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Regulatory Clearance Process 

This process should be followed for consultation and final stage impact assessments 
(IAs) for proposals that require RRC consideration (i.e. all regulatory and 

deregulatory proposals) 

RPC Issues the Opinion. 
Opinion is: 

‘IA not fit for purpose’ – STOP 

‘IA fit for purpose’ amber rating – make 
changes before proceeding 

‘IA fit for purpose’ green rating – PROCEED 

 The Better Regulation Team will 
send the IA to the RPC  

You have to write to PM and 
DPM 4 days in advance if your 
policy is NOT in one of these 
three categories. 
1) Directly delivering a 

Programme for Govt or 
Business Plan 
commitment. 

2) European negotiation or 

Draft the IA - Get your local 
economists involved from the 

beginning 

DfT Internal Clearances 

Economist Peer Review and Better 
Regulation 

Send your IA to the BR Team who will 
organise these clearances 

Legal – if 
required 

Regulatory Policy Committee 
(RPC) 

Independent body that scrutinise 
the quality of the IA 

If the measure is an 

External Clearances 

implementation. 
3)	 Government response to a 

Select Committee or 
similar report; or 
legislative amendments to 

Inform your Minister 

They will need to write to the RRC 
if they wish to proceed 

‘In’, the RRC letter 
has to include an 
offsetting ‘Out’. 
The letter should 
also address any 
RPC concerns. 

You will also need to submit to 
the relevant Cabinet policy 
Committee in parallel to the 
RRC. You should check which 
one with Cabinet Office. 

Reducing Regulation 
Committee (RRC) 

Cabinet Committee tasked with 
providing policy clearance 


