
The table below provides information of approved work permits and First Permissions broken down 
by occupation and the 20 most frequent nationalities covering periods 1 January 2000 to  
31 December 2004.   
 
Note: Work permits are issued to people who enter the country to take work, whereas 'First 
Permission' refers to those who are already in the country but do not hold a work permit when their 
application to work is approved. 
 
Work Permits and First Permissions Approved 2000-2004 
 

  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 
ACCOUNTANT 2,531 3,186 1,944 1,647 1,432 10,740 
ACTOR (FILM) 116 115 100 150 142 623 
ACTOR (THEATRE) 98 105 102 109 110 524 
ACTOR (TV) 47 37 20 32 21 157 
ACTUARY 262 245 153 77 87 824 
ACUPUNCTURIST 12 23 33 40 27 135 
ADVERTSING/P.R. MANAGER 37 66 55 40 39 237 
ADVOCATE 0 1 2 2 3 8 
AIRCRAFT ENGINEER 0 74 29 141 127 371 
AIRLINE PILOT 28 27 33 21 15 124 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL COACH 0 0 0 3 7 10 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL PLAYER 0 0 0 0 59 59 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL TECH 0 0 0 0 5 5 
ANALYST PROGRAMMER 0 3,213 4,008 2,103 2,495 11,819 
ANIMAL GUT REMOVER - SBS 0 0 0 117 10 127 
ANIMATOR 8 36 28 60 33 165 
ARCHITECT 272 482 546 548 596 2,444 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN 18 55 97 98 77 345 
ASSISTANT DENTIST 160 116 138 104 69 587 
ASSISTANT OPTOMETRIST 0 2 1 1 0 4 
ATTORNEY 73 51 45 44 34 247 
AUDIOLOGIST 0 6 52 39 46 143 
AUDITING 210 272 313 247 268 1,310 
BANK MANAGER 30 65 57 32 21 205 
BAR STAFF - SBS 0 0 0 156 617 773 
BARRISTER 2 2 4 0 0 8 
BASKETBALL COACH 6 6 3 2 1 18 
BASKETBALL DEV OFFICER 2 1 0 0 0 3 
BASKETBALL PLAYER 93 80 78 91 69 411 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENTIST 13 47 88 99 108 355 
BOXER 16 23 9 22 21 91 
BOXING COACH 1 1 1 0 1 4 
BUSINESS ANALYST 0 747 1,052 600 552 2,951 
CAMERA PERSON (TV/FILM) 12 13 14 17 58 114 
CAPTAIN 6 20 7 15 14 62 
CATERING MANAGER 15 31 51 35 36 168 
CHEF 568 2,510 5,724 7,663 6,448 22,913 
CHEF (NVQ2 &BELOW) - SBS 0 0 0 253 642 895 
CHEMICAL ENGINEER 55 63 39 32 26 215 
CHICK SEXER 7 4 4 4 1 20 
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 10 8 6 7 6 37 
CHIROPRACTOR 53 41 14 27 24 159 



  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 
CHOREOGRAPHER 33 29 33 46 44 185 
CIRCUS ARTISTE 32 51 89 129 86 387 
CIRCUS RIGGER 0 0 0 0 1 1 
CIVIL/STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 86 181 297 174 171 909 
CLEANER OF PREMISES - SBS 0 0 0 261 1,605 1,866 
COACH (OTHER) 58 60 52 62 46 278 
COLD STORE OPERATIVE -SBS 0 0 0 7 13 20 
COMEDIAN 70 75 92 89 93 419 
COMMENTATOR 8 2 5 6 15 36 
COMMODITY BROKER 5 8 4 3 6 26 
COMPOSER 6 10 13 11 16 56 
COMPUTER ENGINEER 396 616 373 387 601 2,373 
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER 1,055 1,089 557 354 1,037 4,092 
CONCIERGE STAFF - SBS 0 0 0 10 38 48 
CONDUCTOR 114 114 115 89 72 504 
CRICKET COACH 28 22 20 28 34 132 
CRICKET PLAYER 367 413 534 526 430 2,270 
CRICKET PLAYER/COACH 0 0 0 0 59 59 
DANCER (BALLET) 77 82 96 97 71 423 
DANCER (CONTEMPORARY) 7 13 11 15 17 63 
DANCER (OTHER) 112 102 134 130 105 583 
DATABASE SPECIALIST 0 210 275 131 111 727 
DENTAL ANAESTHETIST 2 8 15 5 4 34 
DENTAL NURSE 0 18 39 38 42 137 
DENTAL SURGEON 197 261 274 223 162 1,117 
DIETICIAN 19 42 69 49 54 233 
DIRECTOR (FILM) 69 64 56 100 79 368 
DIRECTOR (THEATRE) 33 25 36 40 23 157 
DIRECTOR MUSIC 0 0 0 0 6 6 
DIRECTOR TV 0 0 0 0 9 9 
DISC JOCKEY 301 389 328 310 202 1,530 
DOCTOR 0 838 2,439 3,264 4,317 10,858 
EDITOR (FILM) 22 32 39 37 34 164 
EDITOR (MUSIC) 3 12 23 7 9 54 
EDITOR (TV) 18 23 24 20 28 113 
ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONIC ENG 206 389 355 252 218 1,420 
ELECTRONIC AND OPTO-ELECT 0 3 17 10 2 32 
ELECTRONIC ENGINEER 55 134 106 101 74 470 
FARM MANAGER 1 2 7 2 15 27 
FARM WORKER 76 40 120 83 44 363 
FASHION (MODEL) 1,023 1,238 1,077 738 683 4,759 
FASHION (OTHR RELATE OCC) 35 63 117 157 270 642 
FISH FILLETER - SBS 0 0 0 155 266 421 
FISH PACKER - SBS 0 0 0 262 228 490 
FITNESS CONSULTANT 0 4 7 6 9 26 
FOOD SERVICE OP - SBS 0 0 0 209 719 928 
FOOTBALL MANAGER/COACH 0 0 0 1 0 1 
FOOTBALL PLAYER 76 56 50 53 50 285 
GENERAL MANAGER 681 1,005 597 388 389 3,060 
GEOLOGIST 54 70 77 64 56 321 
GROOM 22 225 493 766 625 2,131 



  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 
GYMNAST 8 2 3 2 6 21 
GYMNASTS COACH 25 26 25 17 18 111 
HEAD CHEF 135 340 669 1,093 969 3,206 
HELICOPTER PILOT 2 6 3 4 8 23 
HOCKEY COACH 4 2 4 3 4 17 
HOCKEY PLAYER 4 1 8 6 7 26 
HOSPITAL CONSULTANT 0 31 76 141 169 417 
HOTEL MANAGER 49 43 89 101 187 469 
HOUSEKEEPER - SBS 0 0 0 165 279 444 
ICE HOCKEY COACH 5 3 3 3 1 15 
ICE HOCKEY PLAYER 78 65 85 64 46 338 
ICE SKATER 5 7 11 6 2 31 
ICE SKATER COACH 2 2 0 0 0 4 
INAPPROPRIATE OCCUPATION-SBS (GEN) 0 0 0 0 3 3 
INNAPPROPRIATE OCCUPATION-SBS (HOSP) 0 0 0 0 8 8 
INSURANCE BROKER 28 48 51 33 45 205 
INTERPRETER/TRANSLATOR 25 68 66 62 37 258 
INVESTMENT ANALYST 109 211 84 59 92 555 
INVESTMENT MANAGER 69 97 48 37 38 289 
IT ARCHITECT (SENIOR) 0 0 22 32 13 67 
IT MANAGER 0 343 372 341 319 1,375 
JOCKEY 4 12 8 15 19 58 
JOCKEY (WORK RIDER) 8 33 76 88 149 354 
KABADDI PLAYER 0 0 0 0 77 77 
KIRTAN PERFORMER 0 0 0 0 2 2 
KITCHEN ASSISTANT - SBS 0 0 0 1,226 4,568 5,794 
LACROSSE DEV OFFICER 22 39 39 47 49 196 
LACROSSE PLAYER 10 0 0 0 0 10 
LAIRAGEMAN - SBS 0 0 0 13 25 38 
LAWYER 456 543 322 247 277 1,845 
LECTURER ( UNIVERSITY) 656 658 795 933 928 3,970 
LEGAL EXECUTIVE 27 55 34 42 46 204 
MAGICIAN 2 1 1 2 3 9 
MAGICIANS ASSISTANT 2 1 0 0 1 4 
MANAGER (ENT RELATED) 27 84 48 54 66 279 
MARKETING/SALES MANAGER 928 1,503 1,245 1,170 1,143 5,989 
MARTIAL ARTS COACH 3 2 10 7 8 30 
MATERIALS ENGINEER 23 53 38 27 22 163 
MC (MASTER OF CEREMONIES) 0 0 0 0 2 2 
MEAT BONE BREAKER - SBS 0 0 0 111 125 236 
MEAT BONE EXTRACTOR - SBS 0 0 0 259 76 335 
MEAT CUTTER - SBS 0 0 0 327 593 920 
MEAT PACKER - SBS 0 0 0 207 138 345 
MEAT SLAUGHTERER - SBS 0 0 0 213 68 281 
MEATPROCESSOPERATIVE-SBS 0 0 0 919 1,725 2,644 
MECHANICAL ENGINEER 84 227 241 182 210 944 
MEDICAL PRACTITIONER 580 938 603 412 206 2,739 
MERCHANT BANKER 0 4 1 3 5 13 
MIDWIFE 92 90 95 102 87 466 
MOTOR SPORTS DRIVER 29 22 19 20 13 103 
MUSHROOM PROCESSOR - SBS 0 0 0 965 1,040 2,005 



  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 
MUSICIAN 812 819 881 736 716 3,964 
NETWORK SPECIALIST 0 399 604 261 202 1,466 
NURSE 15,040 24,263 28,642 29,490 29,093 126,528 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST 115 167 250 206 235 973 
OPTICIAN 91 121 103 89 92 496 
OTHER CONSTRUCT/LAND OCCS 347 433 638 784 612 2,814 
OTHER HOTEL CAT OCCS 1,064 1,379 2,243 2,604 1,868 9,158 
OTHER IT RELATED OCCUPAT 9,723 9,220 6,935 7,140 9,462 42,480 
OTHER LEGAL OCCUPATION 553 465 553 544 622 2,737 
OTHER MGR RELATED OCCUPAT 14,971 13,308 12,670 13,447 14,676 69,072 
OTHR AGRICULTURAL OCCUP 268 610 885 937 463 3,163 
OTHR EDU/CULT OCCUPATION 1,072 1,117 1,114 1,332 1,276 5,911 
OTHR ENGINEER OCCUPATION 4,346 4,555 5,140 4,430 4,174 22,645 
OTHR ENT RELATED OCCUP 338 315 381 381 386 1,801 
OTHR FINANCIAL OCCUPATION 4,405 4,421 3,807 3,707 4,974 21,314 
OTHR HEALTH/MEDICAL OCC 3,347 3,801 7,004 10,672 13,669 38,493 
OTHR SPORTS RELATED OCCUP 55 85 150 190 225 705 
OTHR TRANSPORT RELATE OCC 183 261 332 329 383 1,488 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT 53 80 110 101 73 417 
PERSONNEL/TRAINING MGR 107 165 114 104 80 570 
PHARMACIST 579 575 620 622 644 3,040 
PHOTOGRAPHER 0 0 0 0 12 12 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 196 324 427 441 459 1,847 
POLO GROOM 0 0 0 0 361 361 
POLO PLAYER 27 52 119 102 107 407 
POLO TRAINER 14 31 71 59 65 240 
PRESENTER 29 47 28 20 24 148 
PROCESS OPERATIVES - SBS 0 0 0 229 230 459 
PRODUCER (FILM) 50 56 37 72 52 267 
PRODUCER (MUSIC) 0 0 0 0 12 12 
PRODUCER (TV) 111 110 146 159 117 643 
PRODUCTION ACCOUNTANT 0 0 0 0 2 2 
PROJECT MANAGER 471 994 909 749 990 4,113 
PSYCHIATRIST 119 219 241 215 191 985 
PSYCHOLOGIST 53 47 63 66 46 275 
PURCHASING MANAGER 44 38 41 39 28 190 
RACQUET SPORT COACH 2 1 2 1 7 13 
RACQUET SPORT PLAYER 3 7 10 4 4 28 
RADIOGRAPHER 74 166 401 434 511 1,586 
RAIL ENG (STRUCT/BRIDGE) 0 0 4 4 12 20 
RAIL ENG (TRANS/H'WAY) 0 0 5 6 16 27 
RAILWAY ENGINEER 0 0 61 51 55 167 
RECEPTION STAFF - SBS 0 0 0 102 242 344 
RECEPTIONIST 8 17 32 36 46 139 
RESEARCHER 3,246 3,931 4,140 4,096 4,203 19,616 
RESEARCHERS-SPONSORED 0 0 0 0 69 69 
RESTAURANT MANAGER 35 105 270 379 442 1,231 
ROAD CREW 0 0 3 3 15 21 
ROOM ATTENDANT - SBS 0 0 0 386 1,730 2,116 
RUGBY LEAGUE COACH 9 4 3 4 1 21 
RUGBY LEAGUE PLAYER 109 54 52 50 37 302 



  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 
RUGBY UNION COACH 1 6 12 5 14 38 
RUGBY UNION PLAYER 53 62 71 35 43 264 
SECOND CHEF 38 193 858 1,301 1,073 3,463 
SHEEP SHEARER 59 76 62 48 53 298 
SHIP RELATED OCCUPATION 25 45 61 43 35 209 
SINGER 504 550 505 525 459 2,543 
SKILLED CRAFTSMEN 0 0 73 191 219 483 
SNOOKER PLAYER 16 17 18 16 4 71 
SNOW SPORTS RELATE OCCUP 1 1 4 1 0 7 
SOCIAL WORKER 187 379 640 942 1,050 3,198 
SOFTWARE ENGINEER 3,006 5,603 6,768 5,332 6,777 27,486 
SOLICITOR 284 321 290 284 297 1,476 
SPEECH THERAPIST 51 78 70 67 41 307 
SPEEDWAY 27 38 34 32 29 160 
STOCK BROKER 12 11 7 16 6 52 
SURVEYOR 130 278 311 320 288 1,327 
SYSTEM ANALYST 3,606 4,435 3,760 3,336 2,269 17,406 
TEACHER FOREIGN CIRC 89 102 211 143 125 670 
TEACHER(SCHOOL/COLLEGE) 1,238 5,880 8,353 6,463 5,083 27,017 
TECHNICIAN ( TV) 5 13 13 15 19 65 
TECHNICIAN (FILM) 32 29 24 73 160 318 
TECHNICIAN (MUSIC) 15 12 16 22 30 95 
TECHNICIAN (THEATRE) 9 20 8 14 20 71 
TRADER 187 203 144 118 134 786 
TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS ENG 0 0 0 11 37 48 
TREASURER/FINANCIAL MGR 152 197 85 71 45 550 
TRIMMER - SBS 0 0 0 246 118 364 
TV CONSULTANT 5 8 8 6 4 31 
VETERINARY SURGEON 169 600 305 240 177 1,491 
WAITER/WAITRESS 23 67 219 425 436 1,170 
WAITING STAFF - SBS 0 0 0 659 1,601 2,260 
WATER ENGINEER 0 0 0 1 3 4 
WATER SPORTS RELATE OCCUP 3 2 4 4 8 21 
WRESTLER 15 15 12 19 7 68 
WRITER 18 32 39 34 43 166 
Total 85,638 117,389 132,335 141,204 156,275 632,840 

 



 
 By Nationality: 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total 
INDIA 17,273 25,883 29,655 32,025 42,617 147,453 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 15,935 15,067 12,836 11,299 12,114 67,251 
PHILIPPINES 7,392 11,183 12,742 13,922 13,318 58,557 
SOUTH AFRICA 6,142 10,687 13,212 11,294 10,009 51,344 
AUSTRALIA 5,227 7,641 8,007 7,444 6,565 34,884 
CHINA PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF 2,239 3,239 4,481 5,655 6,471 22,085 
JAPAN 3,598 4,020 3,837 3,297 3,185 17,937 
PAKISTAN 1,165 2,122 3,039 4,151 5,957 16,434 
ZIMBABWE 1,411 2,701 3,793 3,846 3,974 15,725 
NEW ZEALAND 2,157 3,317 3,350 2,885 2,342 14,051 
Others 23,099 31,528 37,383 45,386 49,723 187,119 
Total 85,638 117,388 132,335 141,204 156,275 632,840 

 
 


