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15 September 2011



 (
PIP Assessment Development Team 
Department for Work and Pensions 
2nd floor, Caxton House 
Tothill Street
 
London
 
SW1H 9NA 
)


Dear PIP Assessment Development Team

Consultation on the PIP assessment Moving around activity

The Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee (DPTAC) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the above consultation.

As you will be aware, DPTAC is the statutory adviser to Ministers on transport matters as they relate to the interests of disabled people.  

DPTAC was established under the Transport Act 1985 to advise the Government on the transport needs of disabled people.  DPTAC has identified four overarching principles on which to base its advice to Government, other organisations and disabled people, which are that:

· accessibility for disabled people is a condition of any investment;
· accessibility for disabled people must be a mainstream activity;
· users should be involved in determining accessibility;
· achieving accessibility for disabled people is the responsibility of the provider.

These principles are the basis of DPTAC’s response to consultations.  

Response: 

DPTAC recognises the attempt to introduce fair assessment criteria to identify a person’s ability to move around however the committee believe the current assessment descriptors are flawed.

The language used to describe how the criteria should be applied lacks objectivity.  For example “satisfy acceptable standards, safely, repeatedly, reliably and reasonable time” are subjective words that could be interpreted differently by each assessor.  

The criteria are based on a person’s ability to walk outdoors assuming the area will be flat and without hazards.  DPTAC is concerned that this criteria fails to recognise the reality of walking outside and the various topographical conditions and obstacles that are encountered outdoors.

The criteria presume the availability of aids and appliances at all times and no allowance has been made should a person not be able to use an aid for some reason or the aid develop a fault or be unavailable.   DPTAC believes the criteria should test how far a person can walk without the use of aids and appliances.

There is no guidance on how to assess those who have varying conditions who will meet the criteria some days but fail on others.  Also there is no reference to weather conditions and the impacts this can have on a person’s ability to move around.

DPTAC believes the criteria requires further thought including greater clarity and guidance to ensure assessors and claimants are clear about the requirements for eligibility.  

Yours sincerely



Heather James, Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee
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