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Foreword by the Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland

Since | took up office as Secretary of State, | have identified a number of
areas in which primary legislation will be required to implement |
important changes. These include bringing forward legislation to
implement proposals for greater transparency arising from the

¢ consultation on political donations and to improve the administration of

elections. | am also keen to implement commitments made earlier this
year during discussions on the appointment of 2 Northern ireland Justice Minister to bring
forward legislation to provide for greater security of tenure for this Ministerial position.

Although these are imbortant matters in themselves, | would like to take the opportunity
if primary legisiation can be secured to make other changes to the institutions where
there is broad support to do so in Northern Ireland.

This consuitation therefore highlights four key areas about which there has been debate
in recent years in Northern ireland. The current Parliamentary Boundary Review is taking
place on the basis of the number of Parliamentary constituencies in Northern Irefand
being reduced from 18 to 16, This would automaticaily result in the size of the Northern
Ireland Assembly at the next election going down from 108 members to 96. In addition, | @
have always made clear that | would seek to bring forward legislation to provide for a
reduction by a different number if there is broad agreement for this. There have been
calls for the length of term of the Assembly to be extended to 5 years, including the
current term; the consultation paper seeks views on this. | have always made clear my
opposition to elected representatives holding office at both Westminster and Stormont.
Although good progress has been made, the consultation paper seeks views on how best
to phase out this practice in line with commitments | made at the general election. Finally,

inclusive government and effective opposition and if so how this can best be achieved,
Hearing the views of as many people as possible will greatly assist the policy formulation

process for these important issues. | hope everyone with an interest plays their part and
can respond by the 23 October 2012 deadline.

f!t Hon Owen Paterson MP

e et o re



CHAPTER 1 SUMMARY — NUMBER OF SEATS IN THE Nl ASSEMBLY

Questlon 1
What should the future size of the Northern Ireland Assembly be?
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Westminster and move to 5-year terms on a permanent basis. it could be argued
that 5-year terms allow incumbent administrations time to deliver more. Others
may feel that 4-year terms are adequate, The Government does not believe that
there needs to be uniformity across the Parliaments and Assemblies of the UK on
this matter. We seek views on what would be the best approach for the Northern
Ireland Assembly.

CHAPTER 2 SUMMARY ~ LENGTH OF ASSEMBLY TERMS

Question 2

Do you believe that there should be combination ot Parllamentary and

Assembly electlons In 2015 or should these be decoupled?
Combnalion ¢y electiown shousd ki placa

Quesgtion 3 '

Do you think the term ot the current Northern ireland Assembly should

be extended from 2015 to 20167 ;'\}0’ :125;' ‘Need— ol |

Question 4
Should the Northern Ireland Assembly move to a fixed 5-year term
permanently?
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MLAs and Peers

3.8  We also seek views an whether any legislation to ban ‘double-jobbing’
between MPs and MLAs should alsc extend to MLAs and members of the House
of Lords. Many, if not all, of the above considerations retating to holding both MP
and MLA offices will also apply.

[CHAPTER 3 SUMMARY - MULTIPLE MANDATES

Question 5

Do you believe that representatives should be prohibited from holding
the ottices of MP and MLA at the same time?

Question §

Shouid MLAs also be prohibited from being members of the House of

Lords? \'I o

uestio
is It better to use primary legislation to ban such practices outright at
the earllest opportunity or to take a power to do so at a later date to
allow space for agreement to be reached?




l so, how can this system best be achieved? )
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