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Consultation on biomass electricity and  combined heat  & power plants – ensuring sustainability and affordability
Part A: Sustainability Criteria -  closing 30th November
Please use the table below as a template to respond to the consultation. It will help us to record and take account of your views.
Also, please provide evidence for your answers where possible. 

	PERSONAL DETAILS

	Respondent Name: 
Email Address: 
Contact Address: 
Contact Telephone: 
Organisation Name:
Would you like this response to remain confidential? Yes/No (Delete as appropriate)
If yes, please state your reasons:


	Mandatory linkage of criteria with ROC support

	Q1.
	Do you agree power and CHP plants using solid biomass or biogas feedstocks, of 1MWe or above, should be required to meet the sustainability criteria from October 2013 in order to receive ROC support?
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Grandfathering, stability of system and long-term GHG trajectory

	Q2.
	Do you agree that subject to EU or international requirements the sustainability criteria for solid biomass and biogas should be 

i. fixed to 1 April 2020, and
ii. follow the planned GHG emissions trajectories to 2020 set out above for (a) new dedicated biomass, (b) existing dedicated biomass and (c) other biomass plants ?
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Q3. 
	Do you have data you would be willing to share on the potential improvements or changes to different elements of the GHG lifecycle for bioenergy to support setting the tighter target to apply from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2025 for each of the 3 trajectories? 

We are particularly interested in data on:
· Transport (e.g. GHG emissions associated with ship size/capacity);
· Harvesting and processing technologies for feedstocks (e.g. more energy efficient pelletisation);
· Energy used in producing feedstocks (e.g. change fossil to biomass CHP);

· Innovation in feedstock types/performance (e.g. non-intensively produced algae, increased yields from energy crops);

· Fertiliser use;

· Generation efficiencies at power plant, and

· Other.

Please enclose this data with your response.  
Yes (enclosing data)/ No / Nil Response

	Sustainable Forest Management, Land Criteria and role of voluntary & government schemes

	Q4.
	Do you agree that wood when used for a solid or a gaseous fuel, should be required to meet the UK Government’s public procurement policy for wood, and that this should replace the land criteria for solid and gaseous biomass in the particular case of wood?
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Q5.
	Do you agree that energy crops which have been assessed as meeting the  Energy Crops Scheme for England, or its equivalent, should be deemed to meet the land criteria for solid and gaseous biomass? 
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Q6.
	Do you agree that (i) generators using energy crops for solid or gaseous fuel should be required to provide detail on the previous use of the land and (ii) generators using virgin wood for solid and gaseous fuel should be required to provide detail on quality and species?

Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Land Use Change

	Q7. 
	Do you agree that the introduction of sustainable forest management criteria based on the UK Government’s public procurement policy for wood will help address the key land use change issues of: 

i. sustainable harvest rates and carbon stocks;

ii. deforestation;  

iii. biodiversity, and

iv. social concerns?

Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	   Reporting to Ofgem - Independent verification and mass balance approach

	Q8. 
	Do you agree with our proposed changes to the article 54 profiling report, and the circumstances in which it must be provided?   

Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Q9. 
	Do you agree with our approach to:

i.  Allow the use of a mass balance approach for the purpose of demonstrating compliance with the sustainability criteria for solid and gaseous biomass, except where that biomass is woodfuel using category B evidence to demonstrate meeting the UK Government public procurement policy for wood, and 

ii. Require biomass power plants of 1MWe and above to provide a sustainability audit report from an independent verifier, operating to ISAE 3000 standard or equivalent?

Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	UK Biomass & Biogas Carbon Calculator (The B2C2 tool) & Default values

	Q10.
	Do you agree that that power plants of 1MWe or above should use:

i. the greenhouse gas lifecycle tool provided by the UK  Government     and available from the Ofgem website or an alternative lifecycle tool that an independent verifier operating to ISAE 3000 standard, or equivalent, has confirmed is compliant with the recommendations made by European Commission , and 
ii. use actual rather than standard inputs for those elements that the GHG lifecycle result is most sensitive to, namely: (a) fertiliser use, (b) type and amount of energy used in processing and (c) transport distances?
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Q11.
	Do you agree that only power plants below 1MWe,will be able to choose to use high-level default values covering whole feedstock lifecycles as specified within the Renewables Obligation, and are therefore not required to use a GHG modelling tool? 

Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Anaerobic Digestion

	Q12.
	Do you agree that the use of animal manure and animal slurry should be exempt from the GHG emissions and land criteria for solid biomass and biogas and exempt from the requirement to report on the mass/volume used? 

· If you consider other specific types of non-waste biomass also offer low risks and high benefits and should be considered exempt, please provide reasons for your answer.
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Definitions and Clarification

	Q13.
	Do you agree with our proposals for clarification and consistency across the renewables incentives? 
Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:

	Q14.
	Do you agree that solid biomass pellets may contain up to 2% by weight of another solid biomass material for the purpose of binding, without needing to report separately on the sustainability of the binding additive in order to be eligible for ROCs on 100% of the resulting biomass generation from the pellet?

Agree/Disagree/No response

Comments and Evidence:


Please submit your response to biomass@decc.gsi.gov.uk by 30th November.   
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