Consultation on the PIP assessment “Moving around” activity
Response from the Joint Committee on Mobility for Disabled People

The Joint Committee on Mobility for Disabled People (JCMD), whose aim is “to promote the mobility of disabled people”, was established on 14 December 1961.   It is neither a limited company nor a registered charity but an unincorporated umbrella body whose current membership comprises 23 mainly national organisations of, for, or substantially involved with disabled people.   There are also 6 individual members, all with extensive knowledge, experience, and involvement relating to mobility for disabled people.

The JCMD provides a forum for the informed discussion and consideration of the problems relating to mobility that are encountered by disabled people, in particular the attitudinal, environmental, technical, financial and legislative restraints that hinder disabled people travelling from place to place as part of daily living.   Allied to that, the JCMD makes representations to government and other public bodies to promote action by them which will either assist disabled people to attain greater mobility or protect the degree of mobility they already possess.

Our response to the consultation is brief.

[bookmark: _GoBack]What are your views on the Moving around activity?
The moving around elements of the Personal Independence Payment (PIP), and before that the Mobiity Component of the Disability Living Allowance, and before that the Mobility Allowance, are/were the successors to the Invalid Vehicle Service which was established in 1948.   The predominant eligibility criterion, for the almost 65 years prior to the introduction of PIP was that of “inability or virtual inability to walk” and the generally accepted measurement of that was the distance of 50 yards/metres outdoors.   That measurement has also been generally accepted by government and local authorities in the assessment of eligibility under the Blue Badge Parking Scheme and also is used for other relevant benefits, concessions and provisions. 

At no stage in the previous consultations undertaken by the government about the reform of DLA and the assessment criteria for PIP, was there any suggestion that the baseline would become 20 metres.   It is a very substantial tightening of the eligibility conditions, for which the government has given no credible justification. It suggests, therefore, that it is primarily for the purpose of making it more difficult to qualify and thereby to limit the growth of the benefit. The 50 metres measurement, as it is in DLA for children, and as was previously the case in respect of those aged 16+ should therefore apply under PIP.

Because of the fundamental and unwelcome change to 20 metres, allied to the time of year the consultation is being conducted, and notwithstanding that it is about a single activity within the assessment, we do not consider, particularly when the government says it is especially keen to hear the views of disabled people and organisations representing them, that a six week period is adequate.   Many disability organisations seek the views of their members and that process takes time.   We would request, therefore, that you extend the consultation period to its normal length in order to accommodate later submissions. 
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