Smart Meter Device Assurance Company Limited
Response to Consultation on New Smart Energy
Code Content and Related Licence Amendments

About SMDA Co Ltd

MDA Ltd is jointly and equally owned by Energy UK, the EUA and BEAMA. The com pany was set up
in 2014 to provide overall governance and accountability of the assurance process for Smart
Metering Equipment entering the Great Britain market from SMETS2 roll-out onwards, The SMDA
scheme is being set up to provide industry with a mechanism to collectively offer a single assurance
framewaork of which individual parties can become members, with the purpose of providing
assurance to the industry, mitigating the risk of the forced replacement of devices when a customer
changes their energy supply contract and therefare avoiding disruption to the customer,

Q14: Please provide your views on the draft direction for the insertion of a new X9 and the
proposal to:

= bring the new X9 into effect on 18 April 2016 (or as soon as possible thereafter),

* require the provision of the Pre-UEPT service from the date that X9 is effective,

= require the provision of the GFI service as soon as reasonably practicable, but in any event no
later than the start of End-to-End testing,

= provide that the Pre-UEPT and GFI service will end when Section X ends, noting that the
Secretary of State has the ability to direct an earlier end date?

Please provide a rationale for your views,

The SMDA Co Board is comprised of representatives of BEAMA, Energy UK, ELA, and CMAP, The GIT
for Industry tool has been of significant value already to members of all of these trade associations,
Freparations for the testing of smart metering devices for their interoperability with the DCC
environment and their interchangeability with each other have been greatly enhanced — indeed
have relied on - the provision of the GFI tool. As such, SMDA supports proposals to require the
pravision of the GFI service as soon as reasonably practicable, but in any event no later than the
start of EZE testing.

However, SMDA does not support proposals to pravide that the GFl service will end when Section X
ends. This is because we anticipate that changes to the smart DCC environment, 1o SMETS or to the
GBCS will all have potential impacts on the way devices interoperate, Fulure iterations of the
technical specifications will in particular create a need for product developers to test their devices in
advance of SMDA Assurance testing, The best way to ensure that this testing is possible and
affordable is to maintain the provision of the GFIl tool.

Removing the tool would add significant risk to the Programme and may require the industry to
develop its own alternative. This would be inefficient, potentially expensive, and may not have the
same reliability as GFl. We would see this as a blow to market confidence. As such SMDA strongly
recommends that the SEC provide the Secretary of State with powers to extend the requirement
that the GFI service be supported beyond the end of Section X if this is deemed to be in the best
interests of the Programme.
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