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I have today placed a copy of Sir John Holmes’ interim review of the rules and 

principles governing the award of military medals in the Libraries of both Houses. 

The interim report brings welcome transparency to these arrangements. It finds that 

the overall approach is reasonably based. However, it also identifies areas where it 

is worth considering whether the rules could be applied with greater flexibility and 

transparency. It proposes ways forward to address some past grievances while 

maintaining the distinctive British tradition that military medals are hard earned. I 

hope this will help to draw a line under past campaigns and provide a more open 

decision-making process in future. I welcome the report and have asked Sir John to 

lead a second stage of work to make further recommendations using the principles 

he has proposed to implement his findings. This work will be completed as soon as 

possible in the Autumn. 

 


