
History of nuclear generation development timeline 
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1950s: 

Considerable research undertaken in the 
United States, the UK, France, Canada and 

the former Soviet Union into the design and 

construction of commercial nuclear power 

stations.

1953: 

Construction begins on a nuclear power station 

in Calder Hall, Cumbria.

1930s:

Research and the discovery of nuclear fission is 

made

1964: 

• The UK decides to develop Advanced Gas-
cooled Reactor (AGR) technology to succeed 

the Magnox stations as the main source of 

nuclear power in the UK. 

• Five AGR stations were built in England, 

and two in Scotland.

1957: 

Construction of nine full-scale Magnox power 

stations begins. 

1956: 

• Calder Hall is connected to the National Grid, 
becoming the first nuclear power station in the 

world to provide electricity commercially. 

•The reactors at Calder Hall were a prototype of 
the Magnox gas cooled reactor.

1959: 

A second prototype Magnox station at 
Chapelcross in Dumfries and Galloway is 

connected to the National Grid.

February 1995: 

Generation begins at Sizewell B. There have 
been no new nuclear reactors constructed in 

the UK since Sizewell B.

1978: 

It is decided that the Pressurised Water 
Reactor (PWR) option, the most widely used 

nuclear reactor design outside the UK, was 

also the best design to pursue here.

1988: 

Construction of the UK's first PWR, Sizewell B 

in Suffolk, begins after the largest ever UK 

public inquiry (from January 1983 to March 

1985).


