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The DECC Call for Evidence for the 2050 Pathways Analysis ran from 27 July to 5 October 2010. The text below shows the answers where responses were provided; not all respondents replied to all questions.


Organisation name: Energy Networks Association


Q1. Scope of model:
Q1.a. Dear Sir or Madame,
2050 Pathways Analysis Call for Evidence
Energy Networks Association is funded by the major licensed electricity and gas transmission and distribution companies in the UK. We welcome the opportunity to respond and contribute to DECC’s 2050 Pathways Analysis Call for Evidence.
Through its members ENA has been working closely with DECC on a number of initiatives in support of the government’s climate change and renewables strategy.  Although the targets for 2020 and 2050 are clearly understood, there remains considerable uncertainty over the pathways to achieving them.  The DECC call for evidence rightly illustrates that there are a number of credible scenarios with different choices and trade-offs to be made in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to at least 80% by 2050.  ENA believes that through the journey to a low carbon future all energy and network delivery options (gas and electric) should continue to be actively pursued and assessed.
While ENA is not commenting directly on the 2050 Pathways Analysis, it has just completed a report into scenarios for gas in ten year segments through to 2050, which we believe might provide further insights and evidence for DECC to draw upon.   
Earlier this year ENA Gas Futures Group commissioned a study by Redpoint to examine credible scenarios for the role of gas from 2020 to 2050.  The four scenarios modelled are fully costed and represent a range of possible outcomes in order to provoke debate around how gas could contribute towards the government’s objectives.  Each of the scenarios have been constructed to meet the 2020 and 2050 climate change targets and like the DECC Pathways are not advocating particular routes or solutions.  However, we do believe they show that gas could have a future to 2050 and would support the transition to a low carbon economy, particularly if the potential of gas CCS and Bio-methane was supported and realised.  The contribution of gas towards helping the UK address the real challenges of security of supply, sustainability and affordability should not be underestimated.
The 2050 Gas Future Scenarios Report is due for publication at the end of this month and ENA intends to brief DECC on the background and content of the report at the earliest opportunity before then.  In the meantime, I enclose an advance copy for consideration, but request that it remain confidential to DECC until formally published.
[See Energy Networks Association attachment]
