2050 Pathways Analysis Call for Evidence Response

The DECC Call for Evidence for the 2050 Pathways Analysis ran from 27 July to 5 October 2010. The text below shows the answers where responses were provided; not all respondents replied to all questions.


Organisation name: IHS


[bookmark: _Response_ID:_ANON-F5HY-ZRFB-G]This is a very interesting tool.  
I would recommend that:
1. You can choose to select the combination of policies and then do the calculation.  It takes a long time after each selection which makes completion slow.
1. There is better indication of those policies that will make a real difference to the amount of greenhouse gas emitted.  

For the public’s benefit there needs to be some guidance on the ramifications of choices.  For example electrifying heating is a bad step (as electricity generation is inefficient compared to just burning the fossil fuel locally) unless you generate all your electricity from renewables, nuclear and/or sequestrate all the carbon emitted from fossil fuels in which case it is a good step.  Ideally each of the choices should be in a different colour which is reflected in the pie charts.  You can then start by choosing the biggest slices of pie first to get to your 80% reduction.
It would be a very interesting exercise to get a representative sample of the public to go through the exercise from beginning to end and submit their results (unless of course you are already capturing the choices made).  This would be a very democratic way of choosing our energy future, but of course it may change as the public become better educated about the consequences of their choices.  Sequestration of CO2 will be expensive compared to just being more efficient or using less energy or not using the car as much and part of the choice will be economic.  It is not clear what the economic consequences are as a result of the choices.
For the record, I would like the government to provide grants to charities/businesses in the same way they do to households for energy reductions schemes (e.g. lagging/cavity wall).  How many big churches waste heat for example.  

