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Dear  
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 4 May in which you made a request for information to the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000.  
 
The terms of your request for information are:  
 

…I request copies of any correspondence between any representative of EDF 
Energy and energy minister Charles Hendry with the subject line containing the 
word ‘nuclear’ between 01 November and 01 May 2012… 

 
I am writing to confirm that the Department has now completed its search for the 
information which you requested and copies of this information are enclosed with this 
letter. 
 
Please note that personal data concerning *** plc contacts and junior DECC officials 
has been redacted in accordance with Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Section 40(2) provides an absolute exemption for personal data which then falls to be 
dealt with under the Data Protection Act 1998. Personal data of third parties can only 
be disclosed in accordance with the data protection principles. In particular, the first 
data protection principle requires that disclosure must be fair and lawful and must 
comply with one of the conditions in Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act. We 
consider that to disclose the e-mail addresses or telephone numbers of a third party 
within one of the e-mails/attachments would contravene of one or more of those data 
protection principles.  The definition of personal information to which section 40 applies 
is wide and can include references to identifiable individuals. Our view is that the 
release of the names would not be fair and none of the conditions of Schedule 2 are 
met.  

 
The information supplied to you is also protected by the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988. Most documents supplied by this Department will have been 
produced by government officials and will be Crown Copyright. You are free to use it 
for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for 



the purposes of news reporting. Any other reuse, for example commercial publication, 
would require the permission of the copyright holder and is regulated by the Reuse of 
Public Sector Information Regulations 2005.  You can find details on the arrangements 
for re-using Crown Copyright at: 

 
The Information Policy Division, 
The Office of Public Sector Information 
St Clements House 
2-16 Colegate 
Norwich NR3 1BQ 
 
Tel: 01603 621 000. 
email: hmsolicensing@opsi.x.gsi.gov.uk  

 
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be 
protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information 
originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third 
party (non Crown Copyright) information. 
 
Appeals Procedure 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an 
internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the 
date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to the 
Information Rights Unit (foi@decc.gsi.gov.uk).  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to 
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Office for Nuclear Development  
 


