TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE FOR SPORTS CLUBS PROMOTING THEIR WORK TO TACKLE HOMOPHOBIA AND TRANSPHOBIA IN SPORT

If you are doing something to raise this issue such as holding an awareness raising event or launching new posters/training then it may be a good opportunity to engage the local press. 
Below is a template which may be a useful starting point.

If you have any good photos don’t forget to send them with the press release 
[CLUB NAME/LOGO]


[ SPORTS CHARTER LOGO]
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[DATE]

 [CLUB NAME] BACKS  ANTI-HOMOPHOBIA AND TRANSPHOBIA CAMPAIGN WITH/BY [details of what you are doing, this could be a event/party, funday, family game, holding a match dedicated to the cause, launch of new training/posters etc]

[club name] is urging fans to show their support to tackle homophobia and transphobia in sport, as they [launch new training session /gear up to welcome fans to event etc].
[Give the details here of what it is you are doing/expand on the first line]

Earlier this year [or specify when e.g. last year, last month]  the [club name] signed the Government Charter for Action and committed to  challenging discrimination and working to rid sport of homophobic and transphobic abuse both on the stands and in the field. Today’s [launch/event] is a further step towards achieving this goal and making sure [club name] is a friendly and welcoming place for everyone.
[insert quote from club and/or governing body here – why is this issue so important to you and how will the event/launch help. Give new information; don’t repeat what has already been said in the rest of the press release].: 

Home Office Minister, Lynne Featherstone said: 

“There is no room for prejudice of any kind, anywhere in sport.  The Government has created a Charter for Action which commits signatories to challenge discrimination and work to rid sport of homophobic and transphobic abuse both on the stands and in the field, so that everyone can take part in and enjoy sport.

“[team name] have joined over [up-to-date number of signatories – email sportscharter@geo.gsi.gov.uk for figure] other organisations and individuals who have signed the charter so far and I thank them for their pledge. Everyone who loves sport should sign the charter and help kick homophobia and transphobia out of sport for good.”

The Charter has a growing list of supporters including Ben Cohen, Billie Jean King and Martina Navratilova, Stephen Fry and David Furnish along with all football clubs in the Premier League and Football League, the Football Association, the Lawn Tennis Association, the England and Wales Cricket Board, the Rugby Football League, the Rugby Football Union and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympics Games. 
Notes to Editors

1. [Include any other relevant details about the event/launch, such as time and place, which do not need to be in the main body of the release..

2. For media enquiries please contact [club contact details].
3. Members of the public can show their support for the campaign by clicking ‘like’ on the ‘I love sport, but hate homophobia and transphobia’ Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/lgbtsportcharter.

