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Chapter 8  
Competition venues 
Introduction 

8.1 A total of 34 competition venues will be used to host the events during the Olympic Games. Of these, 
24 will be in London and ten outside. The two biggest clusters of venues will be the Olympic Park, with eight 
venues, and ExCeL, that, with its new extension, will hold five individual arenas. There will be three venues in 
Greenwich (North Greenwich Arena, Greenwich Park and The Royal Artillery Barracks), four venues in central 
London (Horse Guards Parade, The Mall, Hyde Park and Lord’s Cricket Ground) and four venues in west 
London (Earls Court, Wimbledon, Wembley Stadium and Wembley Arena). Details relating to the Paralympic 
Games events are incorporated into this chapter. 

8.2 Outside London, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, Essex and Dorset will each host one competition 
venue. Five regional UK cities will also host a football venue for Olympic Football events: Coventry, Cardiff, 
Glasgow, Manchester and Newcastle. 

8.3 A total of 17 venues will be used to host events during the Paralympic Games. Of these, 15 will be in 
London and two outside. 

8.4 The locations of the competition venues are shown in chapter 2. Each competition venue will be used for 
different time periods and on different days. The draft Olympic and Paralympic competition schedules showing 
the dates of competition at each venue is presented in chapter 2. 

8.5 The competition venues were selected by taking a range of criteria into account. The criteria included 
the requirements and guidelines from each of the ISFs and the IOC, as well as London 2012’s philosophy of 
making the best use of existing facilities and taking into account legacy needs. 

8.6 In addition, the venues have been positioned to allow the athletes to compete and train with minimal 
travel times from the Athletes’ Village. 

8.7 Those venues hosting Paralympic events will undergo a transition phase upon the completion of the 
Olympic Games. Those venues not hosting Paralympic events will be decommissioned at this time. 

Venue transport planning 

8.8 LOCOG is responsible for the planning of transport to serve all the client groups attending competition 
venues. LOCOG has responsibility for delivery of all transport operations inside the secure perimeter of venues 
and for coordinating transport operations with delivery partners outside the secure perimeter of venues. 

8.9 LOCOG has been developing a Venue Transport Operations Plan for each competition venue, following 
discussions with local authorities, venue operators and emergency services.  

8.10 This chapter presents a summary of those plans, which include an indicative design for each venue. 
These plans will continue to be reviewed and developed in more detail between now and 2012. For example, 
outline access routes are shown to/from venues but may be subject to further changes as plans are finalised. 
LOCOG will continue to work with venue operators and other stakeholders to develop robust venue transport 
plans. 

8.11 Outside of London, the ODA and its delivery partners will deliver the ORN and PRN up to the entrance 
of each competition venue. Within London, TfL will be responsible for the delivery of the ORN and PRN. 
LOCOG Venue Transport will operate its Games Family vehicle fleets on the ORN and PRN to provide the 
required level of transport service to the different client groups to and from each venue. For each venue in this 
chapter where the ORN or PRN applies, the outline route network is shown for information only. 

8.12 Most Games Family vehicles will drop off and pick up their passengers within the secure perimeter of 
each venue. Only accredited vehicles will be permitted access inside the venue. All vehicles entering the venue 
will need to pass through a security check known as a Vehicle Screening Area (VSA) to gain access to the 
venue. LOCOG will set up temporary VSAs at the vehicle entrance to each venue. 

8.13 Some Games Family vehicles may need to drop off and pick up passengers on streets adjacent to, but 
outside, the secure perimeter at some venues. Everyone entering a venue will need to pass through a security 
check, known as a Pedestrian Screening Area (PSA). LOCOG will set up temporary PSAs at the entrance to 
each venue. 

8.14 A range of temporary measures will be required to meet the objectives for spectator transport for the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. Different measures will be required at different venues. Measures put in 
place at each venue will include: 

shuttle bus services from rail stations to the venue; 
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park-and-ride operations, including remote car parking, shuttle bus services and load zones at both ends 
of the services; 

temporary traffic management and parking restrictions on the local street network around venues; 

 pre-booked accessible car parking for disabled spectators; 

drop-off and pick-up facilities for accessible bus services; 

cycle parking facilities; 

load zones and parking for spectator coach services; 

load zones for taxis and private hire vehicles; 

pedestrian access routes, including temporary track way; 

boarding and alighting facilities for river services; and 

temporary signage. 

8.15 London 2012 will coordinate and manage the interfaces between the different transport stakeholders in 
the area serving each venue, ensuring that all transport activities are integrated to meet the objectives for all 
client groups and operate without adversely impacting on any other element of the operation. 

8.16 Working closely with its delivery partners and stakeholders, LOCOG will monitor all transport 
operations outside the secure perimeter of each venue and pass relevant information to all necessary transport 
stakeholders servicing the venue. LOCOG’s transport team will liaise with the venue management team and 
work with stakeholders to adjust transport operations in the public domain to reflect changing circumstances 
(for example, an event running late). 

Games Readiness programme 

8.17 A Games Readiness programme will be carried out at venues prior to the Games. These events will 
confirm the readiness of venue transport and identify improvements, while validating people, process and 
infrastructure. This will require assessments of venue transport itself, and its interface with outside 
organisations.  

8.18 Some existing venues, such as Wimbledon and Wembley Stadium, already have tried-and-tested 
transport arrangements that will only require minor adjustments to cater for Games-specific demands. New 
venues will require transport plans to be developed. 

8.19 Detailed Games Readiness programmes are being developed for each venue. Chapter 15 provides an 
overview of the overall approach to Games Readiness. 

Accessible transport  

8.20 LOCOG and the ODA continue to work with delivery partners to ensure that accessible transport is 
provided to and from each competition venue.  

8.21 Each competition venue has been reviewed in terms of how best to provide accessible transport during 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Plans are being developed with stakeholders and delivery partners to 
provide accessible parking, drop-off and pick-up facilities for accessible shuttle buses, enhancements to some 
rail stations and a range of other measures. 

8.22 Limited accessible parking will be provided for spectators who hold a valid Blue Badge or national 
equivalent and have pre-booked through the spectator journey planner ticketing pages.  

Crowd movement 

8.23 Large numbers of spectators will be travelling to competition venues during the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. This will create considerable volumes of pedestrian crowd movement at venues, on the transport 
systems and on the routes to and from venues.  

8.24 Careful analysis has been undertaken for competition venues and key transport interchanges to ensure 
that the predicted levels of crowd movement can be safely accommodated and appropriately managed. 
Where necessary, detailed simulation modelling of crowd movement is being undertaken to help design 
venues and develop appropriate Games-time operating plans.  

8.25 Experience has been drawn from previous Games and the study of other major events at existing venues 
in Britain.  

8.26 To inform the planning process for the Olympic Park, the Games-time crowd movement implications for 
this area have been considered in detail. This work is ensuring that the infrastructure plans and designs of the 
Park are developed with Games operations at their core. The approach for crowd movement assessment of the 
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Olympic Park described here also sets out the principles that will be used to analyse conditions at other venues 
and locations over the coming months and years.  

8.27 London 2012 will continue to ensure that the impacts of crowd movement strategies and plans are fully 
communicated and integrated with all other plans for delivering the Games. 

Spectator car parking 

8.28 The transport strategy for the Olympic and Paralympic Games involves all ticketed spectators arriving at 
competition venues by walking, cycling and public transport or park-and-ride services. In addition, there will 
be some limited pre-booked accessible parking at venues for disabled spectators.  

8.29 In order to safeguard the smooth operation of the ORN and PRN and ensure that the Games Family, 
particularly the athletes, can travel to and from the venues quickly and reliably, temporary controls will be put 
in place to prevent spectators driving or parking their private cars too close to the venues, and encourage use 
of the public transport services provided.  

8.30 Local Area Traffic Management and Parking (LATM&P) plans, which include special parking and access 
controls, will be implemented around each venue for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. These Games-time 
access and parking controls will be similar in nature to the event-day parking schemes that are regularly 
implemented in the area surrounding Premier League football grounds on match days. In congested, urban 
areas, some road closures and diversions may need to be implemented to maintain free-flowing traffic on the 
ORN and PRN and facilitate pedestrian movements around venues. 

8.31 Each venue will be treated on its own merits and parking controls will be planned by LOCOG in 
conjunction with the emergency services, TfL, the Highways Agency and the relevant highway authorities. 
Systems will be put in place to allow only accredited Games Family vehicles to enter or park within a 
designated zone. 

8.32  Engagement with local businesses, residents and authorities is being and will continue to be undertaken 
in the design and delivery of traffic management and parking areas around each venue. 
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