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Prime Minister Cameron and President Obama reaffirm our commitment to 
changing the lives of the 1.2 billion poor people in the world today. Recent 
success and new technologies provide hope and opportunities to accelerate 
progress towards the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 

Combating poverty, mitigating disasters and preventing conflict is morally right 
and is firmly in line with our respective national interests and fundamental values.  
The President and Prime Minister are pleased to announce our collective 
interventions to achieve the best results for the world’s poorest people—advance 
economic growth, prevent conflict in fragile states, improve global health 
particularly for girls and women, and mitigate the effects of climate change. 

 

Economic Growth 

The private sector is the key to stimulating sustainable economic growth, which helps countries pull 
themselves out of poverty.  We will help create the right environment for business, markets and 
investments in education, skills and innovation, in addition to building capable and accountable 
institutions and governments. Together, we will tackle corruption and bribery that prevent resources from 
reaching the people they are intended to help. We will renew our efforts to stimulate trade and regional 
integration – especially in Africa, where the potential is immense.  

We will redouble our collaboration with other countries in the G-20 to promote sustained economic 
growth through the Seoul Multi-Year Action Plan for Development and commit to the promises made at 
L’Aquila to invest heavily in agriculture and nutrition, and ensuring young children have adequate 
nutrition during the initial phase of their lives. Over the next five years, we will: help 18 million vulnerable 
women, children and family members escape the grip of hunger and poverty; prevent stunting and child 
mortality in 17 million undernourished children; generate $2.8 billion agricultural GDP through research 
and development activities; and leverage $70 million in private investment to improve market 
opportunities and links with smallholders. 

 

Conflict and Fragility 

Fragile states pose a significant, yet distinct, development challenge.  As a group, fragile states have not 
achieved a single Millennium Development Goal, and most remain heavily dependent on foreign 
assistance.  The United States and the United Kingdom were among the first to recognize this unique 
development challenge and we are working closely together in countries such as Sudan and Afghanistan 
using the new approaches we have developed. We will strengthen local economies, make job creation a 
priority and ensure that women are involved in every level of the decision-making process.  We will 
promote greater openness in order for citizens to hold their governments and officials accountable, and 
will strengthen civilian policing and local forms of dispute resolution so citizens feel safer.  We are the 

  



  

two largest humanitarian aid donors and are coordinating our operations to help vulnerable countries to 
prepare for disasters and to enhance their resilience. We will continue to work together to improve 
international responses and to encourage other donors to bear their share of responsibility.  In all of our 
programmes, we will measure the results we achieve so that we base our investment and policy 
decisions on solid evidence. 

 

Aid Effectiveness – Accountability, Transparency and Results 

The United States and the United Kingdom believe the quantity of our aid must be seen as equal in 
importance to its quality and we must be open, transparent and accountable in how we are spending our 
taxpayers’ money. Together, we have put in place mechanisms such as the UK Aid Transparency 
Guarantee and the U.S. Foreign Assistance Dashboard so the public – both at home and abroad – are 
able to access clear, comparable information about our aid programs.  In so doing, we will help 
individuals understand the results being achieved, provide developing countries a stronger voice, and 
encourage other donors to follow our lead. We will ensure that the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in November 2011 transforms the way bilateral aid is delivered around the world and we 
will continue to work together to strengthen multilateral organisations. 

 

Global Health 

Twenty first century technology and innovation can help us achieve our development goals. We will 
continue to work together, not least at the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisations (GAVI) 
Replenishment Conference in June, and to ensure the GAVI Alliance has the resources it needs to do its 
job. The introduction of new and underused vaccines could result in another 250 million children being 
immunized and prevent four million childhood deaths by 2015.  We will also work to increase the level of 
care given to pregnant women and newborn babies by supporting the UN Secretary-General’s Global 
Strategy for Women and Children.  Our alliance with Australia and the Gates Foundation should help 
100 million more women meet their need for modern family planning by 2015.   

 

Girls and Women 

Women disproportionately bear the burden of poverty as they own only 10 percent of the world’s 
property and represent two-thirds of the developing world’s illiterate.  But we know that investing in girls 
and women has transformative impacts on growth and poverty reduction.  It is also cost-effective as 
women tend to invest returns in their families and communities. Over the next five years, our investments 
alone will: save the lives of at least 50,000 women in pregnancy and childbirth; get more than five million 
girls into primary and secondary school; help 18 million women to access financial services and; do more 
to prevent violence towards women in at least 15 countries. 

 

Climate Change 

Without urgent global action, climate change could reverse our hard-won gains and increase the risk of 
insecurity and fragility in many parts of the world. The United States and the United Kingdom therefore 
continue to seek to hold the increase in temperature below two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels. We also continue to work towards implementing the key agreements reached in Cancun, 
including making the very best use of the climate financing and encouraging innovation that will help the 
poorest countries get on a climate resilient, low emissions path to sustainable economic growth and 
development.  By employing existing technologies, such as drought and flood resistant crops, and new 
ways of delivery clean and affordable energy, we will work with the private sector and other stakeholders 
to ramp up investments in clean technologies while protecting the world’s precious forests and rich 
biodiversity. Our support for the REDD+ partnership will increase the incomes of the 1.2 billion of the 
world’s poorest people who depend on forests for their livelihoods.


