
Annex A          our ref: IA/00460/11 
 
1) The top five reasons why a candidate failed their car practical test in the 2009 and 
2010 calendar years 
 
2) The number of dangerous or serious faults incurred on the top five reasons for 
failing a car practical test in the 2009 and 2010 calendar years 
 
You can find the top five reasons why candidates failed their car practical test in the 2009 
and 2010 calendar years in the tables below.  We have also provided you with the number 
of serious and dangerous faults incurred against each reason. 
 

2009 calendar year 

Fault marking 
Number of serious faults 
incurred 

Number of dangerous faults 
incurred 

Junctions 
(observation) 313,402 68,554
Use of mirrors 175,183 33,009
Reverse/left reverse 
(control) 187,373 2,172
Reverse park (control) 178,569 5,355
Move off (safety) 153,864 10,092
   

2010 calendar year 

Fault marking 
Number of serious faults 
incurred 

Number of dangerous faults 
incurred 

Junctions 
(observation) 296,341 65,988
Use of mirrors 172,945 32,827
Reverse park (control) 149,422 3,464
Reverse/left reverse 
(control) 151,329 956
Move off (safety) 140,072 9,368

 
3)  The top five reasons why a candidate failed their car multiple choice theory test 
in the 2009 and 2010 calendar years.  I would like this information to be based on 
candidates that failed the multiple choice element of the theory test and the number 
of incorrect answers they incurred in each topic area.  
 
The pass mark for the car multiple choice theory test is 43 out of 50 and not determined by 
topic area.  Candidates who score below 43 out of 50 will fail the test.  In the table below, 
you can find the top five topic areas where unsuccessful candidates incurred the greatest 
number of incorrect answers in the car multiple choice element of the theory test.  The 
information provided is for 2009 and 2010 calendar years. 
 

Car multiple choice theory test - 2009 calendar year 
Topic area Number of incorrect answers 
Vulnerable road users 611,186
Road and traffic signs 597,835
Safety margins 470,388
Hazard awareness 469,682
Motorway rules 431,863



 
Car multiple choice theory test - 2010 calendar year 

Topic area Number of incorrect answers 
Vulnerable road users 603,361
Road and traffic signs 597,544
Safety margins 464,752
Hazard awareness 459,895
Motorway rules 426,555

 
You can find details of what each topic area covers in Official DSA theory test learning 
materials which can be purchased from the stationary office using the following link: 
http://www.tsoshop.co.uk/bookstore.asp?FO=1162833&trackid=003755  

 
4) The number of car multiple choice theory tests conducted and the number of 
candidates that failed the test in the 2009 and 2010 calendar years 
 
5) The number of car hazard perception tests conducted and the number of 
candidates that failed the test in the 2009 and 2010 calendar years 

 
You can find the number of car multiple choice and hazard perception tests conducted and 
failed for the 2009 and 2010 calendar years in the table below. 

 
 Car theory test 
 Multiple choice test Hazard perception test 

Calendar year 

Number of 
tests 
conducted 

Number of 
tests failed 

Number of 
tests 
conducted 

Number of tests 
failed 

2009 1,357,181 389,407 1,357,181 185,229 
2010 1,340,295 386,950 1,340,295 181,567 

 
 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are 
free to use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-
commercial research, and for any other purpose authorised by an exception in 
current copyright law. Documents (except photographs) can be also used in the UK 
without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use, 
for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  
 
Most documents supplied by the Driving Standards Agency will be protected by 
Crown Copyright. Most Crown copyright information can be re-used under the Open 
Government Licence (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/). For information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright 
information please see The National Archives website -
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-
framework.htm .  
 
Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party. For information about 
obtaining permission from a third party see the Intellectual Property Office’s 
website at www.ipo.gov.uk. 


