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Charles Hendry MP

Minister of State

Department for Energy and Climate Change
3 Whitehall Place

London

SWIA 2AW

Dear Charles

You might be interested in the attached briefing pack we have put together following
the tragic events in Japan last week. This has been circulated to all MPs, as well as to
other media and public affairs groups.

Whilst I was rcassured by your and the Secretary of State’s comments at the Nuclear
Development Forum I would very much welcome a word, when you have the time
available, about the potential impact on the UK nuclear programme. We are already
beginning to receive enquiries about potential delays and it would be very helpful if
we could liaise closely with the Department as thinking develops.

Yours sincerely
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NIA Statement on Nuclear Development Forum

Following today’s meeting of the Nuclear Development Forum, chaired by Chris
Huhne, Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, the Nuclear Industry
Association

e Fully shares the profound expressions of sympathy and support to all those in
Japan suffering the devastating effects of the earthquake and tsunami. Our
thoughts and concerns go also to our colleagues in the nuclear industry
battling to restore the Fukushima plant to a safe condition.

* Supports the Government’s decision to commission the Chief Nuclear
Inspector, Dr Mike Weightman, to prepare an independent and comprehensive
report of the facts of what has happened in Japan and the implications for the
UK nuclear industry. The industry is committed to supporting Dr
Weightman’s investigation fully and to applying the lessons learned.

* Applauds the Government’s committed leadership in this difficult time, and
welcomes their continued support for the UK’s existing nuclear fleet and plans
for new nuclear build.

Huhne: Nuclear safety is number one priority

17.03.11

Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change Chris Huhne today set out further
detail on the UK Chief Nuclear Inspector's report into the implications of events at
Japanese nuclear reactors on existing and new plants in the UK. This came as
Ministers met with representatives from the nuclear industry in London.

The Energy Secretary has asked Dr Mike Weightman for an interim report by mid
May 2011 and a final report within six months. Both reports will be made public.

Chris Huhne, Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change said:



j'Thc tragic events in Japan are still unfolding. We should not rush to judgment. It is
important that we have the full facts at our disposal. I have asked the Chief Nuclear
Inspector for a full report so that the implications for the UK are clear.

"Safety is and will continue to be the number one priority for existing nuclear sites
and for any new power stations. [ want to ensure that any lessons learned from Mike
Weightman's report are applied to the UK's new build programme."

Mike Weightman, Chief Nuclear Inspector, who addressed the Nuclear Development
Forum said:

“This 1s a difficult time for Japan and we are ready to provide support as necessary.
We must establish the facts on these unprecedented events and determine if there are
lessons to be learned for the UK, to add to our very robust safety standards and
arrangements. My report will be public, independent, evidence based, comprehensive,
wide in scope and based on the best technical advice, consulting nationally and
internationally with colleagues and organisations who, like us, have the safety and
security of people and society uppermost in our minds."

At the Nuclear Development Forum, the Secretary of State told industry that
Government would consider the Nuclear National Policy Statement in light of the
emerging nuclear crisis in Japan before proceeding with the ratification process.

NIA Statement on Japan

 The current situation in Japan is a major humanitarian disaster and our
sympathies are very much with the Japanese people at this time of such
distress.

«  We recognise that the situation is also a major concern for the global nuclear
industry. However, we still do not have the full facts surrounding the severe
problems at Fukushima power plant and we are monitoring the situation
closely.

¢ We welcome the comments made by Prime Minister David Cameron, and
Secretary of State Chris Huhne, and support their views that government
should take time to review and learn the lessons of the Japan crisis, while at
the same time recognising that our current nuclear fleet has an excellent safety
record and is a crucial part of our low-carbon power supply

» It is a sensible and prudent step that the Government’s Chief Nuclear
Inspector, Dr. Mike Weightman will report back on key safety findings and
lessons learnt. The nuclear industry is benchmarked by others for it’s safety
record and ability to constantly evaluate and act on safety issues

+ Itis too soon to make snap judgements - we simply do not have all of the facts
at the moment. However, the UK nuclear industry is determined to learn



lessons from this event as safety is of paramount concern and an absolute
priority for our industry. We cannot and will not be complacent.

It must be remembered that nuclear is vital to secure the UK ’s long-term
environmental and security of supply needs into the future.



Nuclear Industry Association viewpoint — Supply Chain

*  The current situation in Japan is a major humanitarian disaster and our sympathies are
very much with the Japanese people at this time of such distress.

* Fukushima is a major and very serious nuclear accident. It was caused by an
earthquake and subsequent tsunami of unprecedented scale and ferocity. All affected
nuclear stations in Japan shutdown automatically as designed, including Fukushima.
In that case, however, the tsunami disabled the back-up cooling systems causing the
fuel in the reactors and spent fuel storage ponds to overheat. Some radiation has been
released to the atmosphere, with the highest doses in or close to the plant. Operators
are still battling to restore the plants to a safe condition, and we do not yet have all the
facts.

¢ The situation is a major concern for the nuclear industry worldwide, and we are
closely monitoring developments.

* Some governments and operators have, in our view, prematurely rushed to judgment
and taken immediate steps to restrict nuclear development as a result of these events.

» Clearly, the seismic conditions in Japan and northern Europe, including UK, are very
different and the circumstances that caused this accident would not occur here..

~* Nonetheless, operators of nuclear stations here (EF Energy and Magnox) have
already taken action in the light of events in Japan, to strengthen their procedures to
maintain the safety of UK nuclear plant, and protect the public.

s For example, EdF Energy has already reviewed back-up cooling systems and
emergency plans at its existing UK plants.

» The UK government’s approach, exemplified in statements by PM and Chris Huhne,
is to establish and assess the facts, learn the lessons, and apply them to the UK’s
situation and conditions.

*  The Chief Nuclear Inspector, Dr Mike Weightman, will produce an interim report by
May and a full report within 6 months to inform further actions in the UK.

¢ The UK industry is determined to learn lessons from this event as safety is an
absolute priority for our industry. We cannot and will not be complacent.

® The government’s approach is responsible and sensible. Both the government and the
industry are clear that new nuclear build will go ahead in the UK to secure our long
term environmental and security of supply needs into the future.

® We need therefore to continue urgently with our work to develop and expand the
capability within the UK nuclear supply chain to build a fleet of nuclear power
stations in the UK.
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Britain should not be afraid of nuclear power
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being emitted into the atmosphere - in
fact, guite the opposite. The human and
covironmental consequences of such a
policy would be potentiafly catastrophic,
which must be factored in to any call for
an end to civil nuclear power.

#f Britain were o turn its back on
nuclear, a new “dash for gas” would be
inevitable, given that it seems unlikely
the Government would sunclion any new
coal-fired powerstations in the
furesceable future. Not only would this
be bad for our environnient, it would
increase our dependence on forcign
energy supplics, making us less secure,
This is a risk no sensible government
should expose us ta. A primary goal of
energy policy must instead be to increase
our eneigy independence. Nuclear passes.
this critical fest,

The next few months will be diffiealt,
Governnents here and around the wo
will ecome under ingreasing pressure
from protest movements to end any
development of nuclear energy. The
industry and politicians alike will need to
show feadership and vision if we sae to
avaid Lhe disaster of a wrong-headed
response to Fukushia. -

Lord Hutton of Fumess was scortany of
state for Business, Enterprise and
Regulatony Reform, 20078

Comment on John Hutton's view at
» telegraph.couk/personalview
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