Pupil Absence in England Autumn Term 2010 and Spring Term 2011 Local Authority and School Level Data
Metadata Specification

DESCRIPTION
This document describes the data contained in the 2010/11 autumn term and spring term data file, which contains national, local authority and school level data. 

National file

Information on absence by pupil characteristics.

Local Authority files

Information on absence sessions broken down by reasons for absence, number of persistent absentees and the absence sessions for which persistent absentees are responsible (including comparisons for different rates of absence)

School level file

Information on overall absence and number of persistent absentees and the absence sessions for which persistent absentees are responsible (new definition of 15 per cent).
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Overview

The information contained in the files relate to absence which occurred in the autumn term 2010 and the spring term 2011 and is sourced from the School Census (SC) collected in spring 2011 and summer 2011 from all maintained primary and secondary schools, academies and city technology colleges in England.

Absence data for the combined autumn term 2010 and spring term 2011 have been derived by linking pupil records collected in the spring 2011 SC and summer 2011 SC to give overall two-term totals for the number of possible sessions, number of sessions missed by reason and the number of sessions missed due to authorised and unauthorised absence for each enrolment.

Analyses produced from this data have been published, along with further tables relating to pupil characteristics, at national, regional and local authority level in the Statistical First Release (SFR), TITLE
A full description of the methods used in the collection of this data can be found in the PDF version of the above SFR.

The calculations used the determine the percentages shown in the SFR can be found in Annex B.
File format and conventions

Format

National_Characteristics.csv – rows in this file relate to pupil characteristics

Absence_percentage.csv, Absence_PA.csv and LA_Level_Reasons.csv – rows in these files are identified as each local authority area in England

School_level_file.csv – rows in this file are identified as individual schools in England

Suppression
Enrolment numbers of 1 and 2 have been suppressed and published as “x”.

Coverage

The list below details the school types that are included in the file:

Maintained primary

Maintained secondary

City technology colleges

Primary Academies
Secondary Academies

The above school types have provided individual level attendance data for all pupils aged 5 to 15 (at the start of the academic year) who are non-boarders at the time of the census.

Special schools provide annual absence data in the autumn School Census and are therefore not included in this file.

Information relating to pupil absence counts the number of pupil enrolments rather than the number of pupils.  Where a pupil has moved school throughout the year, they will be counted more than once as they have recorded attendance data in more than one school.  Pupil absence is recorded for the period a pupil is enrolled at a school.  Where a pupil has a dual registration, their absence may be returned from both schools, if both schools return absence data via the School Census.

Abbreviations and definitions
	Abbreviation
	Definition

	LA
	Local Authority

	PA
	Persistent Absentees


Notes for fields
A full list of fields and the order in which they should be shown on the file is given at Annex A.

This section highlights any issues with fields or gives a description of what is included.
Schools are required to take attendance registers twice a day: once at the beginning of the morning session and once during the afternoon session.  Thus a session is defined as being one half-day.

The following reasons are categorised as authorised absence:

llness (NOT medical or dental appointments)

Medical/Dental appointments

Religious Observance

Study Leave

Traveller Absence

Agreed Family Holiday

Agreed Extended Family Holiday

Excluded, no alternative provision

Other Authorised Circumstances

The following reasons are categorised as unauthorised absence:

Family Holiday Not Agreed
Arrived Late
Other Unauthorised Circumstances
No Reason Yet
Authorised absence is absence with permission from a teacher or other authorised representative of the school.  Unauthorised absence is absence without this permission.  This includes all unexplained or unjustified absences.  Arriving late for school, after the register has closed, is recorded as unauthorised absence.

The Department recently reduced the threshold at which a pupil is classified as a persistent absentee (PA) and it is now defined in terms of those missing around 15 per cent overall absence, down from around 20 per cent overall absence.

Across autumn term 2010 and spring term 2011, pupils are classed as PAs if absent for around 15 per cent of all possible sessions (38 or more half days).  Term lengths vary from year to year and this affects PA rates, particularly when looking at data for just one or two terms.

	Field name
	Issue / description

	Number of enrolments
	Number of pupil enrolments in the combined autumn and spring term data

	Total Authorised Absence With Reasons
	Total number of sessions of absence which have been categorised with an authorised reason

	Unclassified Authorised
	Number of sessions of absence which are authorised for which a reason has not been supplied

	Total Authorised Absence Sessions
	Total authorised absence sessions with and without reasons

	Total Unauthorised Absence With Reasons
	Total number of sessions of absence which have been categorised with an unauthorised reason

	Unclassified Unauthorised
	Number of sessions of absence which are unauthorised for which a reason has not been supplied

	Total Unauthorised Absence Sessions
	Total unauthorised absence sessions with and without reasons

	Total Overall Absence With Reasons
	Total number of authorised and unauthorised sessions of absence for which a reason has been supplied

	Total Overall Absence Sessions
	Total number of authorised and unauthorised sessions of absence with and without reasons

	Total Sessions Possible
	Total number of sessions for which an absence is possible

	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)
	Number of enrolments whose total number of sessions of absence equals or exceeds the two-term threshold (in this case 38 sessions)

	Sessions Possible for Persistent Absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)
	Sessions possible for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Authorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)
	Total authorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Unauthorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)
	Total unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Overall Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)
	Total authorised and unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)
	Number of enrolments whose total number of sessions of absence equals or exceeds the two-term threshold (in this case 52 sessions)

	Sessions Possible for Persistent Absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)
	Sessions possible for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Authorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)
	Total authorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Unauthorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)
	Total unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Overall Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)
	Total authorised and unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)
	Number of enrolments whose total number of sessions of absence equals or exceeds the two-term threshold (in this case 32 sessions)

	Sessions Possible for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)
	Sessions possible for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Authorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)
	Total authorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Unauthorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)
	Total unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Overall Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)
	Total authorised and unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)
	Number of enrolments whose total number of sessions of absence equals or exceeds the two-term threshold (in this case 26 sessions)

	Sessions Possible for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)
	Sessions possible for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Authorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)
	Total authorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Unauthorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)
	Total unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Overall Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)
	Total authorised and unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)
	Number of enrolments whose total number of sessions of absence equals or exceeds the two-term threshold (in this case 12 sessions)

	Sessions Possible for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)
	Sessions possible for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Authorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)
	Total authorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Unauthorised Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)
	Total unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees

	Overall Absence Sessions for Persistent Absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)
	Total authorised and unauthorised absence sessions for all enrolments classed as persistent absentees
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Absence_PA.csv
	PA_20_sum
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)

	sess_poss_20_sum
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)

	auth_abs_20_sum
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)

	unauth_abs_20_sum
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)

	overall_absence_20_sum
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (old threshold of 20 per cent)

	PA_15_sum
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_poss_15_sum
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	auth_abs_15_sum
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	unauth_abs_15_sum
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	overall_absence_15_sum
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	PA_12half_sum
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)

	sess_poss_12half_sum
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)

	auth_abs_12half_sum
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)

	unauth_abs_12half_sum
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 12.5 per cent)

	overall_absence_12half_sum
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 12.5 per cent)

	PA_10_sum
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)

	sess_poss_10_sum
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)

	auth_abs_10_sum
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)

	unauth_abs_10_sum
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)

	overall_absence_10_sum
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 10 per cent)

	PA_5_sum
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)

	sess_poss_5_sum
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)

	auth_abs_5_sum
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)

	unauth_abs_5_sum
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)

	overall_absence_5_sum
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (threshold of 5 per cent)


Absence_percentage.csv

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	auth_absence_percent
	Percentage of authorised absence

	unauth_absence_percent
	Percentage of unauthorised absence

	overall_absence_percent
	Percentage of overall absence


LA_Level_Reasons.csv

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_auth_illness
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to illness (not medical or dental)

	sess_auth_appointments
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to medical/dental appointments

	sess_auth_religious
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to religious observance

	sess_auth_study
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to study leave

	sess_auth_traveller
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to traveller absence

	sess_auth_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed family holiday

	sess_auth_ext_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed extended family holiday

	sess_auth_excluded
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to exclusion, no alternative provision

	sess_auth_other
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to other authorised circumstances

	sess_auth_totalreasons
	Total authorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_auth_unclass
	Unclassified authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauth_holiday
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to family holiday not agreed

	sess_unauth_late
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to arriving late

	sess_unauth_other
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to other unauthorised circumstances

	sess_unauth_noyet
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to no reason yet

	sess_unauth_totalreasons
	Total unauthorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_unauth_unclass
	Unclassified unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall_totalreasons
	Total overall absence sessions with reasons


National_Characteristics.csv
	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_authorised_percent
	Percentage of authorised absence

	sess_unauthorised_percent
	Percentage of unauthorised absence

	sess_overall_percent
	Percentage of overall absence

	enrolments_pa_15
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_possible_PA_15
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_authorised_PA_15
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_unauthorised_PA_15
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_overall_PA_15
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_authorised_percent_PA_15
	Percentage authorised absence for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_unauthorised_percent_PA_15
	Percentage unauthorised absence for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_overall_percent_PA_15
	Percentage overall absence for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)


School_level_file.csv

	enrol_sum
	Number of enrolments

	SessionsPossible_sum
	Number of sessions possible

	AuthorisedAbsence_sum
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	UnauthorisedAbsence_sum
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	OverallAbsence_sum
	Number of overall absence sessions

	auth_absence_percent
	Percentage of authorised absence

	unauth_absence_percent
	Percentage of unauthorised absence

	overall_absence_percent
	Percentage of overall absence

	PA_15_sum
	Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	possible_session_pa_15_sum
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	auth_abs_pa_15_sum
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	unauth_abs_pa_15_sum
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	overall_abs_pa_15_sum
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	auth_absence_percent_PA_15
	Percentage authorised absence for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	unauth_absence_percent_PA_15
	Percentage unauthorised absence for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	overall_absence_percent_PA_15
	Percentage overall absence for persistent absentees (new threshold of 15 per cent)

	sess_auth_illness
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to illness (not medical or dental)

	sess_auth_appointments
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to medical/dental appointments

	sess_auth_religious
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to religious observance

	sess_auth_study
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to study leave

	sess_auth_traveller
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to traveller absence

	sess_auth_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed family holiday

	sess_auth_ext_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed extended family holiday

	sess_auth_excluded
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to exclusion, no alternative provision

	sess_auth_other
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to other authorised circumstances

	sess_auth_totalreasons
	Total authorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_auth_unclass
	Unclassified authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauth_holiday
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to family holiday not agreed

	sess_unauth_late
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to arriving late

	sess_unauth_other
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to other unauthorised circumstances

	sess_unauth_noyet
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to no reason yet

	sess_unauth_totalreasons
	Total unauthorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_unauth_unclass
	Unclassified unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall_totalreasons
	Total overall absence sessions with reasons


ANNEX B - Calculations used in the autumn term 2010 and spring term 2011 SFR
Percentage of half days missed due to authorised absence – Total authorised absence sessions expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Percentage of half days missed due to unauthorised absence - Total unauthorised absence sessions expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Percentage of half days missed due to overall absence - Total overall absence sessions expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Percentage of pupil enrolments that are persistent absentees – Number of enrolments classed as persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Number of enrolments.
Percentage of half days missed by persistent absentees due to authorised absence – Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Sessions possible for persistent absentees.
Percentage of half days missed by persistent absentees due to unauthorised absence - Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Sessions possible for persistent absentees.
Percentage of half days missed by persistent absentees due to overall absence - Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Sessions possible for persistent absentees.
Percentage of absence for which persistent absentees are responsible: Authorised absence - Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Total authorised absence sessions.
Percentage of absence for which persistent absentees are responsible: Unauthorised absence - Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Total unauthorised absence sessions.
Percentage of absence for which persistent absentees are responsible: Overall absence - Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees expressed as a percentage of Total overall absence sessions.
Distribution of reasons for absence: Percentage of absent sessions due to:
Individual reasons – Absence for this reason expressed as a percentage of Total Overall Absence With Reasons.

Total Authorised Absence – Total Authorised Absence With Reasons expressed as a percentage of Total Overall Absence With Reasons.

Total Unauthorised Absence – Total Unauthorised Absence With Reasons expressed as a percentage of Total Overall Absence With Reasons.
Total Overall Absence – Total Overall Absence With Reasons expressed as a percentage of Total Overall Absence With Reasons.
Absence rates by reason: Percentage of possible session missed due to:

Individual reasons – Absence for this reason expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Unclassified – Unclassified Authorised/Unauthorised expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Total Authorised Absence – Total Authorised Absence Sessions expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Total Unauthorised Absence – Total Unauthorised Absence Sessions expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
Total Overall Absence – Total Overall Absence Sessions expressed as a percentage of Total Sessions Possible.
