
 
 
 
 

 

www.communities.gov.uk 
community, opportunity, prosperity 

 
 
 

 
 
 

          4 November 2010 
The Chief Planning Officer 
Local Planning Authorities in England                
 
 
PUBLICATION OF REVISED CIRCULARS ON HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION 
(HMOS) AND ARTICLE 4 DIRECTIONS  
 
A replacement for Circular 5/10- which relates to planning and HMOs- has been published, 
and can be accessed at 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/circulardwellinghouses. This 
replacement reflects changes to the regulation of HMOs introduced in October 2010 by 
Statutory Instrument 2010/2134 (which made the change of use between a dwelling house 
and a small HMO permitted development). These changes are also explained in my letter 
of 7 September this year.  
 
A replacement Appendix D of Circular 9/95 relating to article 4 directions- which allow local 
planning authorities to withdraw permitted development rights in certain circumstances- 
has also been published, and can be accessed at 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/circularreplacementappendix. 
This replacement reflects changes made to the article 4 direction process introduced in 
April 2010 by SI 2010/654, and changes to compensation arrangements where certain 
permitted development rights are withdrawn introduced in October 2010 by SI 2010/2135.  
 
If you need any further information on planning regulation of HMOs please contact Susan 
Turner (0303 444 1721, susan.turner@communities.gsi.gov.uk), or on article 4 directions 
please contact Tom Bristow (0303 444 1714, tom.bristow@communities.gsi.gov.uk).   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
STEVE QUARTERMAIN 
Chief Planner 
 
 
 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/
mailto:susan.turner@communities.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:tom.bristow@communities.gsi.gov.uk

