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Mid-sized Businesses in France 

General Background on Data and Statistics

· This note summarises statistics about the Mid-sized Business (MSB) sector in France.  Mid-sized Businesses (MSB) are defined as those with a turnover of between €25m and €500m.

· Statistics about this sector were obtained from the Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques (INSEE; National Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies) of France.  Amongst many other data sources, INSEE collates business statistics in the Système Unifié de Statistique d’Entreprises (SUSE), which itself is the product of combining fiscal information about industrial and commercial businesses, and statistics from the annual business survey (l’enquête annuelle d’entreprises). 

· Only business with an after-tax turnover of at least €76,300 are included in SUSE.  Smaller enterprises are recorded in Micro-Business Database (fichier des micro entreprises), available since 2000. 

· The statistics presented in this report refer to the whole of France.  Statistics are based on aggregations that avoid double counting of intra-firm transactions.
· SUSE does not record information about the following sectors:
· Agriculture, forestry and fishing

· Financial services activities 

· Public administration

· In addition, French law does not allow the dissemination of statistics relating to the defence sector.

· In 2003, the industrial classification NACE (nomenclature d'activités de la communauté européenne) 1993 was replaced by a new classification, NAF rev. 1.  The latter corresponds to NACE (nomenclature d'activités de la communauté européenne) rev 1.1, which is also used in the other comparison countries.

· The statistics obtained for this study refer to 1997, 2000, 2003 and 2007.  For 2003 and 2007, statistical breakdowns were obtained using both, the original NAF and NAF rev 1.

· The expressions ‘business’ and ‘enterprise’ are used interchangeably in this note. 

1.1
Size and Sector Distribution of MSB in 2007 

· In 2007, there were 2.5m enterprises with after-tax turnover of €76,200 or more in France.  Just under 14,000 (or 0.6%) of these enterprises reported a turnover of between €25m and €500m.

· Mid-sized enterprises accounted for 25 per cent of total employment and 30.5 per cent of total turnover. 

· All three indicators had increased gradually, but steadily since 1997, when 0.3 per cent of French businesses were MSBs, accounting for 19 per cent of employment and 21 per cent of turnover.

· In 2009, 29 per cent of MSB were in manufacturing, accounting for 33 per cent of employment and 32 per cent of turnover in that sector.  Services, in contrast, contributed 62 per cent of businesses, 57 per cent of employment and 59 per cent of turnover in that sector. 

· Compared to the overall average in 2007, MSB were numerically over-represented in all production industries, except for construction, and in the information and communication sector (cp. Table A1).  

· In terms of employment, MSB were also over-represented
 in all production sectors, except for construction, and in the information and communication sector.

· In terms of turnover, MSB were over-represented again in the information and communication sector and in all production sectors, except for construction and, on this occasion, also mining and quarrying.

· The pattern of (over-)representation in 2003 was very similar to that of 2007, with the exception of the Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles sector, which was numerically (but not in terms of employment or turnover) overrepresented in 2003, but not in 2007.  For the above 2007 and 2003 statistics, see T3 in the 2007rev2 and 2003rev2 worksheets.
APPENDIX

	Table A.1
NAF concentration of enterprises by turnover category

Less than €25m
	€25m – less than €500m
	€500m+

	Mining and quarrying 

(1.0; 1.2, 1.6)
	Mining and quarrying 

(5.2, 1.2, 0.9)
	Manufacturing 

(1.3, 0.7, 1.1)

	Construction

(1.0, 1.4, 2.0)


	Manufacturing 

(3.9, 1.9, 2.0)
	Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation activities 

(78.8, 2.6, 9.1) 

	Accommodation and food service activities

(1.0, 1.4, 2.1)
	Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 

(3.9, 5.2, 3.0)
	Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 

(3.7, 20.3, 10.9)

	Real estate activities

((1.0; 1.2; 1.6)
	Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation activities 

(7.7, 3.1, 2.0)
	Construction 

(0.5, 2.1, 1.3)

	Professional, scientific and technical activities 

(1.0, 1.3, 1.4)
	Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles 

(1.9, 1.0, 1.0)
	Transport and storage 

(0.9, 3.5, 1.7)

	Administrative and support service activities 

(1.0, 0.8, 1.2) 
	Transport and storage

(1.2, 1.1, 0.9)
	Information and communication 

(1.1, 1.1, 1.3)

	Education 

(1.0, 1.5, 2.3)
	Information and communication 

(1.8, 1.7, 1.6)
	Administrative and support service activities 

(1.2, 0.2, 1.6) 

	Human health and social work activities

(1.0, 1.6, 2.5)
	Administrative and support service activities 

(1.0, 1.2, 1.0)
	Arts, entertainment and recreation 

(1.6, 0.0, 5.2)

	Arts, entertainment and recreation 

(1.0, 1.6, 1.3)
	
	


Note: Figures in brackets are quotients of ‘turnover category MSB-to-All MSB’ for the number of enterprises, aggregate employment and aggregate turnover (‘performance categories’).  Only sectors with at least one quotient greater than 1.1 are reported.  Quotients are reported in sequence: number, employment, turnover. 
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








� All statistics reported here can be found in the accompanying excel spreadsheet FRA MIDSIZED 1997-2007.xls.  The specific statistics reported here are held in the 2007rev worksheet of that spreadsheet (Table T1). 


� Sectors with quotients below 1.2 are excluded to allow for the increased margin of error as a result of missing data, and for consistency across the country reports.
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