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Industrial Strategy: government and industry in partnership

Offshore Wind Sector Strategy

A Call for Views
January 2013
Developing an offshore wind sector strategy
BIS Secretary of State Vince Cable has set out his vision for the future of British industry and committed to a long term, strategic partnership between Government and industry.  DECC Secretary of State Edward Davey has welcomed the proposals, particularly their potential to enhance low carbon infrastructure in the UK.

As part of this Government-wide industrial strategy programme, a series of collaborative, challenging sector strategies will be developed.  One of these sector strategies will focus on offshore wind – a sector where Government intends to establish a strategic partnership with industry to have real impact on economic growth.  The strategy aims to promote innovation, investment and economic growth in the UK-based supply chain for offshore wind.
The sector strategy will be developed for business – to have an impact on business strategy and investment decisions.  And it will be co-created with business – with industry taking a core role in shaping development and delivery.  It will set out where we are now, where we want to get to and how we will get there.  And it will be action oriented – with specific commitments from Government and industry.
We want you to be involved:  input to the strategy 
We are looking for evidence and information on what needs to be done in the offshore wind sector – by Government and by business – and are conducting this call for views to help gather that information.  Overleaf are a number of questions exploring areas that are likely to be covered in the industrial strategy – we would welcome your thoughts on any question on which you, or your organisation, have experience.

We recognise that not all of the questions will be relevant to your organisation or may not cover all of your views/experiences in the offshore wind sector.  Please feel free to add comments or statements in the ‘Any other Comments’ box as your views are important to us.
Confidentiality and data protection 
At the end of the questions, we ask you to indicate the level of confidentiality which you wish us to apply to your response.  The following paragraphs summarise the implications of the access to information regimes such as the Freedom of Information Act.

Information provided in response to this call for views, including personal information, may be subject to publication or release to other parties or to disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004).  If you want information, including personal data that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. 

In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard any information you have provided as confidential.  If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.  An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.
How to submit responses
Please return your responses to offshorewindstrategy@bis.gsi.gov.uk by 4 February 2013.  Responses received after this date will still be read and considered but may not influence our initial analysis.  Below each question, there is a box for your answer.  For yes / no questions, you can double-click then click on ‘checked’ to indicate your answer.  It is helpful if you also explain your views as fully as possible.
If you would like to discuss any of the questions, or find out more about the planned sector strategy, please contact one of the following team members:
Hannah Mummery (Wed, Thurs)

hannah.mummery@bis.gsi.gov.uk
Tel 020 7215 8030
Rachel Egan
(Wed – Fri)

rachel.egan2@bis.gsi.gov.uk
Tel 020 7215 2226
Alan Morgan

alan.morgan@decc.gsi.gov.uk
Tel 0300 068 6142

Carolyn Campbell

carolyn.campbell@bis.gsi.gov.uk
Tel 020 7215 3991
	Your name, organisation (if applicable) and contact details

Please specify if you are responding as an individual rather than representing the views of an organisation.

	

	Business sector

Please specify your sector:

· developer

· wind turbine manufacture (WTM)

· foundation manufacture (FM)

· cable manufacture (CM)

· substation topside manufacture (STM)

· installation service
· operations and maintenance
· supplier to WTM, FM, CM or STM

· business representative organisation / trade body

· other – please specify



	

	Business size

Please specify your business size:

· Micro business (up to 9 staff)

· Small business (10 to 49 staff)

· Medium business (50 to 250 staff)

· Large business (over 250 staff)


	

	Business operations

Please state what UK facilities (if any) your company currently operates that supply the offshore wind market or could supply the offshore wind market.  If offshore wind is not your main business sector, please state the other sector(s) in which you do significant business.

	

	Building a competitive UK-based offshore wind supply chain – general questions

	1. In what areas does the UK-based offshore wind supply chain excel and why do you think this is?


	

	2. In what areas does the UK-based offshore wind supply chain fall short and why do you think this is?


	

	3. What do you think are the key drivers (or contributing factors) to building a competitive UK-based supply chain?  Please comment on whether you think these drivers are in place and, if not, how you think that can be addressed.



	

	4. Are there significant barriers to entry for new potential suppliers to the offshore wind market?  If so, we would welcome information on what the barriers are and your suggestions for how they can be addressed.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure

Comments:



	5. Are there significant barriers to your company developing existing or new facilities in the UK to serve the offshore wind market?  If so, we would welcome information on what the barriers are and your suggestions for how they can be addressed.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure

Comments:



	6. What are the key factors that your company considers when deciding on where to locate new facilities?


	

	7. Is UK support for the offshore wind supply chain focused correctly to meet the needs of the sector?  Please explain your view and your suggestions for maintaining or improving the current support which includes: support for offshore wind manufacturing at ports sites in the assisted areas of England, POWERS fund – Prototyping for Offshore Wind Energy Renewables Scotland, Regional Growth Fund and Advanced Manufacturing Supply Chain Initiative.  Innovation support is covered separately in the next section.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure

Comments:



	8. Do you have confidence in the Offshore Wind Developers Forum’s vision of over 50% UK content being met?  Please explain your view and your suggestions for enabling this vision to be reached (if not already covered in your answers above).



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure

Comments:



	Innovation, technology development and knowledge transfer

	9. To what extent is an active UK innovation environment and support important to your company’s UK activities?  Please indicate whether you are engaged, or plan to be engaged, in innovation in offshore wind related technologies.


	

	10. Is UK public sector support for innovation (eg support from DECC, Scottish Enterprise, Technology Strategy Board, Energy Technologies Institute and Carbon Trust) focused correctly to meet the needs of the sector?  Please explain your view and your suggestions for maintaining or improving innovation support.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
Comments:



	11. Are there sufficient onshore and offshore test sites to test and demonstrate products and components for the offshore wind market?  Please explain your view and your suggestions for addressing any gaps.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
Comments:



	Skills

	12. Is there a current shortage of skilled workers in the sector?  If so, we would welcome information on the extent and nature of the shortage and what is causing it.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure

Comments:


	13. Do you foresee a future shortage of skilled workers when Round 3 starts its  construction phase /operating stage?  If so, we would welcome your view on what should be done – by government or industry – to address the issues.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
Comments:



	Procurement

	14. Do procurement practices in the industry create any barriers to UK-based supply chain companies winning contracts?  Please explain your view and your suggestions for addressing any issues.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
Comments:


	15. Are you made aware of procurement opportunities in sufficient time to submit a tender?  We would welcome ideas on what can be done to give sufficient sight of contract opportunities.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
Comments:



	Access to finance

	16. Are there barriers to accessing finance for investment in existing / new facilities by offshore wind supply chain companies?  If so, what are they and your suggestions on how they can be addressed?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
Comments:


	Export potential

	17. What should be done – by government or industry – to assist the UK-based supply chain to export and win more business overseas?


	

	UK content in offshore wind farm development
This section is directed to developers.

	18.  What would be a realistic long term goal for UK content in offshore wind farm projects for 2030 (bearing in mind the Offshore Wind Developers Forum’s current vision of over 50% UK content)?  Please explain your view.


	

	19. Do you stipulate a requirement for UK content in your tender documents?  If so, we would welcome information on what you stipulate and how you use the information in your procurement decisions. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure

Comments:



	20. What actions do you take to open up your procurement opportunities to UK-based suppliers and to facilitate the ability of UK-based suppliers to bid successfully for your contracts?



	

	21. What further actions could you take to open up your procurement opportunities to UK-based suppliers and to facilitate the ability of UK-based suppliers to bid successfully for your contracts?


	

	Summary

	22. What is the one thing each of the following players should do to enable growth in the UK-based supply chain for the offshore wind market (feel free to pick a suggestion made earlier in the questionnaire):
- Government

- Developers

- Supply chain

	

	Any other comments

	

	Commercial sensitivity

Please indicate the level of confidentiality which you wish us to apply to your response.  You could ask for all parts of your response to be treated with the same level of confidentiality or request a different level of confidentiality for your responses to different questions.  We suggest you do this by putting your text in the following formats:

· Response should remain confidential to Government

· Response may be used or quoted outside Government but not attributable to you or your organisation

· Response may be used or quoted outside Government and attributed to you


	


© Crown Copyright 2013
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. Visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available from www.gov.uk/bis
Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to:

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

1 Victoria Street

London SW1H 0ET

Tel: 020 7215 5000

If you require this publication in an alternative format, email enquiries@bis.gsi.gov.uk, or call 020 7215 5000.
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