Community Right to Build


Grant Shapps returns to Essendon in Hertfordshire the birthplace of his plans to give communities their Right to Build.
Transcript

Grant Shapps (Housing Minister): So, I’m here at Essendon primary school this morning, in the village of Essendon in Welwyn, Hatfield, talking to the kids, to the head teacher, some of the parents and governors, about an idea which actually came about just across the road here, in the village hall, when I came to meet the villagers one day, to find out what they were concerned about when it came to housing.
I imagined I was here to learn about how they didn’t want houses to be built in and around the village and they felt under threat. In fact I was wrong. When I got here, they really wanted to find out why it was they couldn’t build some houses in the village. 
They suffer here because people grow up and move out of the village, can’t therefore end up sending their kids to this school. And the school itself, which is only at half-form entry, only this year has eight children in its classes. So they’ve got a desperate need to build housing of all types, and in particular affordable housing, right here in Essendon village and let’s go and have look at the village which gave us this idea for a policy which is now going to be in the localism bill, called ‘Community Right to Build’. 
So, I’m right here on Essendon Hill. Villagers told me about this place, and said that the homes were effectively becoming dilapidated. They were built just after the war, they’ve got asbestos in the roof, these bungalows are clearly a long way past their sell by date, and that’s how Community Right to Build came about.

The simple principle should be that if you want to, as a village, expand your community, that rather than go through all the bureaucracy and rigmarole of trying to get permission to build those homes, if your community agrees it should happen, and you can have a referendum to prove it, then that in itself is sufficient to have granted yourself planning permission to build. That’s the Community Right to Build, and Essendon is the birthplace of that idea.

