
Consultation on the PIP assessment moving around activity 
Response on behalf of Glasgow City Council . 
The consultation question is:

What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria?
        We would like to know what people think about the current Moving around criteria, including the current thresholds of 20 and 50 metres; what they think the impact of the criteria will be; and whether they think we need to make any changes to them or assess physical mobility in a different way altogether.

 

Response:
 
The moving around activity within current PIP assessment criteria has introduced an overly tough test for qualification for the enhanced rate of the mobility component. The earlier second draft of the PIP assessment regulations would have permitted people who were able to move around a distance of up to 50 meters the enhanced rate of PIP Mobility. This would have been broadly in line with the current position regarding eligibility for the higher rate mobility component of DLA.
 
The legislation which defined the eligibility test for the higher rate mobility component of DLA did not specify a distance; instead it referred to descriptions of being 'unable to walk' and 'being virtually unable to walk'. The legal definition of 'virtually unable to walk’ has been the focus of case law over the years. The case law today in terms of distance alone states that someone who is able to walk more than 50 meters would not be described as being 'virtually unable to walk'.  Where there are further barriers to walking i.e. speed gate and manner then some distances in excess of 50 meters may also meet the test of being ‘virtually unable to walk’.
 
Given that the Social Security Commissioners have considered the concept of virtually unable to walk and have arrived at a figure of 50 meters as being significant it seems reasonable that this should still be reflected in revised legislation.
 
In the current PIP assessment regulations we now have an anomaly of someone who would be legally considered to be virtually unable to walk being denied the enhanced rate of PIP mobility. The earlier second draft of the regulations avoided such a problem by adopting the distance of 50 meters as being the threshold where entitlement to enhanced rate would end.
 
As DLA continues to be a benefit for existing recipients for the time being, (as well as a benefit for disabled children) it would seem reasonable that there would be no dramatic loss of support for mobility at the point of migration to PIP in situations where there has been no improvement in someone’s mobility and they are still considered to be virtually unable to walk.
 
To resolve the anomaly and any unfairness it would be desirable for the threshold within the assessment regulation currently set at 20 meters to be restored to 50 meters and for the current 50 meters to be changed to 100 meters.
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