute and conditional discharges and ‘otherwise dealt 
with’ sentences.  The latter category deals with a miscellaneous group containing: 
mental health disposals; ancillary orders (e.g. compensation or confiscation orders); 
and other procedural disposals. There were 132,500 other sentences handed down 
in 2010.  These comprised:    
 

 90,500 conditional discharges; an increase of eight per cent from 2009 but a 
fall of 14 per cent from 2000. 

 
 8,800 absolute discharges; this was a fall of one per cent from 2009 and a fall 

of 43 per cent from 2000.  
 

 33,100 offenders ‘otherwise dealt with’, an increase of 25 per cent from 2009 
and 33 per cent from 2000. 

 

Sentence outcomes by age band  
In 2010 there were 1.28 million adults (aged 18 and over) and 73,900 juveniles (aged 
10-17) sentenced.  This was a decrease of three per cent in adults sentenced from 
2009 and three per cent from 2000.  Juveniles have seen steeper declines with a fall 
of nine per cent from 2009 and 19 per cent from 2000.  Other key comparisons are: 
 

 The custody rate for adults was 7.6 per cent; this was up from 7.2 per cent in 
2009 and up from 7.5 per cent in 2000.  The custody rate for juveniles was 
5.7 per cent; this was a decrease from 6.1 per cent in 2009 and 8.1 per cent 
in 2000. 

 
 The community sentence rate for adults was 11.0 per cent in 2010; this was 

an increase from 10.6 per cent in 2009 and 9.0 per cent in 2000.  The 
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 The large increase in the community sentence rate for juveniles over the last 

decade has been offset by decreases in the fine rate (from 23.4 to 8.8 per 
cent) and the discharge rate (from 24.8 to 13.7 per cent). 

 

Figure 5.1: Sentence outcomes handed down by courts, 2010 
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Offenders sentenced by ethnicity  

Data on the ethnicity of offenders is currently held for offenders who have been 
convicted of an indictable offence. In 2010 there were 347,400 persons sentenced for 
indictable offences of which 314,000 (90 per cent) had their ethnicity recorded.  Of 
these persons: 

 Eighty-three per cent were white; ten per cent were black; and five per cent 
were Asian. The remaining two per cent were of ‘other’ ethnicity.  

 The immediate custody rate for indictable offences for all ethnicities was 24 
per cent. This varied between ethnicities with: White offenders having a 
custody rate of 23 per cent; Black offenders having a custody rate of 27 per 
cent; and Asian offenders having a custody rate of 29 per cent. These 
differences are likely to be a reflection of the different offences committed and 
different offender characteristics between ethnicities. For more information 
see the publication Race and the Criminal Justice System15.     

Persons sentenced for indictable offences  
 
In 2010 there were 347,400 persons sentenced for indictable offences, an increase 
of six per cent from 326,600 in 2009.  Of these persons: 
 

 Over half were sentenced for either theft and handling stolen goods (35 
per cent) or drug offences (18 per cent).    

 

                                                 
15 www.justice.gov.uk/publications/statistics-and-data/criminal-justice/race.htm 
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 Theft and handling stolen goods and drug offences accounted for over 
two thirds (70 per cent) of the increase in indictable offences since 2009. 
The largest increases for 2010 (compared to 2009) were seen for the 
number of persons sentenced for stealing from shops and stalls (up by 
6,200 to 78,870) and having possession of cannabis (up by 3,700 to 
25,000).  

 
 The largest proportionate increase was for those sentenced for sexual 

offences which increased by 13 per cent to 5,800 from 5,100 in 2009.  
Thirty per cent of this increase was accounted for by persons sentenced 
for the offence of sexual assault on a female (from 1,080 persons 
sentenced in 2009 to 1,290 in 2010). 

 
 The largest proportionate decrease was indictable motoring offences, 

down eight per cent to 3,175 which is mainly comprised of the offence 
Dangerous driving: - Aiding, abetting, causing or permitting reckless 
driving Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Road Traffic Act 1991 S.2. 

 
Figure 5.2: Percentage change in persons sentenced by indictable offence 
group, 2009 – 2010 
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Offences [Tables 6.1 – 6.4] 
This chapter differs from the others in the publication by counting on an all offence 
basis, as opposed to a principal offence basis. Courts and the police typically deal 
with defendants charged with more than one offence; for example, in 2010 each 
offender committed on average 1.4 offences.   
 
The ratio of proven offences per offender remained stable from 2000 to 2007 at 
between 1.6 and 1.7 and fell to 1.4 in 2010. In comparison with 2000, proven 
offences fell by 19 per cent to 1.92 million in 2010, whereas convicted offenders fell 
by four per cent to 1.37 million in 2010. In comparison with 2000, proven offences per 
offender: 
 

 fell from 2.0 to 1.7 in 2010, for indictable offences.   
 
 rose from 1.1 to 1.2 in 2010, for summary non-motoring offences; 

 
 fell from 2.0 to 1.4 in 2010, for summary motoring offences. 

 

Convictions (offences basis) 
In 2010 there were 1.92 million convictions on an all offences basis, a decrease of 
five per cent from 2009. From a peak of 2.66 million in 2004 there have been year-
on-year decreases, with an overall fall of 28 per cent when compared with 2010. 

Compared to 2009 there was: 
 

 an increase of three per cent in proven offences for indictable offences 
(595,000 in 2010). 

 
 a decrease of four per cent in proven offences for summary non-motoring 

offences (609,000 in 2010). 
 

 a decrease of 11 per cent in proven offences for summary motoring offences 
(716,000 in 2010). 

 

Indictable offences accounted for 31 per cent of convictions in 2010, a rise of two 
percentage points compared with 2009, and the highest proportion since 2000. In 
comparison, summary non-motoring offences accounted for 32 per cent of all 
convictions, unchanged in comparison with 2009, but a rise of 10 percentage points 
compared with 2000. Summary motoring offences accounted for 37 per cent of all 
offences in 2010, a fall of three per cent compared with 2009, and a fall of 13 per 
cent compared with 2000.   

Cautions (offences basis) 
In 2010 there were 265,000 cautions issued for offences, a decrease of 17 per cent 
from 2009. This decrease continues the downward trend observed from 2007 where 
cautions peaked at 397,000. Prior to this, there had been year on year rises from 
2002 to 2007. 
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Compared to 2009 there was: 
 

 a decrease of 16 per cent in cautions issued for indictable offences (145,000 
in 2010). 

 
 a decrease of 19 per cent in cautions issued for summary non-motoring 

offences (119,000 in 2010). 
 
Indictable offences accounted for 55 per cent of caution offences in 2010, a rise of 
one percentage point on 2009 but a fall of nine percentage points compared with 
2000. Summary non-motoring offences accounted for 45 per cent of caution offences 
in 2010, a fall of one percentage point on 2009, but a rise of nine percentage points 
compared with 2000. 
 

Offences Brought to Justice (notifiable offences) 
One measure of justice outcomes is Offences Brought to Justice (OBTJ). An offence 
is said to have been brought to justice when a ‘notifiable offence’16 results in an 
offender being convicted, cautioned, issued with a penalty notice for disorder or a 
cannabis warning, or having an offence taken into consideration at court.   

 
In 2010 there were 1.26 million OBTJs, a decrease of six per cent compared to 2009.  
Recorded crime totals for the same period also fell by six per cent. 
 
Offences brought to justice increased from 1.01 million in 2000 to a series high of 
1.46 million in 2007.  The total has been steadily falling since 2007 with an average 
decrease of five per cent each year. 

 
In 2010: 
 convictions accounted for 61 per cent of OBTJs (767,000), a rise of five 

percentage points on 2009;   
 
 cautions accounted for 20 per cent of OBTJs (251,000), a fall of three 

percentage points on 2009; 
 
 penalty notices for disorder accounted for seven per cent of OBTJs (91,900), a 

fall of one percentage point on 2009; 
 
 formal warnings for cannabis possession accounted for six per cent of OBTJs 

(79,100), a decrease of less than half of one percentage point from 2009. 
 
 offences taken into consideration accounted for six per cent of OBTJs (74,100), 

unchanged from 2009. 
 
In comparison with 2000, there has been a decrease in the proportion of OBTJs dealt 
with by a conviction from 68 per cent to 61 per cent.  This fall is accounted for by the 
introduction in this period of penalty notices for disorder and formal warnings for 
cannabis possession. 
 
 

                                                 
16 Notifiable offences are those offences which require the police to record an incident as a crime and 
report the occurrence to the Home Office. 
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OBTJs by offence group 

In 2010, the main offence groups which make up OBTJs were ‘violence against the 
person’ (29  per cent), ‘theft and handling stolen goods (25 per cent) and ‘drug 
offences’ (18 per cent).  Of these offences, ‘violence against the person’ continued to 
make up the largest share of OBTJs, accounting for just under a third of all OBTJs in 
2010; an average of 27 per cent since 2000.         
 
In comparison with 2000, the proportion of OBTJs accounted for by violence against 
the person has increased from 21 per cent to 29 per cent in 2010, and ‘drug offences’ 
has increased from 12 per cent to 18 per cent.  In the same period ‘theft and handling 
stolen goods’ fell from 35 per cent to 25 per cent. 
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Offending Histories [Tables 7.1 – 7.5] 
Information presented in this section differs from previous sections, in that all 
information is taken from the Police National Computer (PNC). The main difference is 
that the PNC does not include a range of less serious summary offences (such as TV 
licence evasion and a range of motoring offences) and so the figures do not match 
those given in previous chapters. 
 
This section provides an overview of the changing structure of the known offending 
population with information on the breakdown of offences committed by new 
offenders and repeat offenders, the trends in new entrants to the criminal justice 
system, and breakdowns of the criminal histories of cautioned and sentenced 
offenders 
  

First offences and further offences [Tables and figures 7.1-7.2] 
An offence is defined as a first offence if it results in the offender receiving their first 
reprimand, warning, caution or conviction – i.e. they have no previous criminal history 
recorded on the PNC.  Offences resulting in further reprimands, warnings, cautions 
or convictions are known as further offences since the offender already has a 
recorded criminal history. 
 
 
Offenders committed 880,00017 offences that resulted in a reprimand, warning, 
caution or conviction in 2010, 26.2 per cent were first offences, and 73.8 per cent 
were further offences.  In comparison: 
 

 In 2009 there were 926,000 offences, with 28.4 per cent first offences and 
71.6 per cent further offences. 

 
 Over the last decade the number of offences steadily increased from 811,000 

in 2000, reaching a peak of 999,000 in 2007. This increase was mainly due to 
an increase in the use of cautions, for both first and further offences.  

 
 First offences comprised 33 per cent of offences between 2000 to 2007 but 

the proportion has fallen in recent years as the use of cautions, which are 
often the preferred sanction for first offenders, has fallen relative to 
convictions for first offences. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
17 When an offender has been cautioned or convicted of several offences on the same occasion only 
one offence has been counted; the figures therefore represent counts of separate cautioning or 
sentencing occasions as recorded on the PNC rather than counts of every proven offence. An offender 
can therefore only have one first offence but may have numerous further offences. This means that the 
first offence figures described here are equal to the figures for first time entrants described below. 
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Figure 7.1.  First offences and further offences in 2010 
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879,990 

 
 
Juveniles committed 129,000 offences that resulted in a reprimand, warning or 
conviction in 2010. 37.5 per cent were first offences, and 62.5 per cent were further 
offences.   

 In 2000 181,000 offences were committed, with 49.2 per cent being first 
offences.  

 
 The number of offences peaked in 2007 at 226,000, and has since fallen 

sharply due to falls in the number of reprimands and final warnings issued by 
the police. 
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Figure 7.2.  Juvenile first and further offences in England and Wales between 
2000 and 2010 
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Adults committed 750,507 offences resulting in a caution or conviction in 2010. 24.3 
per cent were first offences and 75.7 per cent were further offences. 

 Unlike offences committed by juveniles, those committed by adults that 
resulted in a caution or conviction peaked in 2008 at (777,000) and since then 
have fallen by less than 4 per cent. 

 
 First offences committed by adults peaked in 2007 and have declined year on 

year by around 6 per cent per year. By comparison further offences 
committed by adults have remained around the 569,000 level since 2008. 
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Figure 7.3.  Adult first and further offences in England and Wales between 2000 
and 2010 
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First time entrants to the criminal justice system in England and 
Wales 
 
First time entrants to the criminal justice are classified as offenders, resident in 
England and Wales, who received their first reprimand, warning, caution or 
conviction, based on data recorded by the police on the PNC. 
 
In 2010 there were 231,000 first time entrants (FTE) to the criminal justice system, 
this is a decrease of 12 per cent compared to 2009 and 30 per cent down on the 
2006 peak of 330,000. Compared to the 2000 figure of 270,000 the 2010 figure 
shows a fall of 15 per cent. 
 
Within the 2010 total 48,606 were juveniles, a figure that has fallen by 28 per cent 
since 2009 and 56 per cent since 2006.  
 
When expressed as a rate per 100,000 people in the population juvenile first time 
entrants have fallen by 54 per cent since the peak in 2006 whilst for adults the fall 
was 19 per cent. 
 
The changes comprise the following: 

 A 31 per cent reduction in the number of reprimands and warnings for juvenile 
FTEs (aged 10 to 17) and a nine per cent reduction in the number of cautions 
for adults between 2009 and 2010.  Between the 2006 peak and 2010 the 
equivalent reductions were 59 per cent for juveniles and 22 per cent for 
adults. 

 
 In 2010 convictions accounted for 41 per cent of first time entrants, the largest 

proportion over the last 10 years. Juvenile convictions accounted for three per 
cent of this figure and adults the remaining 38 per cent. 
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 The decline in the use of reprimands, warnings and cautions in dealing with 
FTEs is consistent with the reduction in the use of these disposals for all 
offenders and coincides with the increasing focus on more serious offending. 

 
 At the offence group level, comparing 2009 and 2010 for offenders of all 

ages, first time entrants fell in all categories except for sexual offences and 
robbery which increased by five per cent to 3,300 and seven per cent to 1,700 
respectively. Of those offence groups showing falls the theft and handling 
group was down 19 per cent to 38,800, summary offences excluding motoring 
were down 12 per cent to 86,000 and summary motoring offences were down 
14 per cent to 32,000. These three offence groups accounted for 80 per cent 
of the reduction in first time entrants.   

 

Criminal Histories  
An offender is counted as having a criminal history if their PNC record shows 
that, at the time of receiving a reprimand, warning, caution or conviction, they had 
previously committed one or more offences that had resulted in one of these 
sanctions. Because the PNC data excludes a range of summary offences the 
figures presented focus on the criminal histories of offenders cautioned or 
sentenced for indictable offences. 
 

Criminal histories of offenders cautioned for indictable offences  

Just over half of offenders who committed indictable offences and were cautioned in 
2010 had no previous criminal history, although three per cent had 15 or more 
previous caution/conviction occasions: 
 

 54.1 per cent of offenders of all ages who received a reprimand, warning or 
caution for an indictable offence in 2010 had no previous offences; 

 
 3.2 per cent of offenders had received a reprimand, warning, caution or 

conviction on 15 or more previous occasions. The majority of these offenders 
received a reprimand, warning or caution for drug offences and theft and 
handling stolen goods offences;  

 
 The equivalent figures for the year 2000 show that the criminal history profile 

of cautioned offenders is changing over time: 67.3 per cent had no previous 
offences while 1.3 per cent had 15 or more previous occasions. 

  
71.7 per cent of juvenile offenders who received a reprimand or warning in 2010 for 
an indictable offence had no previous offences;  

 The equivalent figure in 2000 was 76.8 per cent.  
 
 Most of those with previous offences had received a reprimand or warning 

only;  
 

 2.1 per cent of juveniles given a reprimand or warning in 2010 had a previous 
conviction. The majority of these offenders received a reprimand or warning 
for drug offences and theft and handling stolen goods offences. 
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48.0 per cent of adult offenders cautioned in 2010 for an indictable offence had no 
previous offences; 

 This compares with 60.0 per cent in 2000; 
 
 4.3 per cent of adults cautioned in 2010 had been cautioned or convicted on 

15 or more previous occasions. The majority of these offenders were 
cautioned for drug offences and theft and handling stolen goods offences; 

 
 Adult females given a caution are more likely to be first time offenders than 

adult males; 62.1 per cent of females cautioned in 2010 had no previous 
record of committing an offence, compared with 43.3 per cent of male 
offenders. 

 

Criminal histories of offenders sentenced for indictable offences  

 
The criminal history profile of sentenced offenders is changing over time. More 
offenders sentenced for indictable offences in 2010 had previous offences, and a 
higher proportion of offenders had 15 or more previous convictions or cautions: 
 

 the proportion of all offenders sentenced for indictable offences who had 15 
or more previous convictions or cautions has increased steadily from 16.8 per 
cent in 2000 to 28.9 per cent in 2010;  

 
 Over the same period the proportion of sentences given to offenders with no 

previous convictions or cautions fell from 12.3 per cent to 10.5 per cent.  
 
Previous custodial sentences 
Just over two thirds (67.1 per cent) of offenders who received an immediate custodial 
sentence for an indictable offence in 2010 had had a custodial sentence before. The 
proportion of those given a community sentence having had a previous community 
sentence was 62.9 per cent. 
 
Criminal history by sentence type 
The criminal history of offenders receiving different sentences varies by sentence, 
with custodial sentences associated with higher levels of previous offences, in 2010: 
 

 43 per cent of adult offenders receiving custodial sentences have 15 or more 
previous convictions/cautions. 

 
 27 per cent of adult offenders receiving a fine have 15 or more previous 

convictions/cautions 
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Table 7.1: Proportion of offenders sentenced for indictable offences by 
previous criminal history and sentence received in 2010 

0 1-2 3-6 7-10 11-14 >=15 

Absolute discharge 8.2 38.8 36.7 8.0 4.7 3.5 971

Conditional discharge 2.6 18.5 48.0 17.6 7.7 5.6 3,295

Fine 1.2 19.1 48.7 18.1 8.2 4.7 1,698

Community sentence 14.9 38.3 32.3 8.8 3.2 2.4 29,197

Immediate custody 7.3 13.2 30.7 21.7 13.0 14.1 4,281
Other(1)

8.7 23.6 34.3 16.8 9.4 7.2 1,983
All disposals(2)

12.1 32.6 34.3 11.6 5.1 4.2 41,462

Absolute discharge 10.9 13.4 15.0 11.3 8.6 40.9 746

Conditional discharge 10.0 19.8 19.9 11.7 8.9 29.7 35,538

Fine 6.5 16.9 24.6 14.6 10.2 27.1 55,870

Community sentence 11.1 16.5 21.8 13.1 9.2 28.3 71,748

Fully suspended 15.7 17.7 21.0 12.4 8.6 24.6 33,347

Immediate custody 10.3 9.7 14.2 12.0 10.8 43.0 79,178
Other(1)

8.9 13.0 16.8 12.6 9.8 38.9 16,231

All disposals 10.3 15.1 19.7 12.8 9.8 32.4 292,658

Adults

Number of previous convictions/ cautions All offenders 
(100%)

Juveniles

 
1 The 'Other' category includes some deferred sentences that the police will update 
on the PNC at a later date when the final decision is known. 
2 For juveniles the all disposals figures include fully suspended sentences. 
 
Criminal history by offence type 
The criminal history of an offender varies with the type of offence. In 2010: 
 

 Only 5.1 per cent of offenders convicted of burglary, 5.8 per cent of offenders 
convicted of theft and handling stolen goods and 7.0 per cent of offenders 
convicted of drug offences were first time offenders  

 
 This compares with 38.0 per cent of those convicted of sexual offences, 34.3 

per cent of those convicted of fraud and forgery and 24.0 per cent of those 
convicted of indictable motoring offences. 

 
36.5 per cent of offenders sentenced for burglary in 2010 had three of more previous 
burglary offence. The number who received a custodial sentence increased from 692 
in 2009 to 778 in 2010. The Crown Court is required to impose an immediate 
custodial sentence of at least three years for a third domestic burglary when 
conditions defined by legislation18 are met. Offenders pleading guilty can receive a 
20 per cent reduction in the length of their sentence, reducing a three year sentence 
to 28.8 months; half of those given a custodial sentence in 2010 received a sentence 
of 28.8 months or more. 

                                                

62.5 per cent of offenders who were sentenced for shoplifting had three or more 
previous convictions or cautions for shoplifting.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
18 Section 111 of the Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000 
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Table 7.5 Offenders sentenced for indictable offences by previous criminal history and gender, 2000 - 2010

England & Wales

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Males

By number of previous convictions
0 18.9 18.9 18.1 17.8 18.2 19.0 19.0 18.9 18.5 18.5 18
1-2 19.4 18.7 17.9 17.1 16.9 17.2 17.4 17.4 16.8 16.8 17
3-6 22.2 21.7 20.8 20.0 19.3 18.8 18.9 18.8 18.1 17.9 17
7-10 13.5 13.7 13.8 13.5 12.8 12.3 12.1 11.9 11.8 11.6 11.4
11-14 8.9 9.1 9.7 9.8 9.6 9.2 8.8 8.7 8.7 8.6 8.5
15+ 17.0 17.9 19.8 21.7 23.2 23.6 23.7 24.3 26.1 26.6 27

By number of convictions in the previous 12 months
0 49.5 49.5 48.4 47.6 47.3 48.6 49.0 48.6 48.1 48.7 49
1-2 36.7 36.8 36.8 36.3 35.6 34.8 34.7 34.2 33.0 32.3 31
3-6 12.9 12.9 13.8 14.9 15.5 15.0 14.7 15.4 16.5 16.3 15
7-10 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.8 2.2 2
11-14 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
15+ 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3

By number of previous convictions or cautions
0 10.9 10.6 10.0 9.9 10.3 10.5 10.1 9.7 9.5 9.5 9.6
1-2 19.8 19.2 18.3 17.6 17.3 17.7 17.9 17.6 16.8 16.8 16
3-6 26.0 25.1 24.2 23.2 22.6 22.3 22.7 22.7 21.8 21.7 21
7-10 15.4 15.6 15.4 14.9 14.1 13.6 13.6 13.5 13.3 13.1 12.9
11-14 9.8 10.2 10.8 10.9 10.5 10.1 9.7 9.6 9.8 9.6 9.4
15+ 18.1 19.2 21.4 23.6 25.2 25.7 26.0 26.7 28.8 29.5 30

By number of convictions or cautions in the previous 12 months
0 43.5 44.0 43.2 42.5 42.3 43.0 42.7 41.7 41.5 42.3 43
1-2 40.8 40.8 40.6 40.1 39.3 38.9 39.2 39.1 37.8 36.9 35
3-6 14.6 14.3 15.1 16.1 16.8 16.4 16.4 17.3 18.2 17.8 17
7-10 0.8 0.7 0.9 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.5 2.0 2.3 2
11-14 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
15+ 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3

All offenders (100%) 272,997 272,457 284,995 286,645 272,781 262,390 260,860 270,356 281,838 279,151 286,645

Females

By number of previous convictions
0 30.6 30.3 28.8 27.0 28.1 29.1 30.1 29.6 28.2 28.8 28
1-2 23.5 22.1 21.1 20.2 19.5 19.5 19.7 19.6 18.6 18.8 18
3-6 21.1 21.0 20.8 20.4 19.4 18.6 17.6 17.9 17.0 16.5 16
7-10 10.1 10.7 11.3 11.8 11.5 10.9 10.2 10.0 10.6 10.0 9.6
11-14 5.7 6.0 6.6 7.3 7.1 7.1 7.0 6.5 7.0 7.0 7.0
15+ 8.9 9.8 11.4 13.3 14.4 14.8 15.4 16.3 18.7 19.0 19.8

By number of convictions in the previous 12 months
0 56.1 56.0 54.4 52.1 52.6 53.9 55.5 55.3 53.4 54.6 55
1-2 32.5 32.3 32.9 33.1 32.4 31.8 30.7 30.6 29.3 28.3 27
3-6 10.5 10.7 11.7 13.4 13.4 13.0 12.9 13.2 15.4 14.8 14
7-10 0.6 0.6 0.8 1.2 1.2 1.1 0.8 0.8 1.6 1.9 2
11-14 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4
15+ 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2

By number of previous convictions or cautions
0 19.0 18.6 17.2 15.7 16.6 16.9 17.4 16.7 15.4 15.7 15
1-2 26.9 25.5 24.1 23.2 22.6 22.7 23.1 22.6 21.8 22.0 21
3-6 26.2 25.6 25.5 24.6 23.5 23.4 22.7 23.4 21.5 21.7 21
7-10 11.7 12.6 13.2 13.4 13.1 12.3 11.8 11.7 12.4 11.4 11.0
11-14 6.5 6.9 7.4 8.4 8.3 8.2 7.7 7.4 8.0 7.9 7.9
15+ 9.8 10.8 12.6 14.8 15.9 16.5 17.3 18.2 20.9 21.3 22.3

By number of convictions or cautions in the previous 12 months
0 47.6 48.0 46.7 44.8 45.3 45.8 46.9 46.2 44.6 46.3 47
1-2 38.8 38.4 38.7 38.5 38.1 37.9 37.3 37.4 36.2 34.9 33
3-6 12.5 12.5 13.4 15.1 15.0 14.8 14.8 15.2 17.1 16.3 15
7-10 0.7 0.7 0.9 1.2 1.3 1.2 0.9 1.0 1.8 2.1 2
11-14 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4
15+ 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2

All offenders (100%) 49,301 49,096 52,133 53,072 51,613 47,871 44,873 46,236 47,666 47,207 47,051

All offenders

By number of previous convictions
0 20.8 20.7 19.8 19.4 19.9 20.6 20.7 20.6 19.9 20.1 19
1-2 20.0 19.2 18.4 17.6 17.3 17.5 17.8 17.7 17.0 17.1 17
3-6 22.0 21.5 20.8 20.0 19.3 18.7 18.7 18.7 17.9 17.7 17
7-10 12.9 13.2 13.4 13.2 12.5 12.0 11.8 11.6 11.6 11.3 11.1
11-14 8.4 8.7 9.2 9.4 9.2 8.9 8.6 8.4 8.5 8.4 8.3
15+ 15.8 16.7 18.5 20.3 21.7 22.2 22.5 23.1 25.0 25.5 26

By number of convictions in the previous 12 months
0 50.6 50.5 49.4 48.4 48.2 49.5 50.0 49.7 48.9 49.6 50
1-2 36.0 36.1 36.1 35.7 35.1 34.3 34.0 33.7 32.5 31.7 30
3-6 12.5 12.5 13.5 14.6 15.2 14.7 14.5 15.1 16.4 16.0 15
7-10 0.7 0.7 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.8 2.1 2
11-14 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
15+ 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2

By number of previous convictions or cautions
0 12.3 12.0 11.2 10.9 11.4 11.6 11.3 10.8 10.4 10.4 10
1-2 20.9 20.2 19.2 18.5 18.1 18.5 18.6 18.3 17.5 17.5 17
3-6 26.0 25.2 24.4 23.4 22.7 22.4 22.7 22.8 21.8 21.7 21
7-10 14.8 15.1 15.0 14.6 14.0 13.4 13.3 13.3 13.1 12.8 12.6
11-14 9.3 9.7 10.3 10.5 10.1 9.8 9.4 9.3 9.5 9.3 9.2
15+ 16.8 17.9 20.0 22.2 23.7 24.3 24.7 25.5 27.6 28.3 28

By number of convictions or cautions in the previous 12 months
0 44.2 44.7 43.8 42.9 42.8 43.5 43.3 42.4 41.9 43.0 44
1-2 40.5 40.4 40.3 39.8 39.1 38.7 38.9 38.8 37.5 36.6 35
3-6 14.2 14.0 14.9 15.9 16.4 16.1 16.2 17.0 18.1 17.6 16
7-10 0.8 0.7 0.9 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4 2.0 2.3 2
11-14 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
15+ 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3

All offenders (100%) 322,783 321,991 337,471 340,061 324,847 310,638 306,116 316,960 329,788 326,735 334,120

Number and percentage of offenders
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Explanatory notes  
 
The statistics in this bulletin relate to cases in the Crown and magistrates’ courts in 
England and Wales during 2010. This is the first set of combined quarterly criminal 
statistics to be published by the Ministry of Justice, subsuming a number of previous 
bulletins including Criminal Statistics: England & Wales, Quarterly Sentencing 
Statistics, and Young people aged 10-17 receiving their first reprimand, warning or 
conviction.  
 
Symbols and conventions  
 
The following symbols have been used throughout the tables in this bulletin:  
 

* = Not applicable  
- = Nil  
(R) = Revised data  
(P) = Provisional data  
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Contacts 
 
Press enquiries should be directed to the Ministry of Justice press office:  
 
Tel: 020 3334 3536  
Email: newsdesk@justice.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Other enquiries about these statistics should be directed to the Justice Statistics  
Analytical Services division of the Ministry of Justice:  
 

Iain Bell  
Chief Statistician  
Ministry of Justice  
7th Floor  
102 Petty France  
London  
SW1H 9AJ  
Email: statistics.enquiries@justice.gsi.gov.uk 
 

General enquiries about the statistical work of the Ministry of Justice can be e-mailed 
to: statistics.enquiries@justice.gsi.gov.uk  
 
General information about the official statistics system of the UK is available from: 
www.statistics.gov.uk  
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