
- 1 -

MARINE GUIDANCE NOTE

MGN 338 (M)

Fire at Sea: Risk Assessment for the Maritime
Incident Response Group (MIRG)

Notice to all Shipowners & Masters

PLEASE NOTE:-
Where this document provides guidance on the law it should not be regarded as definitive.
The way the law applies to any particular case can vary according to circumstances - for
example, from vessel to vessel and you should consider seeking independent legal advice if
you are unsure of your own legal position.

Summary

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency has developed a formal strategy in partnership with a
number of United Kingdom Local Authority Fire & Rescue Services who can assist the
Coastguard with incidents of fire, chemical release and industrial accidents on ships in the UK
Search and Rescue (SAR) Region.

15 Fire & Rescue Services have teams specifically trained to respond to incidents at sea.
Collectively these teams are known as the UK Maritime Incident Response Group (MIRG).

A MIRG team can only be deployed after obtaining the risk assessment information
highlighted in this MGN.

The coordination of all MIRG incidents is the responsibility of HM Coastguard. Contact may
be established via any UK Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC).

1. Introduction

1.1 To enable HM Coastguard and MIRG team managers to assess the potential
consequences of an incident at sea, a risk assessment 'Tasking Form' is used by the
coordinating Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC).

1.2 The Tasking Form provides sufficient specific risk information to the Fire & Rescue
Services for them to carry out a dynamic risk assessment with regard to deployment.

2. The Tasking Form

2.1 The Tasking Form is in three parts and is completed by the MRCC whilst in
communication with the vessel.
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Part 1 is a brief synopsis of the incident and is the minimum information required by a
MIRG Fire & Rescue Service before they will put their team on alert.

Part 2 is additional information that should be obtained, assessed and passed to the Fire
& Rescue Service before they deploy.

Part 3 is for incidents where there are chemicals involved and will only need to be
completed in these circumstances. The MIRG response to chemical release events has
been divided into four categories. (See Part 3 of the Tasking Form at Annex A).

2.2 The coordinating MRCC sends the completed Tasking Form to the appropriate MIRG
Fire & Rescue Service.

2.3 Shipping companies have asked to have the Tasking Form available so that some of
the details can be filled in prior to any incident. This saves time in the event of an incident
occurring and reduces the burden on both the MRCC and ship’s staff.

2.4 Electronic copies may be downloaded from the MCA website,
www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/tasking_forms.pdf

More Information

SAR Operations Branch
Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Bay 1/07
Spring Place
105 Commercial Road
Southampton
SO15 1EG

Tel : +44 (0) 23 8032 9100
Fax : +44 (0) 23 8032 9488
e-mail: infoline@mcga.gov.uk

General Inquiries: 24 Hour Infoline
infoline@mcga.gov.uk
0870 600 6505

MCA Website Address: www.mcga.gov.uk
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