Eric Pickles announces HIPs are history


Location, Location, Location presenter Kirstie Allsopp joined Eric Pickles and Grant Shapps on a visit to an estate agents in Battersea, London to hear how the suspension of HIPs will help the fragile housing market.

Transcript

[In front of an estate agents]
Eric Pickles: In the thick book of folly, undoubtedly an entire chapter will be devoted to Housing Information Packs. This useless, pointless and entirely unnecessary piece of legislation has slowed down the housing market and has caused unnecessary problems. So I have now signed an order that suspends Housing Information Packs effectively from the 21st of this month.

I’d now like to ask Kirsty Allsop to say a few words and then we remove the red tape.

Kirsty Allsop: Moving house is difficult. It’s expensive and it’s stressful and it is often done at times in people’s lives which have additional stress. New jobs, new marriages, divorce, the death of parents. It is absolutely absurd that there was ever an additional expense on top of the expenses already incurred and I am thrilled to bits. I cannot tell you how grateful I am and this is a huge celebration and something I am enormously personally pleased about. I’ve campaigned for a long time to get rid of these things.

[Eric Pickles and others tear away red tape from a model of a house]

Are you ready? RIP Hips. Let’s go.

Grant Shapps: So, I’m Grant Shapps, the Housing Minister. Today we have done something really important to kick off less than a week with our foot under the table by the Secretary of State signing away, for suspension, those horrible Home Information Packs which have been nothing but trouble from day one, have stopped people from actively going out and sell their homes and from this weekend you’ll be at complete liberty to walk into a place like this behind me and put your house on the market and not have to worry about shelling out hundreds of pounds for a useless HIP.

