Terms of Reference
for the

DNA Analysis Specialist Group

Status

1. The DNA Analysis Specialist Group (hereafter referred to as the
“Specialist Group”) is a Standing Specialist Group established to advise the
Forensic Science Regulator (“‘the Regulator’) and the Forensic Science
Advisory Council (‘the Council’) on matters within its remit.

Remit

2. The Specialist Group will support the Regulator and the Council by
providing advice on all matters related to quality standards applicable to the
analysis of DNA (based on STR methods) and the use of such analysis, and
the results there from, within the Criminal Justice System. It shall cover the
process from initial collection of evidence to the presentation of results in
court. The remit may be extended, by the Regulator, to cover DNA analysis
based on other techniques. The Specialist Group will:

i). Review the standards in place (and the factors influencing those
standards) as they apply to the National DNA Database and forensic
DNA analysis more generally. The review will consider, but not be
limited to, the following.

a. Legal provisions (including common law, statute and subsidiary
legislation) in as much as they impact on the requisite quality
standards;

b. ISO Standards;
c. National Occupational Standards;

d. Standards established by the NPIA Custodian Management
Unit;

e. ENFSI Standards/Guidance;

f. Existing supplier quality standards;

g. Standards employed in other jurisdictions;

h. Standards set out in published literature; and

i. Other norms and values (including those inculcated by
education and training, and membership of professional bodies).

ii). Report to the Regulator and Council on the scope, suitability and
effectiveness of the existing standards and their application.



iii). Report to the Regulator and Council on the effectiveness of quality
monitoring processes;

iv). Report to the Regulator and Council on means of influencing
international standard setting

v). Propose means of remedying any shortcomings, distinguishing
between measures which fall within the remit of the Regulator and
those which do not.

vi). Make such other recommendations as appear appropriate.

3. The Specialist Group will, following a request from the Regulator, in
collaboration with the NPIA Custodian Management Unit develop standards,
processes or policies for consideration by the Council and Regulator.

4. The Specialist Group will not deal with ethical matters. These will, should
they arise, be referred to the Regulator for possible consideration by the
Ethics Group.

Composition

5. The following organisations will be invited to nominate suitable persons to
membership of the Specialist Group:

Forensic Science Society

NPIA Custodian Management Unit
International Society for Forensic Genetics
Royal Statistical Society

Forensic Science Providers Group
Association of Chief Police Officers

Crown Prosecution Service

Scottish Police Services Authority

NDNAD Accredited Suppliers

6. The Chair, Deputy Chair and members of the Specialist Group will be
appointed by the Regulator, with the approval of the Council.

7. The Regulator may at the request of, or following consultation with, the
Chair of the Specialist Group, add to the membership of the Specialist Group
or invite other individuals to serve on the Specialist Group for limited periods
of time where additional skills, knowledge or experience are required.



Operation

8. The Specialist Group will operate in accordance with a detailed plan
presented by the Chair and approved by the Regulator, who will be advised
by the Council.

9. The Specialist Group will consult other end-user stakeholders, not
represented on its membership, as necessary in order to obtain a
comprehensive view.

10.  The Specialist Group will conduct its business out of committee as far
as possible, but will meet as and when required in order to discharge its remit.

11. In the interests of public accountability, the Specialist Group will carry
out its work as openly as possible, within the terms of the Code of Practice on
Access to Government Information, subject to any necessary confidentiality
requirements and any conditions set by Ministers or agreed by the Regulator.

12.  No budget is delegated to the Specialist Group but such assistance as
is reasonably required to enable the Specialist Group to undertake its duties
will be provided, within available resources.

13. Membership of the Specialist Group is unremunerated. The Regulator
may approve repayment of travel and subsistence costs necessarily incurred
on Specialist Group business by any members who are unable to obtain
reimbursement from their employers. Repayment will only be made where
the Regulator has specifically agreed, in writing and in advance of the
expenditure, to entertain claims from a named individual under this provision.

14.  Where the business of the Specialist Group gives rise to the need for
expenditure from the Regulator's budget (including any claims under
paragraph 11 above), the Regulator’s written approval must be obtained in
advance of any commitment to the expenditure.

15.  The Chair of the Specialist Group may establish such other procedures
as s/he considers appropriate for the operation of the Specialist Group,
providing that these are not inconsistent with the above.

Working Groups

16.  The Specialist Group may, with the approval of the Regulator, establish
such working groups as it considers necessary for the efficient and effective
conduct of its business. Such working groups will be constituted with clear
written terms of reference and will report to the Specialist Group.

Conduct

17. Members of the Specialist Group are required to observe the Seven
Principles of Public Life endorsed by the Nolan Committee on Standards in
Public Life. Each member must at all times act in good faith and observe
the highest standards of impartiality, integrity and objectivity in relation to
the conduct of the Specialist Group’s business.



18.  Any Specialist Group member has the right to bring to the attention
of the Regulator any matter, which he or she believes raises important
issues relating to his or her duties as a member. In such cases the member
should, before approaching the Regulator, raise their concerns with the
Specialist Group Chair to establish whether they might be resolved within the
Specialist Group.

Confidentiality

19. In accepting appointment to the Specialist Group, members are
required to accept that they will not disclose any information or documents
presented to the Specialist Group without the approval of the Regulator. This
includes any documents marked with any GPMS security classification
(including RESTRICTED) and the content of any discussions relating to such
information. Members undertake not to make copies of any such documents,
and to follow the advice provided by the Regulator and FSRU about the
handling of such documents.

FSRU 11 February 2008




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive true
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


