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Background

This Official Statistics Release (OSR) provides the earliest information on the overall participation and achievements of young people taking Diplomas in 2009/10. This information is based on data collated for the Department for Education by the Diploma Aggregation Service (DAS) and covers all students who participate in a 14-19 Diploma course of study during the academic year 2009/10, including those who achieve their Diploma within the period.
Information on how the DAS works can be found on the Qualifications & Curriculum Development Agency (QCDA) website at http://www.qcda.gov.uk/resources/publication.aspx?id=c817e65c-bd49-4e82-be7c-ef310b4939d0. 
The Underlying Data Files

Titles: OSR26-2010_Table_1_Combined_UD.csv

OSR26-2010_Table_2_UD.csv


OSR26-2010_Table_3_Combined_UD.csv 

OSR26-2010_Table_4_UD.csv

File Headers:  See Annex A for a list of codes and headers

Coverage:  Total for England provided for each variable


        Total for each LA in England 

Variable names – A list of the headings used in the .csv file and the corresponding variable names are shown at Annex A.

Methodology

Data are gathered by DAS from all education centres who provide a Diploma programme and processed to provide lists of Diploma participants, deactivations, changes and completions for each term.

These DAS lists are combined to create a full participation dataset for the academic year. This contains all pupils who have participated in a Diploma course of programme at some point during the year, apart from where a record has been deactivated as ‘Opened in Error’, including everyone who has successfully completed and been awarded a diploma during the year.
The DAS data provided details of the Diploma being taken and also the Unique Learner Number (ULN), Home Centre and the gender and date of birth of the student. Additional personal characteristics were gathered by matching the dataset, using the ULN, to the National Pupil Database (NPD). Where a match was found information on ethnicity, whether the pupil had special educational needs (SEN) and eligibility for free school meals (FSM) was obtained and has been included.
The LA where the student was studying was achieved by matching the postcode of the Home Centre to a separate dataset aligning all postcodes into the appropriate Local Authority.
A Diploma was considered to have been awarded if the student completed all modules and achieved an overall grade appropriate to the Diploma level (A*- B for foundation level, A*-C for higher level and A*-E for level 3 Diplomas). U grades were not included.
Suppression and negligible percentages: For the unit figures, numbers from 1-2 inclusive (before rounding) have been suppressed and are shown as *. Where a unit figure has been suppressed, the corresponding proportion has also been suppressed. Where any proportion is shown as zero (0), the original figure was zero. Any proportion with a value greater than zero but lower than 0.5 (which therefore would have been rounded to zero) is marked as negligible with a dash (-).
At Level 3 only the original five Diploma subjects available since 2008/09 could be achieved. This is because a level 3 Diploma has to be studied over two years. Those Diploma subjects which only became available this year and therefore could not be achieved at level 3 are marked in tables 3 and 4 with n/a.
Data Usage Issue

A Diploma student does not have to be registered in the DAS system at the start of their course. Thus any count of participants could be an undercount if active diploma learners have not yet been entered into the system.
A number of students have two participation records where either the Diploma level or subject is different. In these cases both records have been left in as it is possible either that the student has not yet decided which subject or level they intend to take (as there is a significant overlap between courses and levels) or that they are intending to take two Diplomas (a very small number of students have done this so far).
Annex A

Column heading codes (all tables)
Country_Code: Country code
Country_Name: Country name
Num_Total: Total number of Diploma participants
200809_Num_Total: Total number of Diploma participants in 2008/09 academic year

BAF_Prop: Business, Administration & Finance

CBE_Prop: Construction & the Built Environment

CM_Prop: Creative & Media

Eng_Prop: Engineering

ELBS_Prop: Environment & Land Based Studies

HBS_Prop: Hair & Beauty Studies

Hosp_Prop: Hospitality

IT_Prop: Information Technology

MPD_Prop: Manufacturing & Product Design

SHD_Prop: Society, Health & Development

BAF_Num: Business, Administration & Finance

CBE_Num: Construction & the Built Environment

CM_Num: Creative & Media

Eng_Num: Engineering

ELBS_Num: Environment & Land Based Studies

HBS_Num: Hair & Beauty Studies

Hosp_Num: Hospitality

IT_Num: Information Technology

MPD_Num: Manufacturing & Product Design

SHD_Num: Society, Health & Development

LA_name: Local Authority name
LA_Code: Local Authority code

Prop_A*-A: Proportion of awards A*-A grade

Row heading codes: Participation (table 1)
All_Dip_Parts: total number of all Diploma participants
All_Parts_Personal: number of participants with personal information

Found_Dip_Parts: total number of foundation diploma participants

Found_Parts_Personal: number of foundation participants with personal information

High_Dip_parts: total number of higher diploma participants

High_Parts_Personal: number of higher participants with personal information

L3_Dip_Parts: total number level 3 (advanced and progression) diploma participants

L3_Parts_Personal: number level 3 participants with personal information

Gender_Male_All: number male diploma participants
Gender_Female_All: number female diploma participants
Gender_Total_All: total diploma participants where gender known

Gender_Male_Found: number foundation level male participants
Gender_Female_Found: number foundation level female participants
Gender_Total_Found: total foundation level participants where gender known

Gender_Male_High: number higher level male participants
Gender_Female_High: number higher level female participants
Gender_Total_High: total higher level participants where gender known

Gender_Male_Level3: number level 3 male participants
Gender_Female_Level3: number level 3 female participants
Gender_Total_Level3: total level 3 participants where gender known

Age_under16_All: number diploma participants aged under 16

Age_16plus_All: number diploma participants aged 16 and over

Age_Total_All: total diploma participants where age known
Age_under16_Found: number foundation level participants aged under 16

Age_16plus_Found: number foundation level participants aged 16 and over

Age_Total_Found: total foundation level participants where age known
Age_under16_High: number higher level participants aged under 16
Age_16plus_High: number high level participants aged 16 and over
Age_Total_High: total higher level participants where age known
Age_under16_Level3: number level 3 participants aged under 16

Age_16plus_Level3: number level 3 participants aged 16 and over
Age_Total_Level3: total level 3 participants where age known
Eth_White_All: number diploma participants of white ethnicity

Eth_Mixed_All: number diploma participants of mixed ethnicity

Eth_Asian_All: number diploma participants of asian ethnicity

Eth_Black_All: number diploma participants of black ethnicity

Eth_Other_All: number diploma participants of other ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_All: number of diploma participants with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity

Eth_Total_All: total diploma participants where ethnicity known

Eth_White_Found: number foundation level participants of white ethnicity

Eth_Mixed_Found: number foundation level participants of mixed ethnicity

Eth_Asian_Found: number foundation level participants of asian ethnicity

Eth_Black_Found: number foundation level participants of black ethnicity

Eth_Other_Found: number foundation level participants of other ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_Found: number foundation level participants with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity
Eth_Total_Found: total foundation level participants where ethnicity known
Eth_White_High: number higher level participants of white ethnicity

Eth_Mixed_High: number higher level participants of mixed ethnicity

Eth_Asian_High: number higher level participants of asian ethnicity

Eth_Black_High: number higher level participants of black ethnicity

Eth_Other_High: number higher level participants of other ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_High: number higher level participants with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity
Eth_Total_High: total higher level participants where ethnicity known
Eth_White_Level3: number level 3 participants of white ethnicity

Eth_Mixed_Level3: number level 3 participants of mixed ethnicity

Eth_Asian_Level3: number level 3 participants of asian ethnicity

Eth_Black_Level3: number level 3 participants of black ethnicity

Eth_Other_Level3: number level 3 participants of other ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_Level3: number level 3 participants with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity 

Eth_Total_Level3: total level 3 participants where ethnicity known
FSM_Elig_All: number diploma participants eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_All: number diploma participants not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_All: total diploma participants where FSM status known
FSM_Elig_Found: number foundation level participants eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_Found: number foundation level participants not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_Found: total foundation level participants where FSM status known
FSM_Elig_High: number higher level participants eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_High: number higher level participants not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_High: total higher level participants where FSM status known
FSM_Elig_Level3: number level 3 participants eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_Level3: number level 3 participants not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_Level3: total level 3 participants where FSM status known
SEN_Some_All: number diploma participants with some form of SEN

SEN_None_All: number diploma participants with no SEN
SEN_Total_All: total diploma participants where SEN status known
SEN_Some_Found: number foundation level participants with some form of SEN

SEN_None_Found: number foundation level participants with no SEN
SEN_Total_Found: total foundation level participants where SEN status known
SEN_Some_High: number higher level participants with some form of SEN

SEN_None_High: number higher level participants with no SEN
SEN_Total_High: total higher level participants where SEN status known
SEN_Some_Level3: number level 3 participants with some form of SEN

SEN_None_Level3: number level 3 participants with no SEN
SEN_Total_Level3: total level 3 participants where SEN status known
Row heading codes: Achievement (table 3)
All_Dip_Awards: all diploma awards

Foun_Dip_Awards; foundation level diploma awards

High_Dip_Awards: higher level diploma awards

Total_L1or2_Awards: total level 1 (foundation) or level 2 (higher) awards

Prog_Dip_Awards: progression level diploma awards

Adv_Dip_Awards: advanced level diploma awards

Total_L3_Dip_Awards: level 3 (advanced and progression) diploma awards

Gender_Male_All_Awards: number male diploma achievers
Gender_Female_All_Awards: number female diploma achievers
Gender_Total_All_Awards: total diploma achievers where gender known

Gender_Male_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 male achievers
Gender_Female_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 female achievers
Gender_Total_L1or2_Awards: total level 1 or 2 achievers where gender known

Gender_Male_L3_Awards: number level 3 male achievers
Gender_Female_L3_Awards: number level 3 female achievers
Gender_Total_L3_Awards: total level 3 achievers where gender known

Age_under16_All_Awards: number diploma achievers aged under 16

Age_16to17_All_Awards: number diploma achievers aged16 to 17

Age_18plus_All_Awards: number diploma achievers aged 18 and over

Age_Total_All_Awards: total diploma achievers where age known
Age_under16_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers aged under 16

Age_16plus_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers aged 16 and over

Age_Total_L1or2_Awards: total level 1 or 2 achievers where age known
Age_under18_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers aged under 18

Age_18plus_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers aged 18 and over

Age_Total_L3_Awards: total level 3 achievers where age known
Eth_White_All_Awards: number diploma achievers of white ethnicity

Eth_NonWhite_All_Awards: number diploma achievers of non-white ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_All_Awards: number diploma achievers with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity

Eth_Total_All_Awards: total diploma achievers where ethnicity known

Eth_White_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers of white ethnicity

Eth_NonWhite_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers of non-white ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity

Eth_Total_L1or2_Awards: total level 1 or 2 achievers where ethnicity known

Eth_White_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers of white ethnicity

Eth_NonWhite_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers of non-white ethnicity

Eth_Unkn_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers with unknown ethnicity or who refused to give ethnicity

Eth_Total_L3_Awards: total level 3 achievers where ethnicity known

FSM_Elig_All_Awards: number diploma achievers eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_All_Awards: number diploma achievers not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_All_Awards: total diploma achievers where FSM status known
FSM_Elig_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_L1or2_Awards: total level 1 or 2 achievers where FSM status known
FSM_Elig_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers eligible for FSM

FSM_NotElig_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers not eligible for FSM
FSM_Total_L3_Awards: total level 3 achievers where FSM status known
SEN_Some_All_Awards: number diploma achievers with some form of SEN

SEN_None_All_Awards: number diploma achievers with no SEN
SEN_Total_All_Awards: total diploma achievers where SEN status known
SEN_Some_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers with some form of SEN

SEN_None_L1or2_Awards: number level 1 or 2 achievers with no SEN
SEN_Total_L1or2_Awards: total level 1 or 2 achievers where SEN status known
SEN_Some_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers with some form of SEN

SEN_None_L3_Awards: number level 3 achievers with no SEN
SEN_Total_L3_Awards: total level 3 achievers where SEN status known
Row heading codes: Achievement (table 4)
All_Dip_Awards: all diploma awards

All_A*-A_Grade_Awards: all diploma A*-A grade awards

Found_Dip_Awards: all foundation level awards

Found_A*-A_Grade_Awards: all foundation level A*-A grade awards

High_Dip_Awards: all higher level awards

High_A*-A_Grade_Awards: all higher level A*-A grade awards

L3_Dip_Awards: all level 3 awards

L3_A*-A_Grade_Awards: all level 3 A*-A grade awards

