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Consultation on the PIP Assessment ‘Moving Around’ Activity.
Deafblind UK response 4th August 2013
Introduction
Deafblind UK is a national charity offering specialist services and human support to deafblind people and those who have progressive sight and hearing loss acquired throughout their lives. Our aim is to enable people living with this unique disability to maintain their independence, quality of life and to reduce the isolation that Deafblindness creates.


We achieve this through campaigning, education and the provision of practical and emotional support via independent living teams, personal communicator guiding and interpreting services, rehabilitation support, adaptive equipment to assist with daily living, a volunteer befriending service and a free telephone Information and Advice Line providing information, advocacy and guidance. 
Deafblind UK welcomes the opportunity to comment on the PIP assessment and moving around activity consultation. 
1.What are your views on the ‘moving around’ activity within the current PIP assessment criteria?
1.1 Deafblind UK welcomes the opportunity to comment on the moving around activity, in the current assessment of PIP. The assessment criterion for PIP when it comes to the moving around assessment focuses on the person’s ability to be mobile. With the ability to gain maximum points if they can move no more than 20 meters. This takes into account the use of aids such as walking sticks and prosthesis. It also takes into account the discomfort undertaken by the person undergoing the test; this involves pain, fatigue and ability to move. However these are not something that directly affects someone who may be disabled in terms of a mental health condition, intellectual or cognitive disabilities. So although it is a valuable way of assessing somebody with physical impairments, it does not necessarily effectively evaluate somebody who may be deafblind. If deafblindness is the primary disability it does not affect their ability to walk physically, but rather limits individuals in terms of safely making journeys outside the house. This in turn means that although the scope of PIP is widened in who can apply, it may mean that people with a dual sensory impairment are not eligible for the enhanced rates of PIP. They would be physically able to move, though this does not necessarily mean that they are more able to move.

1.2 What do we think about the moving around criteria including the current threshold of 20 and 50 meters?

We recognise the concerns of others caused by reducing this threshold. However it is not just this change, the terms safely, timely and repeatedly need clarification.  Firstly is the idea of safely, although a deafblind person may be able to walk with a orientation aid, this does not then enable them to process various other obstructions such as low hanging branches or other obstacles above floor level. Furthermore if said orientation aid is lost or stolen this can lead to a number of safety hazards, as it is not widely known how to communicate with deafblind people. Such an event would cause a lot of distress, this can be evidenced in the following article; http://www.bbc.co.uk/ouch/features/my_story_deafblind_street_attack.shtml . This leads to the next point of clarification, on the concept of repeatedly. Although a deafblind person may be able to repeat a route, this largely relies on the concept of it being unchanging, which is not always possible for example due to road works. Lastly the notion of the activity being carried out in a timely manner, this is purely currently subjective and need to be clarified in order to assess who fits into this category.

1.3 What do we think the impact on the criteria will be?
By not addressing the aspect of safety, timely and repeatedly, the impact is that many deafblind people may be wrongly assessed for the rates of Personal Independent Payment. This in turn may affect people’s ability to access services, society, and cause isolation.

1.4 Are changes needed to the how we assess physical mobility, is there a different way all together?
At this point we are able to comment further on changes that need to be made to assess physical mobility.
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