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The Credit and Qualifications Framework for Wales

All learners

All learning programmes
including taught courses, distance learning, work-related training, technology-enhanced learning and other 

education/training activities

All providers
including school, college, work based trainers, university, community, industry, voluntary and other activities

Types of qualifications and learning opportunities

Learning and organisations are organised into frameworks

Learning opportunities and standards are quality assured by

Higher Education
Degree
Masters
Postgraduate studies
Doctorates

Lifelong Learning
Adult and community learning
Company training
Voluntary sector
Wider learning 14+

General and vocational education 
and training
GCSE
A levels
S/NVQs
Welsh Baccalaureate qualification

National Qualifications 
Framework NQF 
Qualifications and Credit Framework 
QCF
Scottish Credit and Qualifications 
Framework SCQF

Framework for Higher
Education Qualifications
FHEQ

Quality Assured Lifelong Learning 
QALL

QAA CQFW DCELLS, Ofqual. 
CCEA and SCQF partnership
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Qualification Level (level)

Qualification Size

Qualification type 

Progression

Potential Job Occupations

Qualification Structure 
summary

Qualification Summary
(purpose) 

 

 

 

Credits Provided

Guided Learning Hours

Overall Grading

 

Diploma 

QCF

This qualification provides much of the underpinning knowledge 
required for industry recognised qualifications. Units are signposted 
to National Occupational Standards. The units focus on the role of 
the science technician or assistant practitioner, their relationship
with the scientific community and their responsibilities towards the
community and the environment. 

Learners can progress from Level 2 to Level 3 qualifications in
Applied Science, GCE AS and A Level Science 

100+ potential job occupations are listed in the full details 

60 credits for completed qualification

Pass/Merit/Distinction/Distinction*

360

Consists of 3 mandatory units plus optional units

 

Qualification (title) Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Applied Science (QCF)

Level 2
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Further Education

1-12 cr

10-120 hours of

Credit and 
Qualifications 

Framework for Wales 
LEVEL FRAMEWORK
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Higher Education

Industry / Continuing and Professional Developm
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NVQ 2

GCSE A
*-C

W
BQ

NVQ 3

‘A’ Level

Modern

Apprenticeship

WBQ

Access to HE

Certificate of 
Higher 

Education
HNC
MSD

IntermediateHNCHNDFoundationDegree
Honours
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Award Certificate Diploma

1-12 credits 13-36 credits 37 or more credits

10-120 hours of 
learning time

130-360 hours of 
learning time

370 hours or more 
of learning time

Entry Level - Level 8
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