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Ref: URN 11D/836 
 

12 October 2011 
 

Smart Metering Implementation Programme 
 

Department of Energy and Climate Change 
 

3 Whitehall Place 
 

London SW1A 2AW 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 

ELEXON’s response to DECC’s Smart Metering Implementation Programme: consultation on draft 

licence conditions and technical specifications for the roll-out of gas and electricity smart metering 

equipment (August 2011). 
 

I welcome the opportunity to provide ELEXON Limited’s views on the draft licence conditions and technical 

specifications for rollout. 
 

We have answered the questions relevant to our expertise. Our responses are tabulated in the attached table. 

Having considered the consultation in its entirety we feel it is important to draw out the following points: 
 

Compliance with Metering Requirements – SMETS and BSC Codes of Practice 
 

A change to the BSC may be necessary to provide clarity with regards to metering compliance. The issue arises 

where a supplier elects to settle a non half hourly customer on a half hourly basis. Without a BSC change the 

metering system would be subject to the SMET and the BSC metering Code of Practice. We believe such 

duplication is unnecessary and could cause confusion. 
 

To address this we suggest the Programme uses the Secretary of State’s powers to modify Section L of the BSC to 

state that Smart Metering Equipment (as defined in the Electricity Supply Licence) needs to comply with the SME 

Technical Specification and that for such metering the requirements in the BSC CoPs do not apply. We will be 

discussing this issue shortly with BSC Parties but would be keen meet with you to explain the issue further and 

discuss the exact wording of any changes. 
 

This is explained in more detail under question 24. 
 

Assurance of the SMETS 
 

We have previously shared with the Programme our experience of successfully managing and evolving a scalable 

assurance framework for overseeing the metering and settlement obligations for the electricity market and have 

shared our thoughts in relation to the specific questions regarding assurance of the SMETS. We would welcome the 
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opportunity to discuss further the principles and approach to the way assurance is currently being successfully 

managed for the industry and how this may apply, and indeed interact, with a smart assurance regime. 
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system is used to provide data into settlements. 
 
 

A centrally governed testing regime may also include an element of certification/ accreditation. For example 

the delivery of the testing regime may use approved bodies or test houses to certify that the meters are 

compliant with the requirements. This is similar to the arrangements under the BSC where meters undergo 

compliance testing by approved test houses and ELEXON independently verify the results and provide a 

certificate of compliance for approved meter types. 
 

Question 57 
 

Do you think that a different approach to assurance is necessary for the Foundation and enduring phases? 

Please explain your answer. 

 
We believe that the same approach to assurance is required for the foundation and enduring phases i.e. a risk 

based approach considering the impacts and probability of instances occurring. However it is likely that the 

delivery of the assurance regime will differ between foundation and the enduring phase as there will be 

different issues in the market. For example during foundation additional checks may be required to assess the 

interoperability of Metering Systems. However during the enduring process the key risks may focus on the DCC 

and the relationship between this central body and the relevant Suppliers and Metering Systems using its 

services. 

 
The BSC assurance framework is reviewed each year, which gives flexibility as the settlement arrangements, 

risks, risk appetite and necessary controls change over time. We therefore change the deployment of relevant 

mitigating techniques accordingly to maintain an efficient assurance delivery. 

 

 


