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Thank you for your letter of 9 June on taking forward the Governments transparency
agenda.

Like Waverley, a number of public sector organisations, have already wholeheartedly
embraced the transparency agenda. We have received support from local councils on
their commitment to publishing data and a number of councils have been in touch to let us
know that they are on target to publish spend of £500 and above by January 2011.
Windsor and Maidenhead is just another example of good practice.

The drive to publish data should be the benefit this has to citizens. We want a society
where active and engaged citizens can easily see what decisions have been made and
where their money has been spent locally.

There will, of course, need to be limited exceptions surrounding personal information that
falls under the Data Protection Act, and it is particularly important to protect children, and
other vulnerable people.

Government is looking at a number of legislative options, to take this policy forward, and I
can assure you it is not the Governments intention to make the requirement to publish data
too prescriptive or to encourage any breaches of the law.

The aim is to move councils to a position of proactively publishing data unless there is a
reason not to, rather than vice versa.
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